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The People’s Action Party (PAP) 
will elect its top decision-making 
body  tomorrow  via  distributed  
voting, a departure from the norm 
necessitated by the pandemic. 

Typically, the more than 2,000 
PAP cadres would gather at a single 
venue such as the Singapore Expo 
during the biennial party confer-
ence to cast their votes for the cen-
tral executive committee (CEC). 

But with safe distancing rules in 
place, cadres will tomorrow morn-
ing  gather  at  their  respective  
branches  instead,  party  sources  
told The Straits Times. 

Each of the party’s 93 branch sec-
retaries  and  two  other  members  
from each branch will be deployed 
to other branches to facilitate the 
voting process and act as counting 
agents. Party leaders and MPs will 
gather at the NTUC Centre near Raf-
fles Place, and cast their votes there. 

On each ballot slip, seven names 
will  be  highlighted to  signal  the  
PAP’s own choice for its core lead-
ers.  Cadres  can  choose  up  to  12  
names to form the party’s highest 
decision-making body. 

The votes from each venue will 
be added up and the 12 who receive 
the highest number of votes will  
form  the  36th  CEC.  Under  the  
party’s Constitution, the commit-
tee can co-opt up to six more peo-
ple, for a total of 18. 

ST understands that the party will 
highlight the same seven names as 

two years ago. They are: Prime Min-
ister Lee Hsien Loong, 68; Deputy 
Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat,  
59;  Trade  and  Industry  Minister  
Chan Chun Sing, 51; Home Affairs 
and Law Minister K. Shanmugam, 
61; Health Minister Gan Kim Yong, 
61; Sustainability and the Environ-
ment Minister Grace Fu, 56; and So-
cial and Family Development Minis-
ter Masagos Zulkifli, 57. 

PM Lee, the PAP’s secretary-gen-
eral,  will  address the party from 
NTUC  Centre  tomorrow.  His  
speech  will  be  streamed  live  to  
members at the branches. 

Political observers told ST they 
do not expect any major changes 
to the party’s leadership, given the 
ongoing  public  health  and  eco-
nomic crises. Any drastic changes 
at the top could send the wrong 
signal and even have a destabilis-
ing effect, they said. 

Mr Heng and Mr Chan are the 
party’s first and second assistant 
secretaries-general.  There  were  
questions raised in some quarters 
over whether its succession plan 
should be relooked, after the team 
led by Mr Heng in East Coast GRC 
garnered 53.4 per cent of the vote 
against a Workers’ Party team in 
the last general election. 

National University of Singapore 
Associate Professor Bilveer Singh, 
a political scientist, said undermin-
ing  the  top  two  leaders  of  the  
party’s  fourth-generation  (4G)  
leadership team would signal “in-
tense politicking and possibly fac-
tionalism  within  the  PAP”,  and  
hurt the party in the near future. 

Stability  and continuity  should 

be the theme, he added. 
One  thing  to  watch  will  be  

whether  Education  Minister  
Lawrence Wong and National De-
velopment Minister Desmond Lee 
become  elected  CEC  members,  
said  Associate  Professor  Eugene  
Tan from Singapore Management 
University’s law school. 

“I won’t be surprised if the party 
faithful  feel  they are deserving,”  
Prof Tan added. 

Both men, who were co-opted in 
2018, are seen as key members of 
the 4G team. The party chose Mr 
Wong  to  front  its  post-mortem  
press  conference  on  GE2020,  
while Mr Lee led the party’s review 
on its election campaign. 

Dr Felix Tan,  an associate lec-
turer  at  SIM  Global  Education,  
noted that Mr Wong in particular 
has been pushed to the forefront 
this year, owing to his role as co-
chair  of  the  multi-ministry  task  
force tackling Covid-19. 

But  the  experts  were  split  on  
whether  labour  chief  Ng  Chee  
Meng, who lost the contest for Seng-
kang GRC in the July general elec-
tion, will be on the ballot this year. 

Prof Singh said having Mr Ng in 
the CEC would set a “bad prece-
dent”, given that he is no longer a 
minister or MP, while Dr Tan sug-
gested that the PAP might give Mr 
Ng  a  prominent  position  within  
the party, but stop short of putting 
his name on the CEC ballot. 

But Prof Tan said he would be sur-
prised if Mr Ng is not re-elected to 
the CEC. “I believe the party will 
rally behind him and underline its 
commitment to the close relation-
ship  between  the  PAP  and  the  
NTUC,” he said. 
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Efforts to step up education and 
research for non-profit organisa-
tions to help vulnerable members 
of society will get a boost with the 
formation of the Centre of Excel-
lence for Social Good at the Singa-
pore University of Social Sciences 
(SUSS). 

The centre will bring together ex-
pertise from the non-profit, public 
and private sectors in a collabora-
tion to enhance the non-profit sec-
tor’s capabilities and practices. 

It will have courses to train and 
educate  volunteers  and  staff  of  
non-profits in the areas of digitali-
sation,  productivity,  organisation 
effectiveness and governance. 

The centre will also conduct re-
search to help inform policies and 
direct effort where it is needed, and 
identify where partnerships and col-
laborations will be most effective. 

To launch the new centre,  the 
university signed a memorandum 
of  understanding  with  the  SG  
Cares Office, a unit under the Min-
istry of  Culture,  Community and 
Youth (MCCY), yesterday. 

The SG Cares Office will provide 
the new centre with support and 
resources  to  form  partnerships  
between the  private  and people  
sectors,  promote  ground-up  
initiatives  and  encourage volun-
teerism. 

The  memorandum  was  signed  
by  MCCY  deputy  secretary  Ang  
Hak Seng and SUSS provost Tsui 
Kai Chong, and witnessed by Cul-
ture, Community and Youth Minis-
ter Edwin Tong and SUSS presi-
dent Cheong Hee Kiat. 

Said  Mr  Tong:  “In  times  of  
change and uncertainty, there is a 
pressing need  for  non-profits  to  
improve capabilities. In doing so, 
non-profits  can  better  engage  
givers, adapt the modality of volun-
teering programmes, and also de-
liver  services  that  best  suit  the  
needs of vulnerable groups. 

“The launch of the Centre of Ex-
cellence for Social Good is indeed 
timely. It is also crucial in develop-
ing capabilities in the non-profit  
sector.” 

With  non-profit  organisations  
having  stronger  capabilities,  the  
entire  sector  will  become  more  
trusted and vibrant, and be able to 
effectively partner one another to 

address needs in a  more coordi-
nated  and  systematic  way,  he  
added. 

Professor  Cheong  said:  “For  
SUSS, the addition of this centre 
will bring social sector networks to 
us, extend our reach into the com-
munity, and strengthen our com-
mitment  of  promoting  engage-
ments for social good.” 

He added: “There are calls for in-
creasing partnerships and coordi-
nation to provide services on the 
ground. But the collaborative fo-
cus can also be increased in educa-
tion and training, applied research, 
advocacy  and  informing,  and  
strategic collaboration.” 

One non-profit organisation that 
hopes to benefit from the new cen-
tre is the Lions Home For The El-
ders, which aims to tap SUSS’ ex-
pertise for its clinical staff to fur-
ther their education and improve 
their professional capabilities. 

Its  board chairman Henre Tan 
said the home can provide data to 
SUSS  for  research  in  eldercare,  
which the centre can analyse. 

The home could use the findings 
to review its processes, he added. 
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Voting at all 93 branches owing to pandemic; 
observers expect no major changes to CEC

New SUSS centre to boost 
capabilities of non-profit sector

Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth deputy secretary Ang Hak Seng (far left) and Singapore University of Social 
Sciences provost Tsui Kai Chong with the memorandum of understanding on the new Centre of Excellence for Social Good 
yesterday. With them were Culture, Community and Youth Minister Edwin Tong (second from left) and SUSS president 
Cheong Hee Kiat, who witnessed the signing. PHOTO: SINGAPORE UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

PAP to elect top 
leadership body 
at party conference
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