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Starting yesterday, companies such 
as  DIP  Investments,  which  pro-
duces and exports surgical masks, 
will  benefit  from  a  scheme  that  
aims to facilitate trade in Asean. 

They will not have to apply to the 
authorities for a hard-copy certifi-
cate that verifies the origin of their 
goods. 

Instead, as part of the new Asean-
wide  Self-Certification  (AWSC)  
regime,  certified  exporters  can  
self-certify the origin of their goods 
and  enjoy  preferential  treatment  
under the Asean  Trade in  Goods 
Agreement.

DIP Investments managing direc-
tor  Jaslyn  Kaur  told  The  Straits  
Times that the regime will allow her 
to  save  between  three  and  four  
days for each shipment – the length 
of time it takes to apply for a certifi-
cate of origin for each market. Her 
firm produces surgical masks under 
the Mohar Medical brand.

“The time saved would help us to 
bring our goods to market faster, 
which boosts our competitiveness 
and helps to streamline our trans-
portation processes,” Ms Kaur said.

Asean  economic  ministers,  at  
their  annual  meeting  in  2018,  
agreed to allow certified exporters 
to  self-certify  the  origin  of  their  
goods as part of efforts to improve 
convenience  for  businesses  and  
help them save costs.

Trade  and  Industry  Minister  
Chan Chun Sing said that year that 
Singapore-based  exporters  could  
potentially enjoy annual savings of 
about half a million dollars by not 
having to apply for a hard-copy cer-
tificate of origin.

Mr Luke Goh,  deputy secretary 
for trade at the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry, said in a statement 

last Friday that the AWSC “reflects 
Asean’s determination to simplify 
Customs  procedures  and  
strengthen supply chain connectiv-
ity  amidst  disruptions  caused  by  
the Covid-19 pandemic”.

“It will also bring about practical 
benefits to our businesses during 
this challenging time,” he added.

To  qualify  for  the  scheme,  ex-
porters need to apply to Singapore 
Customs to be a certified exporter.

Eligibility criteria include having 
a sound bookkeeping and record-
keeping system, having no record 
of  any Rules  of  Origin fraud and 
showing “a substantial amount of 
experience in export procedures”, 
according  to  the  Singapore  Cus-
toms website.

Ms Kaur said that her firm is final-
ising  a  location  for  a  second  re-
gional  plant  to  produce  surgical  
masks, and that “the exact dollar 
amount of savings would only be 
known to us once we have started 
to  transport  shipments  from  the  
new plant regionally”. 

Department head at Chinatown 
Food Corporation Emily Kwek said 
that she will need less time to get ex-
port documents in order under the 
AWSC.

Regional  chief  executive  of  
South-east  Asia  at  PSA  Interna-
tional  Ong  Kim  Pong  said:  “The  
scheme gives greater convenience 
to beneficiary cargo owners, saves 
time and costs, and ensures a seam-
less port clearance process.”

Singapore  Business  Federation  
chief executive Ho Meng Kit said 
that the AWSC pushes for regional 
integration, which will  help busi-
nesses save on tariffs. The scheme 
improves “market access in a more 
predictable  trading  environment  
while retaining rules-based multi-
lateralism”, he added.

“The  scheme  will  also  improve  
business  efficiency  and  provide  
added convenience for businesses, 
as it further streamlines the exist-
ing  exporting  processes  within  
Asean,” Mr Ho said.
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World News Day returns next Mon-
day with more than 100 media ti-
tles  around  the  world  having  
signed  up  to  mark  the  occasion  
with  special  reports,  interviews,  
webinars, shows and a lot more.

The Straits Times will mark the 
day with a special report in print 
and on www.straitstimes.com

The paper and the World Editors 
Forum (WEF), the community of 
editors within the World Associa-
tion of Newspapers and News Pub-
lishers,  will  launch  the  virtual  
global celebrations by hosting a we-
binar from the newsroom in Singa-
pore,  followed  by  a  30-minute  
show titled Journalism Through A 
Pandemic.

There  will  be  conversations  in  
Africa and Europe throughout the 
day, and the celebrations will end 
with a show produced by the Cana-
dian  Journalism  Foundation  and  
WEF. It will feature Dr Anthony S. 
Fauci, director of the US National In-
stitute of Allergy and Infectious Dis-
ease, and Philippine news website 
Rappler co-founder Maria Ressa.

A webinar titled “Covid-19: How 
Can You Contribute?” will feature 
panellists such as  Professor  Dale 
Fisher, an infectious diseases ex-
pert; Mr Viswa Sadasivan, chief ex-
ecutive of Strategic Moves and for-
mer Nominated MP; Dr June Tay, 
head  of  the  digital  media  pro-
gramme,  School  of  Science  and  
Technology at the Singapore Uni-
versity of Social Sciences (SUSS);  
and several editors from the region.

They will discuss the perils of the 
“infodemic”  during  the  Covid-19  
outbreak, the next steps to tackle 
Covid-19 and possible solutions to 
key issues  that  have emerged as 
countries and people grapple with 
the pandemic.

In addition, a short video by the 
National  Youth  Achievement  
Award  (NYAA)  Council  and  the  
SUSS on youth changemakers im-
proving  the  plight  of  those  im-
pacted  by  the  virus  will  be  

screened during the webinar.
Said NYAA Council executive di-

rector  James  Soh:  “In  today’s  
world,  people  need  positive  role  
models who can inspire and moti-
vate others to do good.

“This WND2020 webinar would 
be an excellent platform to instil 
positive change, especially during 
a crisis.”

The webinar is open to the public 

and will be held via teleconferen-
cing platform Zoom next Monday 
from  4pm  to  5.30pm  Singapore  
time. 

Those wishing to join in can regis-
ter at str.sg/WND2020

Back in Asia for the second year, 
World News Day aims to showcase 
the importance of having reliable 
sources of information and news to 
help people keep up with develop-
ments and make sense of the fast-
changing world around them.

“Many have looked to authorita-
tive  journalists  and  professional  
newsrooms for answers,” said Mr 
Warren Fernandez, editor-in-chief 
of Singapore Press Holdings’  En-
glish/Malay/Tamil  Media  Group  
and editor of The Straits Times. 

“They are seeking out and turn-
ing to those they can trust.

“This  is  why there  has  been  a  
surge  in  audiences,  and  sub-
scribers,  for  most  news  media.  
Quality media has debunked much 
fake news about the virus. It has 
helped people make sense of devel-
opments. It has helped bring com-
munities together,” he said.

Efforts to deliver quality cover-
age to  readers  will  also be high-
lighted  in  ST’s  show,  Journalism  
Through A Pandemic,  which will  
feature on-the-ground footage of  
correspondents across Asia.

This includes Straits Times China 
correspondent Elizabeth Law’s for-
midable journey to Wuhan’s Hua-
nan Seafood Market as one of the 
first reporters to visit the area – no-
toriously known to be the source of 
the viral infections in China. 

Last year, more than 40 news-
rooms around the world came to-
gether  to  celebrate  World  News  
Day  2019 through forums,  a  live  
show and story contributions on 
why real news matters.

Out of the more than 100 partici-
pating newsrooms this year, 20 are 
from Asia-Pacific,  10 from South 
Asia, 25 from Africa, 17 from Eu-
rope, 18 from Latin America and 20 
from North America.
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DIP Investments, which produces surgical masks under the Mohar Medical brand, will enjoy time savings of between three 
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WORLD NEWS DAY 2020 
WEBINAR
Covid-19: How can you 
contribute? 

Sept 28, Monday
4pm-5.30pm

To sign up, go to: 
str.sg/WND2020 

Initiative lets certified exporters 
self-certify origin of goods, 
saving companies time and costs

New scheme aims 
to speed up trade 
flows in Asean

TURNING TO TRUSTED SOURCES

Many have looked to 
authoritative journalists and 
professional newsrooms for 
answers. They are seeking out and 
turning to those they can trust. 
This is why there has been a surge 
in audiences, and subscribers, for 
most news media. Quality media 
has debunked much fake news 
about the virus. It has helped 
people make sense of 
developments. It has helped bring 
communities together.

’’MR WARREN FERNANDEZ, editor-in-chief 
of Singapore Press Holdings’ 
English/Malay/Tamil Media Group and 
editor of The Straits Times. 

World News Day on Sept 28 to 
showcase coverage of Covid-19

Bogus remedies, misinformation, disinformation, rumours 
and conspiracy theories – the internet has been �ooded with inaccurate 

information as the world grapples with Covid-19, leaving authorities 
anxious, overwhelming medical services and even leading to assaults, 

arson and deaths in extreme cases.

Are we doing enough to �ght back? And can we do better? 
Join in the discussions to listen in, and contribute.

HOW CAN YOU CONTRIBUTE?
COVID-19:

Monday, 28 September 2020

Register at http://str.sg/WND2020

1600 - 1730 SIN/HK / 1330-1500 IST / 0800-0930 GMT
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