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A group of senior Muslim religious 
leaders  in  Singapore  yesterday  
called on Muslims to reject preach-
ers who hold views that go against 
Islamic and universal values of hu-
manity and mercy. 

The  Religious  Rehabilitation  
Group (RRG) did not name any in-
dividuals  in  its  statement,  but  
shared in a Facebook post media re-
ports on why Singapore had de-
nied entry to Indonesian preacher 
Abdul Somad Batubara over his ex-
tremist teachings. 

“The  Religious  Rehabilitation  
Group responds with deep embar-
rassment and utmost regret to a fel-
low preacher who appears to pos-
sess and propagate views that are 
opposed to accepted Islamic and 
universal  values  of  humanity,  
mercy and unconditional  love to 
others,” said the group in a Face-
book post. 

“We stand strong by the Singa-
pore Government’s  position that  
divisive and segregationist  views 
have no place in this country.” 

The RRG brings together Islamic 
scholars and teachers who volun-
tarily assist in the religious coun-
selling of radicalised individuals, in-
cluding terror detainees, and inocu-
late the wider community against 
extremist views. 

On Monday, Home Affairs and 
Law  Minister  K.  Shanmugam  
shared that Somad had been on the 
authorities’  radar for some time,  
when it emerged that some individ-

uals investigated for radicalisation 
had been watching his videos and 
following his preachings. 

Among them was a 17-year-old 
detained under the Internal Secu-
rity Act in January 2020, who had 
watched  Somad’s  YouTube  lec-
tures on suicide bombing, and be-
gun to believe such bombers were 
martyrs. 

The minister also noted that So-
mad had denigrated Christian sym-
bols, and after Somad publicised 
his being turned away, some of his 
supporters posted threats against 
Singapore online. 

Somad has a sizeable following 
online, but is also a controversial 
figure in Indonesia, where main-
stream Muslim leaders have criti-
cised his divisive teachings. 

In its statement, the RRG specifi-
cally  addressed  three  points  
concerning  Somad’s  teachings,  
and  clarified  how  they  are  
opposed to accepted Islamic and 

universal values. 
One, by suggesting a parallel be-

tween prophetic wars and suicide 
bombings, he “shows a severe lack 
of understanding of the principles 
and tenets of wars in Islam”. 

Two, “by degrading the places, 
ways or instruments of worship of 
others, he has breached the founda-
tional principle of interfaith rela-
tions and dialogue in Islam – re-
spect”, the RRG said. 

It noted that interfaith relations 
are built upon similarities and ap-
preciation of differences as a di-
vine blessing. 

Three,  Muslims  should  reject  
such  preachers  or  others  with  
views opposed to the spirit of the 
shariah, or Islamic law, even if they 
are from within their own fold, the 
RRG said. 

This is because they should sup-
port  the  truth  and  reject  false-
hoods, no matter who they origi-
nate from. 

The RRG said that it regards har-
monious and cohesive life in a mul-
tiracial society as a key part of liv-
ing in Singapore, and called on Mus-
lims here to value and cherish the 
country’s peace and harmony. 

“Let  us  preserve  this  stability  
and not let any divisive statements 
be  a  setback  to  the  harmonious  
preservation of faith and humanity 
that we all work for,” it added. 

“Fellow Singaporeans, it is our re-
sponsibility to strengthen social co-
hesion and religious harmony and 
to safeguard our common spaces.” 
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Learner drivers will be able to opt 
for an electric vehicle (EV) at Com-
fortDelGro  Driving  Centre  from  
next month.

The  centre  is  adding  five  
Hyundai Kona Electric (Standard 
Range) vehicles to its training fleet 
on June 1 and plans to grow this to 
100  units  by  2030.  This  means  
more than half of its learner fleet 
will be EVs by then.

ComfortDelGro said it chose the 
Hyundai Kona Electric for its small 
turning radius,  which  is  suitable  
for the centre’s driving circuit.

To charge these EVs, Comfort-
DelGro  Driving  Centre  has  in-
stalled five alternate current (AC) 
charging stations on its premises. 

Each EV takes about six hours to 
be fully charged.

The EVs will also be available to 

corporate  learners  for  defensive  
and familiarisation driving courses 
and  to  learners  who  book  slots  
through  the  company’s  MyCDC  
app.

ComfortDelGro said learners un-
dergoing  EV  training  for  their  

Class 3A licence can expect slight 
differences relating to the sensitiv-
ity  of  the  accelerator,  engine  
sound, engine brake and turning ra-
dius.

On top of the battery-powered 
Hyundais, ComfortDelGro Driving 
Centre will be adding two electric 
Alrendo TS Bravo motorcycles by 
the  year  end.  These  will  be  for  
Class 2A licence holders who wish 
to attend refresher courses.

In  addition  to  electrifying  its  
training fleet, ComfortDelGro is re-
ducing its carbon footprint by tap-
ping solar power. 

It has installed 290 solar panels 
on the rooftop of its driving centre, 
which will result in a 30 per cent re-
duction of its electricity bills.

ComfortDelGro  Driving  Centre  
chief executive Vincent Tan said: 
“With greater awareness in the field 
of sustainability, it is timely that we 
start rolling out EVs so that learners 
become more familiar with such ve-
hicles. If  demand for EV training 
picks up, we expect to add on even 
more of such vehicles.”

He added that the company is  
considering making electric motor-
cycles available to those who sign 
up for its defensive riding courses 
as well.
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A  pioneering  faculty  member  of  
the Singapore  Management Uni-
versity (SMU) has been appointed 
as dean of its law school. 

Professor  Lee  Pey  Woan  will  
serve a five-year term from July 1 as 
dean  of  SMU  Yong  Pung  How  
School of Law (YPHSL). 

Prof Lee, who is currently the uni-
versity’s  vice-provost  of  faculty  
matters,  will  replace  Professor  
Goh Yihan, who will take on a new 
role as a Judicial Commissioner of 
the Supreme Court. 

He will serve a term of two years 
from July 1. 

SMU  yesterday  said  that  Prof  
Lee was appointed following an 
extensive  and  rigorous  global  
search that started in August last 
year. 

In her statement, Prof Lee said 
that the school is a credible part-
ner of key stakeholders – including 
government agencies, courts, the 
legal  profession  and  select  busi-
nesses – in advancing the interests 
of the legal profession and the com-
munity as a whole. 

“Together, we can build on this 
firm foundation to realise our edu-
cational and scholarly ambitions to 

become Asia’s leading law school,” 
she added. 

Prof Lee,  who is 53, graduated 
from King’s College, University of 
London, with a law degree in 1990, 
before receiving her civil law de-
gree  from  Oxford  University  in  
1992. 

She joined SMU’s  now defunct 
law department in 2000. 

After the university set up its law 
school in 2007, she was appointed 
as associate professor of law the 
next year. 

She then served at SMU in differ-
ent capacities, including as asso-
ciate dean of teaching and curricu-
lum matters and academic direc-

tor for faculty matters. 
SMU provost Timothy Clark said 

Prof  Lee  has  been  a  dedicated  
member of SMU since its establish-
ment,  and has  served in  various  
management roles. 

“The YPHSL, which is celebrat-
ing its 15 years of  establishment 
this year, is at a pivotal point of its 
development. 

“I am confident that Pey Woan 
will build upon the strong founda-
tion laid by her predecessors and 
take the law school to even greater 
heights  in  its  next  phase  of  
growth,” he said. 
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More low-income students aspir-
ing to be lawyers will soon be able 
to fulfil their dreams without feel-
ing bogged down by their tuition 
fees, as a scholarship programme 
was expanded on Monday.

The Singapore Academy of Law 
(SAL) Undergraduate Scholarship, 
which has been helping students 
from Singapore Management Uni-
versity (SMU) and National Univer-
sity of Singapore (NUS) since 2017, 
will  now  also  benefit  students  
from the Singapore University of 
Social Sciences (SUSS).

This was announced by SAL – a 
statutory board and a promotion 
and development agency for Singa-
pore’s legal industry – at a signing 
ceremony held at its premises at 
The Adelphi on Monday.

There will also be other expan-
sions to the scholarship.

Apart from receiving full cover-
age of tuition fees, scholarship re-
cipients will now also get a sum for 
living expenses. This means SMU 
and NUS recipients will receive a 
total of $23,000 a year, and SUSS 
students will get $21,610 a year.

They will also be given the op-
tion to participate in an internship 
programme with SAL.

At the ceremony, SAL chief exec-
utive Rama Tiwari signed five-year 
agreements with NUS law dean Si-
mon  Chesterman,  SMU’s  Yong  
Pung How School of Law associate 
dean Alvin See Wei Liang and SUSS 
president Cheong Hee Kiat.

SAL’s previous pacts with NUS 
and SMU had expired.

The signing was witnessed by Jus-
tice Kannan Ramesh, a member of 
the SAL awards and prizes commit-
tee.

SAL has set aside more than $1.4 
million over the next five years for 
the  scholarship,  which  will  be  
awarded to up to three students 
yearly, one from each university.

Eligible  candidates  can  apply  
through their universities  during 
an annual exercise.  Those short-
listed will be interviewed and se-
lected  by  judges  from  SAL’s  
awards,  prizes  and  scholarship  
committee  which  comprises  a  
panel of High Court judges.

At  Monday’s  ceremony,  SUSS  
law dean Leslie Chew said its law 
school was set up in 2017 to facili-
tate mid-career transitions, which 
by definition means its  students  
are  working  adults,  with  about  
one-third of them paralegals work-
ing in law firms.

He added: “Based on our student 
profile, many – although working 
– need financial help. 

“In fact, about 10 to 15 per cent 
drop out in the second year primar-
ily  because  of  financial  con-
straints.  Needless  to  say,  there-
fore,  the  (scholarship)  is  very  
timely and much appreciated.”

Since its inception, the scholar-
ship has benefited 10 students.
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ComfortDelGro 
Driving Centre 
to get electric 
cars, motorbikes

ComfortDelGro Driving Centre is adding five Hyundai Kona Electric vehicles (top) 
to its training fleet on June 1 and two electric Alrendo TS Bravo motorcycles 
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Professor Lee Pey Woan will serve as dean of the law 
school at SMU for a five-year term from July 1. 
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