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Students at  the National Univer-
sity  of  Singapore  (NUS)  have  
started taking  on short-term  job  
stints from companies while study-
ing, with the help of the univer-
sity’s digital marketplace.

Yesterday, the jobs platform was 
launched at NUS by Education Min-
ister Chan Chun Sing, along with a 
networking platform that aims to 
bring  together  about  400,000  
NUS students and graduates.

Following a pilot last month, stu-
dents can use the jobs platform, 
dubbed  Internship-As-A-Service  
(IAAS),  to  get  a  taste  of  a  wide  
range of careers and earn income 

from these gigs.
By the end of this year, they will 

be  able  to  earn  modular  credits  
that count towards graduation re-
quirements, said NUS.

Tech  firm  Oracle,  ride-hailing  
app Grab and Singapore Airlines 
are some of the more than 60 indus-
try partners that have joined the 
platform.

At the launch of the online plat-
forms  yesterday,  NUS  president  
Tan Eng Chye said the online plat-
forms are part of the university’s 
push to enhance interdisciplinary 
learning for its students over the 
past two years.

He said the IAAS platform opens 
up opportunities for students to un-
dertake  meaningful  gigs  from  a  
broad spectrum of domains with-
out being tied down by the aca-
demic calendar or duration.

Such stints will  equip students 
with a richer combination of skills 
and work experience when they  

graduate, he added. 
Mr Chan said: “Students can ap-

ply for any job stint posted so long 
as they have the required skill sets. 
They  are  not  bounded  by  their  
field of studies.”

These platforms will also “enable 
convenient and direct access to tal-
ent in the NUS community”, Profes-
sor Tan added.

Under IAAS, students can match 
their skills  in  areas such as  pro-
gramming,  data  analysis  and  
graphic  design  with  job  assign-
ments from industry partners rang-
ing  from  multinational  corpora-
tions to small  and medium-sized 
enterprises and start-ups. 

To date,  over 400 projects are 
available.

Students can also tap the experi-
ence of alumni through the univer-
sity’s networking platform conNec-
tUS to chart their career.

The NUS Graduate Students’ So-
ciety, for instance, has identified 

more than 50 new alumni mentors 
through conNectUS to provide ad-
vice to its members.

Since the soft launch of conNec-
tUS  in  July  last  year,  more  than  
10,000 NUS students and alumni 
have joined the platform.

At the launch ceremony yester-
day, Mr Chan called the IAAS jobs 
platform  a  “tremendous  break-
through”, as the service will tran-
scend the challenge of having com-
panies fit their schedules to the aca-
demic calendar in order to take on 
interns.

He noted that  the alumni net-
work was also an example of the 
way forward for  all  institutes  of  
higher learning.

He said: “(They) should not just 
be a place for foundational learn-
ing, but (aim) to become institutes 
of  continuous  learning,  where  
alumni  return  to  augment  their  
skill  sets and  remain relevant in 
the  workforce  and  at  the  same  
time,  contribute to  their  juniors’  
learning experience.”

Among those who have trialled 
the  IAAS  platform  is  final-year  
NUS Business School student Sta-
cia Tay Hui Wen, who credits her 
deeper knowledge of the financial 
market to a two-month internship 
at consultancy Marathon Advisors.

The 23-year-old said: “NUS IAAS 
provides  students  with  exciting  
new opportunities.

“Besides the usual internships, I 
am now able to take on projects 
and internships of flexible lengths, 
throughout my studies, to expand 
different skill sets.”

aqing@sph.com.sg
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Tourism  operators  can  partner  
healthcare  providers  to  offer  a  
safer travel experience, or plan off-
peak visits to attractions as part of 
exclusive itineraries for visitors.

These are among the strategies 
highlighted  in  one  of  two  new  
guides launched yesterday to help 
the tourism sector navigate new  
norms brought about by Covid-19, 
as Singapore prepares to welcome 
more international travellers.

One guide contains information 
about tourism and lifestyle offer-
ings,  while  the  other  suggests  
strategies  to  better  understand  
consumers.

“These two resources aim to help 
the industry design and deliver in-
novative experiences  that  are  in  
line with new traveller demands,” 
said the Singapore Tourism Board 
(STB), adding that the guides were 
the result of partnerships between 
the STB and five industry bodies – 
the National Association of Travel 
Agents Singapore, the Association 
of Singapore Attractions, the Singa-
pore Association of  Conventions  
and Exhibition Organisers and Sup-
pliers, the Singapore Hotel Associa-
tion  and  the  Society  of  Tourist  
Guides Singapore.

These partnerships  arose  from 
the Emerging Stronger Taskforce’s 
Tourism Alliance for Action, which 
was started in June 2020 to deepen 
cross-sector  collaboration  in  
tourism.

The Safe Itinerary Guide outlines 
various strategies businesses can 
adopt  to  improve  visitor  experi-
ence. For example, businesses can 
explore cross-sector partnerships 
with healthcare providers to offer 
travellers  round-the-clock  medi-
cal assistance.

The guide also says businesses 
should group customers into spe-
cific segments by predicting their 
behaviour,  for  instance,  and  ac-
cording to their needs. In this way, 
they  can  design  a  more  person-
alised and authentic itinerary, in-
stead of basing it on demographics 
or the purpose of the visit.

The other guide, called the Expe-
rience  Singapore!  Compendium,  
consists of tourism and lifestyle of-
ferings  for  leisure  and  business  
travellers  across  various  price  
points and interests.

STB director of travel agents and 
tourist guides Kenneth Lim said: 
“As international  tourism  gradu-
ally resumes, consumers will have 
to  navigate  various  health  and  
safety  requirements  when  plan-
ning their travels... We hope that 
these resources will  be useful as 
Singapore  progressively  reopens  
our borders.”

tanpya@sph.com.sg

Education Minister Chan Chun Sing (centre), flanked by National University of Singapore provost Ho Teck Hua (left) and president Tan Eng Chye, at a demonstration of the Internship-As-A-Service jobs 
platform at the university yesterday. The platform allows students to get a taste of a wide range of careers and earn income from these gigs. ST PHOTO: GAVIN FOO
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After graduating from the Singa-
pore University of Social Sciences 
(SUSS) in 2016, Mr Ang Yew Shen 
went into the financial industry as 
a  consultant,  where  he  quickly  
rose up to become a sales director.

But when he won the top award 
for sales in his company in 2018, he 
felt empty. “That made me think a 
lot about what I could do to feel ful-

filled,” he said. 
He realised that one way to do 

that was to give back to society.
Mr Ang,  32,  yesterday donated 

$50,000  to  his  alma  mater,  the  
largest  donation  by  an  alumnus  
since SUSS was started in 2005. The 
money will go towards the Ang Yew 
Shen  Study  Award,  which  gives  
$3,000 to the most improved final-
year business student every year.

Potential recipients will be short-
listed before the start of the final 
academic  year  and  the  student  

with  the  most  improved  grade  
point  average  will  be  given  the  
award at the end of his final year.

Mr Ang, a  marketing graduate,  
said of the award’s innovative ap-
proach: “(Students) can get a big 
push in their final year to ‘chiong’ 
and  have  a  breakthrough  which  
will help their career.” 

The donation will be matched by 
a Ministry of Education grant of 
$75,000, and a part of it will be in-
vested so the fund for students can 
run perpetually.

Mr Ang presented a cheque to 
SUSS president Cheong Hee Kiat at 
the gift  agreement  signing cere-
mony at the university yesterday.

Mr Ang had grown up in a family 
that was often short on money but 
not love. His mum was a housewife 
and his dad took on work as a me-
chanic, a lorry driver and then a 
taxi driver, working 12-hour shifts 
to put food on the table.

“But we were rich in love – my 
family gave us love to be a better 

person  when  we  grow  up,”  said  
Mr Ang, who has two younger sib-
lings. His parents also ensured that 
the children could pursue higher 
education.

But Mr Ang’s academic journey 
was not smooth. He said he was a 
rebellious teen who spent his time 
playing computer  games.  His  O-
level grades suffered as a result. 

He went on to study engineering 
at a polytechnic, but continued to 
languish until his fourth semester, 
when he had a change in outlook. 
“I asked myself: Why don’t I give 
myself a second chance to perform 
like  scholars,  to  see  myself  as  
one?” he said. When his hard work 
paid off,  he realised he could do 
well when he put in the effort.

Mr Ang hopes his donation will 
spur others to do the same. “When 
people experience kindness, it will 
be  ingrained  in  their  minds  and 
they will start to give back.”

shermaineang@sph.com.sg 
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Graduating secondary school stu-
dents will receive their posting re-
sults from the Joint Admissions Ex-
ercise (JAE) at 9am next Friday,  
said  the  Ministry  of  Education  

(MOE) yesterday. 
Students can get their results via 

SMS  or  at  www.moe.gov.sg/jae,  
the ministry added.

The exercise, which takes place 
yearly, lets O-level holders apply 
for courses offered by junior col-
leges, Millennia Institute, the five 
polytechnics and the Institute of 

Technical Education (ITE).
Students posted to a junior col-

lege or Millennia Institute must re-
port in school at 7.30am on Feb 7.

If they cannot turn up that day, 
they may contact their schools to 
confirm that they will be enrolling 
there, and the schools will reserve a 
place for them, MOE said.

Students who have been posted 
to a polytechnic or the ITE will re-
ceive a  letter  from  their  schools  
with details on enrolment.

MOE added that students who 
want to appeal for a transfer to an-
other junior college should contact 
the school they would like to trans-
fer to by phone or e-mail.

It said: “The junior college has the 
discretion to consider the applica-
tion if it has available vacancies and 
if the applicant meets its course cut-
off point for this year’s exercise.”

Students who want to transfer to 
Millennia Institute should also con-
tact it by phone or e-mail.

Students who want to transfer to 

another polytechnic or ITE’s two-
year Higher Nitec course may do 
so through the JAE Online Appeal 
Portal at https://jaeappeal.edu.sg 

MOE added that it encourages stu-
dents who were not posted to any 
course during this exercise to sub-
mit an appeal through the same por-
tal.

Appeals open at 9am next Friday 
and close at 4pm on Feb 9.

The  appeal  results  will  be  re-
leased on Feb 22.

ngweikai@sph.com.sg

Launch part of push to boost 
interdisciplinary learning 

Singapore University of Social Sciences president Cheong Hee Kiat (left) with 
alumnus Ang Yew Shen at the gift  agreement signing ceremony yesterday.  
PHOTO: SINGAPORE UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
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Posting results for Joint Admissions Exercise out on Feb 4 
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