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Universities  must  keep  up  with  
changing times and prepare people 
for possibly longer careers by help-
ing them learn new skills through-
out their lifetime. 

Once  institutions  which  edu-
cated only small numbers of peo-
ple, universities today need to serve 

the needs of their societies instead 
of being bastions of elitism. 

This was the consensus among lo-
cal and foreign academics and in-
dustry leaders at a conference held 
yesterday at the Singapore Univer-
sity of Social Sciences (SUSS). 

The  conference  organised  by  
SUSS, titled Univer-Cities, brought 
together some 200 participants to 
discuss the role of universities at a 
time  when  countries  are  facing  

technological disruption and social 
issues like ageing populations. 

The  previous  Univer-Cities,  in  
2016, was hosted by the University 
of Newcastle in Australia.

Retraining adults, work stints, on-
line learning and rethinking the typ-
ical  four-year  undergraduate  
course are some ways universities 
here and abroad are trying to re-
imagine higher education.

SUSS president Cheong Hee Kiat 
said  the  bulk  of  its  students  are  
working adults who study on a part-
time basis. Of its nearly 15,000 stu-
dents now enrolled, about 13,000 
are in part-time programmes and 

2,000 are in full-time programmes. 
The university caters to a range 

of  learners,  from  fresh  school-
leavers to working adults looking 
for a qualification, or who are fac-
ing job dislocation. 

Tracing  how  universities  have  
evolved  over  time,  SkillsFuture
Singapore chief executive Ng Cher 
Pong said higher education is now 
more widespread than in the past, 
and degrees today are more varied, 
including even applied trades such 
as nursing. 

“Universities have the capacity to 
evolve,  and they have evolved to 
keep pace with the times,” he said.

He  said  the  changes  brought  
about  by  technological  advances  
are opportunities for universities to 
serve unmet needs, such as by pre-
paring individuals for multiple jobs 
in their lifetime, some of which may 
be jobs that do not exist yet. 

People  are  having  longer  ca-
reers, Mr Ng added, and may need 
to  switch  careers,  upgrade  and  
learn  new  skills  when  industries  
are disrupted. 

To that end, universities such as 
SUSS have started work-study pro-
grammes to allow adult learners to 
earn a degree while working, 

SUSS has  one  such programme 
with NTUC First Campus for pre-
school teachers, and it is exploring 
offering  similar  courses  in  fields  
such as business analytics, biomedi-
cal  engineering  and  social  work,  
said Professor Cheong. 

In 2017, SUSS also started an ini-
tiative allowing organisations to of-
fer short online courses to the pub-
lic about social issues, on a platform 
hosted by the university. 

So far, nine partners, such as sui-
cide-prevention centre Samaritans 
of  Singapore  and  social  service  

agency Awwa, have come on board, 
with 15 such courses for a start. 

Topics  range  from  early  child-
hood education and special needs, 
to caregiving and providing emo-
tional  support  to  people  affected
by suicide. 

National University of Singapore 
(NUS)  president  Tan  Eng  Chye,  
who also spoke at the event, said his 
university is encouraging students 
to be trained in more than one disci-
pline, and preferably in fields that 
are contrasting.

“We are moving towards widen-
ing the base. What we are trying to 
do is to really prepare our students 
well for a lifetime of learning,” he 
said, adding that NUS is also placing 
greater emphasis on longer indus-
try attachments. 

Another recent scheme, NUS Life-
long Learners or L3 for short, aims 
to further support alumni by open-
ing continuing education and train-
ing courses to them. It will also help 
them chart their career and learn-
ing path beyond the three to four 
undergraduate years, he added. 
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A 22-year-old man, who was earlier 
charged  with  murdering  his  
mother,  was  yesterday  handed  a  
second  murder  charge  over  the  
death of his grandmother.

Gabriel  Lien  Goh  was  first  
charged  on  Oct  28  with  the
murder of his mother, Ms Lee Soh 
Mui, 56.

He  now  faces  two  murder  
charges over the deaths of Ms Lee 
and his 90-year-old grandmother.

Ms Lee was found dead at a unit 
on the seventh floor of 7A Common-
wealth Avenue on Oct 27. 

His grandmother was found in the 
next-door unit, where she was be-

lieved to have died from her injuries.
They  were  both  found  lying  

motionless and pronounced dead 
at the scene by paramedics.

Two other people were taken to 
National  University  Hospital  in  
ambulances,  the  Singapore  Civil  
Defence Force said. 

Neighbours interviewed by The 
Straits  Times  said  they  heard  a  
commotion on the ground floor of 
the Housing Board block at about 
7pm, with a group of people scream-
ing and shouting. 

The police were called after Goh 
allegedly  started  attacking  mem-
bers  of  the  public,  according  to  
passers-by who spoke to ST.

They added that Goh became ag-
gressive  and  violent,  and  that  it  
took  four  people  to  subdue  him  
before the police arrived. 

One eyewitness added that Goh’s 
right hand was stained with blood. 

The case was one of two murders 
that took place over the Deepavali 
weekend last month.

In the second case, a 54-year-old 
woman  allegedly  murdered  a  
63-year-old man, who is believed to 
be her husband. 

The  woman,  Chinese  national  
Wang  Shuzhen,  was  charged  on  
Oct 28 with the murder of Mr Teh 
Hock Pine, a former policeman. 

If  found guilty  of  murder,  Goh  
and Wang face the death penalty.
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Academics cite retraining adults, work-study 
schemes as ways to meet new job demands 

Commonwealth double murder
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Jewel Changi Airport has bagged a 
top  award  for  outstanding  retail  
real estate projects worldwide.

It received the Special Jury Award 
at this year’s Mapic Awards, which 
recognise  excellence,  innovation  
and creativity  in the global  retail  
real estate industry. The award was 
presented in Cannes, France, said 
Jewel Changi Airport in a statement.

The awards,  in their  24th year,  
saw a total  of 111  entries from 33 
countries across 11 categories.

Jewel  had  submitted  entries  in  
two categories – Best Leisure Con-
cept and Best Shopping Mall – but 
the panel, comprising top retail real 
estate experts, gave it the Special 
Jury Award, which goes to the jury’s 
favourite project among all entries.

In the citation, Mapic Awards jury 
president Mayte Legeay noted that 
the retail sector is constantly chang-

ing  and  the  industry  faces  chal-
lenges in embracing new customer 
behaviour.

“There is indeed a need to create 
something different (such as) life-
style hub destinations, including a 
larger mix of retail, food and bever-
age, entertainment and well-being 
in order to attract customers again.

“We find a perfect example of this 
trend in Jewel Changi Airport in Sin-
gapore... because of its great innova-
tive qualities in terms of architec-

ture, retail, leisure and... mixed of-
ferings,” she said.

Following the win, Jewel chief ex-
ecutive Hung Jean said: “We share 
this success with our 280 tenants 
who have worked closely with us to 
deliver a unique shopping and din-
ing experience in Jewel.”

This  is  not  Jewel’s  first  Mapic  
Awards win. It  bagged the Mapic 
Best  Futura  Shopping  Centre  in  
2016, three years before it opened.

Jewel has attracted more than 50 

million  visitors,  including  repeat  
customers, since it opened in April. 

The  135,700  sq  m  complex  in-
cludes shopping and dining options 
and attractions,  as well as airport 
and accommodation facilities.

At Jewel’s official opening cere-
mony last month, Prime Minister 
Lee Hsien Loong said the complex 
has become “one of  the instantly 
recognisable icons of Singapore”.
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Jewel shines with global award, lauded as jury’s favourite
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