
This has led to more men marry-
ing  women  with  similar  educa-
tional levels and fewer men with a 
less educated wife, they said.

However, educational qualifica-
tions  may  not  necessarily  be  a  
good indicator of income, and in-
come is still a key concern for Singa-
poreans when selecting partners, 
those interviewed pointed out.

Ms Alicia Boo, principal counsel-
lor at Focus on the Family Singa-

pore, said couples often say that 
their complementarity in personal-
ities, values, future aspirations and 
outlook on life are key factors for 
their choice of partner, rather than 
their educational levels.

Patricia  said  the  older  genera-
tion  cares  a  lot  more  about  a  
woman marrying up, but not the 
younger crowd. While her wealthy
parents did not explicitly object to
her marriage, she could sense their 
concerns about the disparity in the 
couple’s socio-economic back-

grounds. But in the end, they gave 
their blessings.

She said: “I made it very clear to 

my parents that this is the guy I 
want to marry.”

Their socio-economic status dif- theresat@sph.com.sg
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The Singapore University of Social 
Sciences (SUSS) will have a new 
president from Jan 1 next year.

Professor Tan Tai Yong, 61, will 
take over from the school’s cur-
rent founding president, Profes-
sor Cheong Hee Kiat, 68, who has 
been at the helm of the university 
since 2005.

In a statement yesterday, SUSS 
said: “Under Professor Cheong’s 
leadership in the past 17 years, the 
university grew from strength to 
strength (from 1,500 students to 
over 17,000 students today) in ful-
filling its social mission as a univer-
sity serving Singaporeans.

“His passion for lifelong learn-
ing and doing good through mak-
ing education accessible to peo-
ple from all walks of life is almost 
synonymous  with  the  growth  
story of SUSS.”

Prof Tan was previously presi-
dent and professor of humanities 
(history) at Yale-NUS College.

He played an active role in shap-
ing the college’s  academic pro-
gramme,  including  its  common  
curriculum, and integrating aca-
demic and residential life. He has 
also held various leadership and 
advisory roles at the National Uni-
versity of Singapore and several 
cultural,  historical and research 
organisations.

Prof Tan, who received his doc-
torate  from  Cambridge Univer-
sity, is also honorary chairman of 
the National  Museum of Singa-
pore  and  co-chair  of  the
Founders’ Memorial Committee.

He served as a Nominated Mem-
ber of Parliament from 2014 to 
2015, and was awarded the Public 
Administration Medal (Silver) in 
2009,  and  the  Public  Service  
Medal in 2020.

Prof Tan told The Straits Times 
yesterday that his new role will re-
quire  a  “dramatic  switch  of  
mind”, from leading a liberal arts 
college of about 1,000 students to 
heading a larger university that is 
“inclusive” and focuses on contin-
uous and applied learning, as well 
as social science research. 

Some areas he will be paying 
greater attention to are creating 
good  career  paths  for  faculty,  
building on research in applied 
social science, and fund-raising 
efforts. 

“The good thing is that the uni-
versity  is  really  forging  ahead,  
and I just have to catch on, ride on 
this momentum and try to steer it 
as best as I can,” he said. 

Mrs Mildred Tan, chairman of 
the SUSS board of trustees, said 
that  SUSS  will  benefit  greatly  
from Prof Tan’s “vast experience 
and deep expertise”.

Thanking Prof Cheong for his 
leadership, she said: “His pioneer-
ing achievements over the years, 
the resulting recognition of SUSS 
as an autonomous university and 
the excellent results of our gradu-
ate employment surveys are testa-
ments to the admirable contribu-
tions by his outstanding leader-
ship. We are grateful for his ser-
vice and unwavering support.”
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Professor Tan Tai Yong (left), 61, will 
take over the helm from founding 
SUSS president Cheong Hee Kiat, 
68, on Jan 1 next year. 
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Businesses will need to invest in 
skills development and cultivate a 
continuous learning culture to re-
tain key talent.

They must also adapt to techno-
logical changes, said UOB manag-
ing director and head of group hu-
man resources Dean Tong.

For the financial services sector, 
that  means  keeping  pace  with  
things such as the growth of artifi-
cial intelligence and blockchain au-
tomation, he added.

The sector has also seen an in-
crease in demand for specific skill 
sets such as data analytics, he said, 
during a panel discussion at the in-

augural National University of Sin-
gapore  (NUS)  Lifelong  Learning  
Festival yesterday.

Mr Tong said: “How do we sur-
vive and thrive in this new environ-
ment? It translates into our ability 
to attract talent and reskill our peo-
ple with the capabilities required 
for the future.”

UOB has also developed courses 
to help employees embrace contin-
uous  learning  and  learn  in-de-
mand skills such as project man-
agement.

He added: “These are high-de-
mand areas within the firm that 
we find hard to hire from tech mar-
kets  such  as  data  analytics  and  
project management.”

The one-day NUS event was held 
at  the Shaw Foundation  Alumni  

House in Kent Ridge.
The panel  discussion also  fea-

tured Professor Fong Kok Yong,  
deputy group  chief  executive  of  
SingHealth for medical and clini-
cal  services,  and Mr Frank Koo,  
LinkedIn’s head of talent and learn-
ing solutions in Asia.

The discussion also touched on 
what  organisations  must  do  to  
help workers meet the future de-
mands of the labour market.

In  healthcare,  Prof  Fong  said  
keeping up with technological de-
velopments is imperative, but soft 
skills,  such as good communica-
tion with patients, are also impor-
tant.

Mr Koo also raised the issue of 
how employees’ expectations
have shifted, and how the lack of 

Ng Wei Kai

People keen to pursue a master’s 
degree will pay 10 per cent less for 
certain courses at the National Uni-
versity of  Singapore (NUS) from 
next year.

This  will  apply  to  all  courses  
whose fees are not already sub-
sidised by the Government, num-
bering  about  70,  with  an  addi-
tional 5 per cent discount for NUS 
graduates, said the university yes-
terday.

All  master’s  programmes  of-
fered by the faculties of arts and so-
cial sciences and science, as well 
as others like the Master of Sci-
ence in Digital Financial Technol-
ogy, are included.

NUS announced these develop-
ments at the launch of its inaugu-
ral  Lifelong Learning Festival  in 

the Shaw Foundation Alumni
House at its Kent Ridge campus.

The one-day hybrid event had 
more than 2,500 sign-ups for its 
panel  discussions,  masterclasses  
and presentations.

Education Minister Chan Chun 
Sing was the guest of honour and 
addressed a crowd of about 220 in
person, including industry leaders 
and alumni.

He said Singapore’s universities, 
polytechnics and the Institute of 
Technical Education should imple-
ment a system where students can 
pick and choose modules from any 
institution, and tailor their educa-
tion to suit their needs.

Mr Chan added that the higher-
learning institutes should work to 
complement and recognise one an-
other’s modules and that they are 
competing against the best from 
the rest of the world.

He reiterated his call for all uni-

versities to take on the role of pro-
viding opportunities for the work-
force to upgrade and stay relevant, 
and maintain a lifelong relation-
ship with their alumni.

NUS also officially relaunched a 

mobile application to help its grad-
uates find out what skills they are 
lacking to clinch popular jobs.

The NUS Career+ app asks users 
to upload their resumes and skills 
and select the role they are aiming 
for. 

Using data from online job list-
ings, the app will identify the skills 
required by the users’ desired job, 
and tell them which proficiencies 
they are lacking.

Users  can  then  click  on  these  
skills, prompting the app to feed 
them courses available in local in-
stitutions that they can sign up for.

The app has been available to  
full-time students since 2018, but 
has been refreshed with new in-
sights in line with Singapore’s fu-
ture economic demands, said NUS.

The  university  added  that  it  
would  increase  the  number  of  
places in graduate certificate cour-
ses for the public that are relevant 
to the country’s future economy.

These include the Graduate Cer-
tificate in Analytics and Technol-
ogy Management offered by NUS 
Business School, the Graduate Cer-
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they are lacking 
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jobs. The app 
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10% reduction will apply to about 70 courses, 
with NUS graduates getting an extra 5% off

Income still key concern in 
choosing partners: Experts

MORE PLACES
The university said it would 
increase the number of places 
in graduate certificate courses 
including: 
• Graduate Certificate in

Analytics and Technology
Management offered by NUS 
Business School

• Graduate Certificate in

Technological Innovation
Management offered by the 
College of Design and
Engineering 

• Graduate Certificate in

Computing Foundations I 
offered by the School of 
Computing.

SUSS to 
get new 
president 
next year

Educational levels of brides and grooms

Couple have the same
educational quali�cation

Groom with higher educational
quali�cation than bride

Bride with higher educational
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Total number

Rise

7.06am

over many areas in the pre-dawn 
hours and early morning.

AIR QUALITY

Today: 3.33am (2.7m), 
10.15am (0.6m), 4.39pm (2.5m), 
10.35pm (1m).

SINGAPORE

OUTLOOK

24/33ºC

Tomorrow: 4.35am (2.4m), 
11.01am (0.9m), 5.16pm (2.4m), 
11.43pm (1m).

PSI40-49(Good)
24-hour reading as at 6pm yesterday

Thursday & Friday: 
Late morning and early 
afternoon thundery showers

Weather

THUNDERY SHOWERS

TIDES

Set

7.17pm

Rise

12.19am
Set

12.41pm
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