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SUSS book prizes

to honour late
pioneer

soclal work

K.V.Veloo was key
in laying foundation
for growth of'social
services in Singapore

K.C.Vijayan
Senior Law Correspondent

Friends and relatives of late social
work pioneer K.V. Veloo have
raised $50,000 to endow a convoca-
tion award for social work in his
name.

Mr Veloo, who died after compli-
cations from pneumonia in June,
aged 84, was instrumental in laying
astrong foundation for the develop-
ment of social services in Singapore.

Minister for Social and Family De-
velopment Desmond Lee had, in a
Facebook post when Mr Veloo
died, cited the introduction of the
Community Probation Service in
1971 as among Mr Veloo’s most no-
table contributions. This scheme,
in which trained volunteers com-
plement staff in managing proba-
tion cases, became a model for simi-
lar schemes in the region.

The endowment gift, which will
be matched by a dollar-for-dollar
government grant, will fund two
book prizes for undergraduate stu-
dents at the Singapore University
of Social Sciences (SUSS).

Named the KV Veloo Book Prize
in Rehabilitation & Criminal Jus-
tice Systems and the KV Veloo
Book Prize in Social Policy & Plan-
ning, the awards will be given out
yearly to the two top students pur-
suing the undergraduate pro-
gramme at the SR Nathan School of
Human Development of the SUSS.

Each book prize is worth $1,000,
and will be awarded at the annual
convocation event from 2020.

At a ceremony yesterday with
the donor group and family repre-
sentatives to ink the gift, SUSS
provost Tsui Kai Chong thanked
Mr Veloo’s wife Rani “for allowing
us touse Mr Veloo’sname”.

He also expressed his apprecia-
tion on behalf of SUSS social work
students who will benefit from the
goodwill. “Thanks to all the donors
for your generous contributions.

Singapore University of Social Sciences (SUSS) provost Tsui Kai Chong
presenting a token of appreciation to Mr K.V. Veloo's wife Rani. PHOTO: SUSS

“This is special because a group :
of friends are donating in their :

friend’s honour,” he added.

“It is very apt that the book prize
is named after Mr Veloo, whowasa :

pioneer in social work.”

Friends and family who donated
to the fund included former Nomi- :
nated MP Laurence Wee, veteran :

: MrK.V.Veloo (above)
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Destitute Persons Act and the Chil-
drenand Young Persons Act.

made him consultant and later di-
rector of special projects.

Asked once what made him proud :
to be a social worker, Mr Veloo :
replied: “I touch lives, bridge gulfs, :
heal rifts and build bonds. When :

youserve man, youserve God.”
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