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Quality education — strong linkages with other SDGs
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Poverty and Inequality need to be appropriately contextuali

whether in developing or developed economies
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1 OOO ) homeless
people sleeping
on the streets

in S’pore: Study

Sixin 10 of the homeless interviewed in nationwide
study were working, mostly in low-wage jobs

‘TheresaTan
Senior Social Affairs
Correspondent

o going to sleep in public spaces.
These rough sleepers also had
some form of bedding or many be-

longings,
'l‘he 5mdy also |mem‘e'wed 88of

‘The first dyofhome-

lessness in Singapore found that
about 1,000 people were sleeping
on thestreet

They were sleeping rough inmost
parts of the island, but more were
found in the older and larger hous-
ingestates such asin the city area,
Bedokand Kallang

These areas also had more rental
flats, as homelessmess is linked to
poverty. The study did not specify
whichareasin the city it was refer-
ringto.

Over eight in 10 of the homeless
were men and of those inter-
viewed, six in 10 were working,
mostly in low-wage jobs like clean-
ingandas security guards.

Halfthe number had been tough-
Ingit out on the streets for between
one and five years, and nearly one-
thizd did s for six years or longer.

They slept in places like void
decks, commercial buildings and
playgrounds.

The study was done by Assistant
Professor Ng Kok Hoe of the Lee

were working bt their median
wage w3100 month,
compatedwith the national
medianwaje of $3,467,

« Aboit half said they were
sleepingonthe streetas they
were unemployed, didnot have
regularfobs orearnedverylittle,
Sotheycouldnot pay their reit or
mortgage, o theyhad sold their
hmwe Family ml\ﬂicm and
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T
Key flndlngs The M\milly ofSoculimlFamly
- Development has defined

 The first natlonwide study to Nosselest pmmn ror]
measure the scalo of homolessnoss ;J’ﬁl'.'?;‘:ﬂ:ml"“,:i?
i In Slngapere found the following: 2 Douse o i fonting a place”

Areas with the t
numhumimmmsim

main reason. lu(humelesmm

+ Some 26 percent either renteda
Hlat from the Housing Boardat
highlysubsidised ratesor baught
anHDBflat However, some
chose ot to go home because of
conflicts with their co-tenant,

+ Some40per centof those
interviewed had sought helpin
thepastyear. They didso froma
number of places mcluding the
Social Service Offices which
administer the Government's
financialaidschemes or their
Memberof Parliament,

Prof Ng noted the eomplexity of -

their problems, saying that eould
bea reason why 40 per cent sought
Telp but still found it hard to hreak
outoftheir homeless prerh:amen:
Mr Lee Kim Hua, a Semior director
at MSF said the ministry defined a

“whe

Prof Ng said:
ists in Singapore. But despite gmw
ingpolicyand publicattention inre-
centyears, the size of the homeless
population in Singapere is not
known. Knowing the number of
homeless people and where they
may be found allows services to be
designed and organised in a system-
aticway.”
The study, which was released
yesterday, is an independent one
funded by aresearch grant from the
LKYSPP, The Ministry of Socfal and
Farily Development (MSF) also
helped to mobilise social workers
for the street count and asked the
homeless interviewed if they are
willing to scek help from govern-
mentor saclal service agencies.

Thekey findingsinclude:

« Somesixin10 ofthe homeless

USEFUL WHEN DESIGNING SERVICES

Kuan Yew School of Public Policy ~ Knowingthe numberofhomeless
(LKYSPP) at the National Univer- people and where they may be
ity of Singapore N
He led a team of elose to 500-vol- M!ndallnwsservwe.sm!:e
unteer fieldworkers who covered
12 000 blacks of flatsand ocherpub-  systematic way.

lic and commercial spaces over
three months to count the numbers
sleepingon the streets,

The fieldworkers, who started
work after 11.30pm, recorded the
number of peaple who were asleep
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" &
ASSISTANTPROFESSOR NG KOK HOE of
¥

g

feels he has no home to go back to,
whether he ownsa house ot is rent-
ingaplace”.

He said: "As long as he doesn't
feel safe going back at night to
sleep, we take itas homelessmess”

Mr Lee said the ministry has
stepped up ils partnership with
«community groups te reach out to
and aid the homeless over the past
two years, This is needed, as among
other reasons, some of the home-

less may beafraid of and shun help -

from the authorities but not staff
andvalunteers from chatities.

So the key is for the community
groups to engage them and build
trust, and when they are ready, the
ministry can extend the help
neaded,

The ministry has brought to-
gether che different groups helping
the homeless and in July, the Part-
ners Engaging and Empowering
Rough Sleepers (Peers) Nerwork
was launched. It now has 26 mem-
bers, such as the Catholic Welfare
Services and the Homeless Hearts
of Singapore.

Mr Lee said that the ministry is
working with the Peers Network o
build an interim shelter for those
sleepingon the streets

‘There are currently three transi-
tionalshelters catering to the home-

less,
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DEMOGRAPHICS

of the homeless )wm & age of
Over 80% were men 54 lhom interviewed
EDUCATION LEVEL

N 359 iy
N 41% e,

SOME HAVE HOMES TO GO BACK TD

0y of thoseinterviewed said they had rented
<30 A an HDB public rental fat or bought an HDB flat

‘ 37% were homeless due to family
conflicts or familial break-up
HOW LONG THEY HAVE BEEN HOMELESS

1 3 as been sleeping in public for she of mote years and
ln four said they have been homaless for gwer 20 years.
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EMPLOYMENT PROFILE H
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6in10

woto working often In jobs such as
ihopriels o soculity guaeds, of doing
o ok Thnr mediar by was.
$1400 2 month
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When they were interviewed,
‘whteh ws o mionsght,
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50 they hd only one maal
that ey o had eaten nathing

SINgaporeans in terms

monthly household
income
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Monthly Household Income (S$)

(data from DOS ~2017).
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SUSS programmes and contributions that help
to reduce/deal with inequalities
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Dealing with inequalities in academic ability

Open admission & open learning = Need for strong
student support

SUSS: A University with Various Working adults with

competing demands
on their time

Pathways for Lifelong Learners

SUSS Education

yo Students who have
Adul .
ut B\ Yt left study for a while
and need additional
help

Learners
Profile

Learners with work
experience but who
need to build up their

self-learning sKkills

SUSS Graduates
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