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The postman will soon be deliver-
ing your mail by electric vehicles.

Singapore Post announced yes-
terday that it will replace all of its 
lighter vehicles with electric ones 
by 2026. For a start, it has begun pi-
lots of two e-scooters and two elec-
tric vans.

The  Iona  RAP  three-wheel  
scooter is being considered in the 
pilot to replace the company’s 700 

motorcycles and scooters that run 
on internal combustion engines.

The BYD T3 electric vans, if suc-
cessful, are also expected to gradu-
ally  phase  out  SingPost’s  140  
petrol-driven vans as their certifi-
cates of entitlement expire in the 
next five years.

SingPost’s target is to reduce ab-
solute greenhouse gas  emissions  
by 35 per cent by 2030.

The pilots should end some time 
in the next few months and could 
be further expanded, if criteria like 
safety are met.

“As Singapore’s leading last-mile 
and postal service provider, our de-
livery vehicles traverse the length 
and breadth of  the nation  every  
day,” said Mr Vincent Phang, chief 
executive  of  SingPost  Singapore  
and its postal services.

“There is tremendous potential 
for us to do better for the planet.”

The two Iona RAP scooters will 
be piloted on the Anson Road-Shen-
ton Way and Emerald Hill-Cairn-
hill routes, and will appear in a dis-
tinctive green livery, SingPost said.

They have been found to emit 
roughly  75  per  cent  less  green-
house gases compared with their 
internal combustion engine coun-
terparts. Each charge gives a range 
of 120km, far in excess of the 15km 
to  20km  average  that  postmen  
travel each day.

Their 500-litre cargo space also 
compares  favourably  with  the  
462-litre  cargo  volume  of  
SingPost’s  current  three-wheel  
scooters and the 164 litres of its mo-
torcycles.

SingPost  has  also  ensured  the  

scooter’s stability and that the elec-
tric motor is  adapted to the fre-
quent starts and stops required in 
delivery work. The Land Transport 
Authority has approved the vehi-
cle as a potential alternative.

The BYD T3 electric van emits 
about 50 per cent less greenhouse 
gases than petrol-driven vans and 
has  a  range  of  300km  on  a  full  
charge, with a maximum cargo vol-
ume of 3,800 litres.

SingPost said it is in talks with 
various distributors to replace its 
heavy  vehicle  fleet  with  electric  
trucks, making it the first postal ser-
vice in the Asia-Pacific region to 
commit to a 100 per cent electric 
delivery fleet.

Other big local companies that 
have committed to fully electrify-
ing their fleet include Wildlife Re-
serves Singapore.

The  park  operator  is  in  the  
process of converting all its trams 
at the Singapore Zoo, River Safari, 
Night Safari and Jurong Bird Park 
to run on electricity by the end of 
this year. Its entire internal fleet – 
consisting of vans, lorries, buggies 
and tow tractors – should turn elec-
tric by 2025.

clementy@sph.com.sg

Singapore Post 
has begun pilots 
of two 
e-scooters and 
two electric 
vans. The pilots 
should end some 
time in the next 
few months and 
could be further 
expanded, if 
criteria like 
safety are met.
ST PHOTO: NG SOR 
LUAN

Ng Wei Kai 

Researchers from the Singapore University of So-
cial Sciences (SUSS) will be conducting a five-year 
study on how Singaporeans use their time. 

The project will involve 1,000 families or about 
3,000 individual participants, SUSS said at a fund-
ing presentation ceremony yesterday. 

SUSS will seek to understand how Singaporeans’ 
routines and rituals have been changed by the pan-
demic and the restrictions on social activity, and 
how caregiving arrangements for the young and old 
are evolving. 

The study will do this by looking at how much 
time Singaporeans spend at home, the workplace or 
school, and their attitudes towards this, researchers 
said. 

At  the  ceremony  held  on  SUSS’  campus  in  
Clementi,  the National Council  of  Social  Service 
(NCSS)  and  non-profit  organisation  Ngee  Ann  
Kongsi (NAK) inked an agreement to contribute 
about $2.27 million to the study, which is named 
NCSS-NAK 360 Panel Research. 

It was attended by Minister of State for Education 
and Social and Family Development Sun Xueling. 

In his speech at the event, SUSS president Cheong 
Hee Kiat said the research will be able to contribute 
to good policy decisions by helping policymakers 
understand what is happening on the ground. 

The principal investigator of the study is psycholo-
gist Leong Chan-Hoong, an associate professor at 
the SUSS Centre for Applied Research. He told The 
Straits Times that the study has been in the works 
for about a year. 

He said: “We are looking at how time can be used 
as  a  proxy  to  measure  Singaporeans’  priorities,  
from family duties to work and education, an area 
which is very under-researched in this country.” 

He added:  “Although  there  are  other  tracking 
studies in Singapore, none so far has focused on the 
entire household. Doing so will allow us to get more 
insights into family dynamics and allow us to under-
stand the perspectives of people playing different 
roles in a household.” 

The study will take a random sample of 1,000 Sin-
gaporean households, defined as those living under 
one roof, taking into account a variety of family struc-
tures. Participants must be at least 10 years old when 
they begin to be interviewed for the study. The field-
work is set to start over the next few months. 

The study will follow the 1,000 families over the 
next five years with repeated interviews. 
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POPULAR CARS FORRENT

Bmw318i
Short Term: $65 /day
LongTerm: $1700 /mth
Private Hire: $450 /week

HondaVezel
Short Term: $60 /day
LongTerm: $999 /mth
Private Hire: $370 /week

Toyota Estima
Short Term: $70 /day
LongTerm: $1800 /mth
Private Hire: $500 /week

Mercedes-Benz E200
Short Term: $140 /day
LongTerm: $2499 /mth
Private Hire: $700 /week

Porsche Panamera 4S
$450 per 6 hrs
$750 per 12 hrs
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