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PRUDENTIAL MARINA 
BAY CARNIVAL

WHERE: Bayfront Event Space, 
12A Bayfront Avenue

WHEN: Dec 22 to March 24, 4pm 
to 11pm daily (extended hours 
until 2am on Christmas Eve and 
New Year’s Eve; closed from 
4pm to 7pm on Jan 24 and Feb 
15, as well as the whole of Jan 18)

ADMISSION: Free. Credits for 
rides, games and food can be 
purchased on-site or at 
marinabaycarnival.sg

Mr K.V. Veloo (above) 
devoted nearly 50 years to 
social work, helping to 
shape policies in areas 
such as prison welfare, 
drug rehabilitation and 
eldercare. He served as the 
first chief probation and 
aftercare officer and was a 
towering presence, 
together with Dr Baey Lian 
Peck, in the Singapore 
Anti-Narcotics 
Association at the start of 
the all-out anti-drug war 
more than 40 years ago.

Benson Ang
Lifestyle Correspondent

If you loved last year’s Prudential 
Marina Bay Carnival, billed as Sin-
gapore’s biggest carnival, get ready 
for even more fun and excitement 
when it returns for a second edi-
tion next Saturday.

This time, the funfair will have 
more  rides  and  games  –  50,  up  
from more than 40 last year – com-
ing from all around the globe.

Four new rides are also expected 
to be introduced, such as the Wave 
Swinger – the centrepiece of this 
year’s carnival – where riders will 
be swung around in seats attached 

to a rotating roof.
Murals of local landmarks Gar-

dens by the Bay and Marina Bay 
Sands will also be painted on the 
ride, which is making its first ap-
pearance in South- east Asia.

In addition,  favourites such as 
the twirly Euro Coaster, with its 
medium- level  thrills,  and  Jungle  
River, which features gentle turns 
before  heading  down  to  a  big  
splash, are set to return. 

Up to 50 different types of toys 
will also be available at the game 
booths.

At the bowling game booth, for 
example,  visitors  get  to  knock  
down bowling pins by rolling balls 
to hit them. The fewer balls used, 

the bigger the prize.
This  year’s  event  will  be  held  

only at the Bayfront Event Space, 
unlike  last  year’s  edition,  which  
spanned  the  space  and  The  
Promontory.

It will cover about 23,000 sq m, 
smaller than last year’s 25,000 sq 
m, and its duration is shorter.

Mr  Barnabas  Chia,  37,  who  
heads  the  carnival’s  organising  
team,  said:  “Following  feedback  
from last year’s visitors, we have 
decided to hold the event this year 
in one area instead of two, to help 
create a more inclusive and fes-
tive environment for all carnival-
goers. We do not want to dilute 
the experience.”

Last year’s carnival welcomed 1.4 
million  visitors,  and  this  year’s  
event  will  see  new  games,  ele-
ments,  festive  programmes  and  
promotions.

For  example,  those  who  sub-
scribe to the carnival’s e- newslet-
ter and buy an early bird package, 
available until Dec 21, can earn up 
to 15 per cent bonus credits.

There  will  also  be  monthly  
themed dress contests. For exam-
ple, from the carnival’s opening till 
Jan  25,  visitors  who  are  dressed  
most closely in line with the theme 
“future- forward”  will  get  to  skip  
the queue and stand a chance to 
win bonus credits.

Entry into the carnival remains 

free, although visitors have to pay 
to take rides and play games.

These  prices,  however,  have  
been made more accessible. 

Almost all  rides costing $10 or 
more last year now cost $9, except 
the Mach 5,  which maintains its  
price at $14. Visitors who wish to 
skip the queues at selected rides 
can also buy fast- track passes at 
$30 a person. Games cost between 
$5 and $8 to play.

The co- producers of this year’s 
carnival are Pico Pro and The Great 
European Carnival, while Pruden-
tial  Singapore  returns as  its  title  
sponsor.

bang@sph.com.sg

Cheryl Teh 

Straits Times senior education cor-
respondent Sandra Davie yesterday 
urged parents to let their children 
develop their own skills and abili-
ties, instead of just chase grades.

Ms Davie  was  speaking  to  180 
people at a talk at the National Li-
brary yesterday. A video of the talk 
on  the  Rings.tv  app  has  been  
viewed 942 times.

Ms  Davie  highlighted  recent  
changes by the Ministry of Educa-
tion (MOE),  which included cut-
ting down on school exams, remov-
ing class and school rankings from 
student report  cards,  changes to  

the Direct School Admission (DSA) 
system as well  as aptitude- based 
admissions to post- secondary insti-
tutions and universities. 

“The only constant in education 
is change,” said Ms Davie. 

Some of  the MOE changes are  
aimed  at  encouraging  schools,  
teachers, students and parents to 
move  away  from  focusing  too  
much on examinations and grades, 
and to help students  to discover 
the joy of learning.

A centralised system to stream-
line the DSA process, for instance, 
will let the system look at the in-
nate ability of students, rather than 
awards. 

“It is not a good thing to just aim 

for  Integrated  Programme  
schools,” Ms Davie told the audi-
ence.

“Parents  have  their  own  fears  
that  their  children  will  lose  out,  
with  some  tuition  centres  even  
teaching kids curriculum one year 
ahead to stay ahead of the cohort. 

“I  don’t  think  this  is  a  healthy 
trend. But students should be given 
the  room  to  develop  their  own  
skills, and abilities.”

Ms Davie responded to questions 
from  concerned  parents,  on  the  
changes to the DSA process, and 
how, going forward, student needs 
could be better addressed. 

Ms Davie said that it was impor-
tant to develop 21st century compe-
tencies and soft skills, and for stu-
dents to be exposed to a wide vari-
ety of experiences to find out what 
they are interested in. 

This, she said, was more impor-
tant  than  the  paper  chase  for  
grades and other academic achieve-
ments. 

“We want people who are pas-
sionate in what they do,” Ms Davie 
said. “For example, you don’t want 
a  doctor  who  isn’t  interested  in  
medicine to be operating on you.” 

The  talk  was  part  of  the  
askST@NLB series, a collaboration 
between  The  Straits  Times  (ST)  
and the National Library Board. 

The next talk will be held on Jan 
25, on the top 10 travel experiences 
for next year. It will be hosted by 
travel correspondent Lee Siew Hua. 

A video of Ms Davie’s talk can be 
viewed  and  replayed  via  the  
Rings.tv app, which can be down-
loaded via the Apple or Google Play 
store. 

tienli@sph.com.sg

K.C. Vijayan
Senior Law Correspondent

Friends and relatives of late social 
work  pioneer  K.V.  Veloo  have  
raised $50,000 to endow a convoca-
tion award for social  work in his 
name.

Mr Veloo, who died after compli-
cations  from pneumonia in  June,  
aged 84, was instrumental in laying 
a strong foundation for the develop-
ment of social services in Singapore.

Minister for Social and Family De-
velopment Desmond Lee had, in a 
Facebook  post  when  Mr  Veloo  
died, cited the introduction of the 
Community Probation Service  in  
1971 as among Mr Veloo’s most no-
table contributions. This scheme, 
in which trained volunteers com-
plement staff in managing proba-
tion cases, became a model for simi-
lar schemes in the region.

The endowment gift, which will 
be matched by a dollar- for- dollar 
government grant,  will  fund two 
book prizes for undergraduate stu-
dents at the Singapore University 
of Social Sciences (SUSS).

Named the KV Veloo Book Prize 
in Rehabilitation & Criminal  Jus-
tice  Systems  and  the  KV  Veloo  
Book Prize in Social Policy & Plan-
ning, the awards will be given out 
yearly to the two top students pur-
suing  the  undergraduate  pro-
gramme at the SR Nathan School of 
Human Development of the SUSS.

Each book prize is worth $1,000, 
and will be awarded at the annual 
convocation event from 2020.

At  a  ceremony  yesterday  with  
the donor group and family repre-
sentatives  to  ink  the  gift,  SUSS  
provost  Tsui  Kai  Chong thanked 
Mr Veloo’s wife Rani “for allowing 
us to use Mr Veloo’s name”.

He also expressed his apprecia-
tion on behalf of SUSS social work 
students who will benefit from the 
goodwill. “Thanks to all the donors 
for your generous contributions. 

“This is special because a group 
of  friends  are  donating  in  their  
friend’s honour,” he added. 

“It is very apt that the book prize 
is named after Mr Veloo, who was a 
pioneer in social work.”

Friends and family who donated 
to the fund included former Nomi-
nated MP Laurence Wee, veteran 
civil servant Benny Lim, and Singa-
pore  Anti- Narcotics  Association  
(Sana) former president Baey Lian 
Peck.

Mr  Veloo  devoted  nearly  50  
years  to  social  work,  helping  to  
shape  policies  in  areas  such  as  
prison welfare, drug rehabilitation 
and  eldercare.  He  served  as  the  
first chief probation and aftercare 
officer and was a towering pres-
ence,  together  with  Dr  Baey,  in  
Sana at the start of the all- out anti-
drug war more than 40 years ago.

During his time in senior welfare 
unit  posts,  he helped review the 
Destitute Persons Act and the Chil-
dren and Young Persons Act. 

After he retired in 1993, the Na-
tional  Council  of  Social  Service  
made him consultant and later di-
rector of special projects.

Asked once what made him proud 
to  be  a  social  worker,  Mr  Veloo  
replied: “I touch lives, bridge gulfs, 
heal rifts  and build bonds. When 
you serve man, you serve God.”

vijayan@sph.com.sg
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Let kids develop their own skills, abilities, be 
exposed to varied experiences, she advises

Straits Times senior education correspondent Sandra Davie speaking to 180 people at a talk at the National Library 
yesterday, under the askST@NLB series. ST PHOTO: ARIFFIN JAMAR

K.V. Veloo was key 
in laying foundation 
for growth of social 
services in Singapore 

Singapore  University  of  Social  Sciences  (SUSS)  provost  Tsui  Kai  Chong  
presenting a token of appreciation to Mr K.V. Veloo’s wife Rani. PHOTO: SUSS
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to make a splash with 
new rides, favourites 


