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The newly announced carbon tax 
hike is meant to send a signal to 
companies that carbon emissions 
have an explicit cost because of 
their impact on the environment, 
said  Minister  for  Sustainability  
and the Environment Grace Fu 
yesterday.

“Producers of such greenhouse 
gases need to price in (the carbon 
tax) when they are making their 
business decisions,” she added.

Explaining  the  rationale  be-
hind the tax hike, she said she 
hopes the higher and adequate 
amount  will  tip  the  scales  to-
wards environmental sustainabil-
ity “rather than put a zero price 
or $5 at this moment”.

She added: “Businesses in the 
petrochemical,  pharmaceutical
or  semiconductor  sectors  will  
then price (the costs) in and say, 
‘If I need to pay x amount because 
of  carbon  emissions  over  the  
next six, eight, 10 years, maybe 
it’s worthwhile for me to install 
some equipment that will be of 
higher energy efficiency, or cap-
ture some of the carbon dioxide 
that has been emitted, so that I 
can reduce my carbon tax bill.’”

She was speaking at a panel dis-
cussion at the Singapore Univer-
sity of Social Sciences (SUSS) af-
ter it tied up with the Singapore 
Scout  Association  to  develop
green initiatives for its students 
and help them hone leadership 
skills in the sustainability scene.

In his Budget speech on Friday, 
Finance  Minister  Lawrence
Wong  said  Singapore’s  carbon  
tax rate will be raised from $5 per 
tonne of  emissions to between 
$50 and $80 by 2030 to help the 
country  reach  net-zero  emis-
sions by or around 2050.

Singapore’s  carbon  tax  cur-
rently applies to all facilities pro-
ducing at least 25,000 tonnes of 
greenhouse  gas  emissions  in  a  
year. They include 30 to 40 large 
emitters such as oil refineries and 
power  generation  plants.  They  
contribute 80 per cent of the na-
tion’s greenhouse gas emissions.

Ms Fu added that the Govern-
ment will use the tax collected to 
get companies to adopt carbon-
reduction  measures.  For  in-
stance, if a small business wants 
to  install  an  energy-efficient
chiller or air-conditioner, it can 
apply  for  grants  from  the  Na-
tional Environment Agency.

The Government also intends 

to introduce more grants to en-
courage  companies  to  reduce
their energy usage, she added.

Yesterday,  Ms  Fu  witnessed  
the inking of a memorandum of 
understanding  between  SUSS  
and the Singapore Scout Associa-
tion.  They  will  develop  a  pro-
gramme  of  courses,  workshops  
and community projects to help 
SUSS  students  understand  the  
United Nations’ Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs).

The collaboration, which kicks 
off next month, will prepare the 
students for the emerging green 
economy, said SUSS in a  state-
ment yesterday.

Under the programme, the stu-
dents  will  take  short  modules,  
such as on using new technology 
to further the green movement. 
They will also do more commu-
nity service,  which is already a 
graduating  requirement  for  all  
full-time undergraduates.

They are also encouraged to ini-
tiate and co-create green projects 
with the community, said SUSS 
president Cheong Hee Kiat.

The SDGs  comprise  17  global  
ambitions, such as ensuring wa-
ter security  and  combating  cli-
mate change impacts, which are 
intended to be achieved by 2030.

Ms Fu noted that next year, the 
UN will review the SDGs and tell 
countries what further improve-
ments to make to meet the goals.

The programme will be spear-
headed by SUSS’ Centre of Excel-
lence for Social Good. The cen-
tre’s director, Professor Ang Hak 
Seng, said he envisions students 
working with the scouts to organ-
ise community competitions and 
games to encourage more seniors 
to recycle, for instance.

If  students  need  funding  for  
projects, they can tap resources 
such as the SG Eco Fund or the Na-
tional Youth Fund, said Ms Fu.

The $50 million SG Eco Fund 
was launched by her ministry in 
November  2020  to  support
ground-up projects  on environ-
mental sustainability.
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Fears  of  a  conflict  in  Ukraine  
heightened further yesterday,
with  reports  of  an  escalation  in  
fighting in the eastern part of the 
country  after  US  President  Joe  
Biden said that he believed his Rus-
sian  counterpart  Vladimir  Putin  
had decided on an invasion in the 
coming days, targeting the Ukrain-
ian capital of Kyiv.

Mr Putin was seen observing ex-
ercises staged by Russian strategic 
nuclear missile forces along with 
the  leader  of  neighbouring  Be-
larus, Mr Alexander Lukashenko, 
from what the Kremlin described 
as a “situation centre”.

The Kremlin said Russia had suc-
cessfully test-launched hyper-
sonic and cruise missiles at sea and 

land-based targets.
Referring to the Russian leader, 

Mr Biden told reporters on Friday: 
“As of this moment, I’m convinced 
he’s made the decision (on an at-
tack). We have reason to believe 
that.” Citing “a significant intelli-
gence  capability”,  the  US  leader  
also said there was still room for 
Russia to “choose diplomacy”,
adding that it was not too late to 
de-escalate and return to the nego-
tiating table. 

Talks between US Secretary of  
State Antony Blinken and his Rus-
sian counterpart Sergei Lavrov are 
scheduled for Feb 24 in Europe,  
and any Russian military action be-
fore that date will make it “clear 
that they have slammed the door 
shut  on  diplomacy”,  Mr  Biden  
added.

Tensions on the ground in
Ukraine continued to rise over the 
weekend amid increased shelling 
involving Russian-backed rebels in 

the  eastern  part  of  the  country.  
Two Russian-backed separatist
leaders ordered military mobilisa-
tions and urged civilians to evacu-
ate to Russia, citing “Kyiv’s aggres-
sion”, which Ukraine has denied. 

Pictures and videos showed bus-
loads of civilians crossing into
Russia. 

International monitors reported 
a  “dramatic  increase”  in  attacks  
along  a  ceasefire  line  dividing  
rebel  and  government  forces.  A  
Ukrainian  soldier  was  killed  by  
shelling  yesterday  morning,  the  
first such death reported in weeks, 
the BBC said.

The US estimates there are now 
between 169,000 and 190,000 Rus-
sian troops and aligned militia on 
Ukraine’s border, Mr Michael Car-
penter, the US ambassador to the 
Organisation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe, said in a state-
ment on Friday. 

He called the build-up “the most 
significant military mobilisation in 
Europe  since  the  Second  World  
War”.

The New York Times quoted US 
officials as saying new intelligence 

showed  that  nearly  half  of  the  
150,000 Russian forces have
moved out of staging and into com-
bat formation and could launch a 
full-scale invasion within days.

Russia denies that it is planning 
an attack,  and  Mr Putin has  de-
manded  that  the  North  Atlantic  
Treaty  Organisation  (Nato)  stop  
Ukraine from joining the pro-West-
ern alliance, which he sees as a se-
curity  threat,  and  withdraw  its  
forces from former Soviet  states 
that had chosen to join the West-
ern alliance.

The US and its European allies 
have been warning for weeks that 
Russia will seek to set up a false jus-
tification to act against Ukraine.

Meanwhile, senior US and Euro-
pean leaders, as well as Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky,
met at the Munich Security Confer-
ence yesterday.

Mr Zelensky said that his coun-
try would not respond to provoca-
tions near its borders.

In her keynote speech, US Vice-
President Kamala Harris promised 
the US would impose far-reaching 
financial sanctions and export con-
trols if Russia were to launch an at-
tack.

“I can say with absolute certainty 
that  if Russia further invades
Ukraine,  the  United  States,  to-
gether with our allies and partners, 
will  impose  significant  and  un-
precedented economic costs,” she 
said.
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Members of Ukraine’s Territorial Defence Forces taking part in a drill at a former asphalt factory on the outskirts of Kyiv yesterday. Tensions on the ground in 
Ukraine continued to rise over the weekend amid increased shelling involving Russian-backed rebels in the eastern part of the country. PHOTO: BLOOMBERG
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