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It might last less than two minutes,
but dispatching naval divers into 
the waters of Marina Bay from a he-

licopter at the upcoming National 
Day Parade at the floating platform 
requires precise timing and
months of training.

The  Republic  of  Singapore  Air  
Force helicopter pilot Daniel Goh, 
42,  said executing this Total  De-

fence Display segment safely and 
putting  up  a  good  show  takes  a  
great deal of coordination.

The  last  time  this  segment  –  
called Helocast – was showcased 
was in 2017.

This  year,  it  is  roaring back in 
style  with  a  new  Chinook  heli-
copter, the CH-47F, which boasts 
upgraded avionics and autopilot ca-
pabilities. 

Six divers will be jumping in suc-

cession from the helicopter.
Major Goh, who will be flying the 

aircraft, said it can be manoeuvred 
more easily and with greater preci-
sion than previous models of Chi-
nooks.

The Republic of Singapore Navy’s 
Combatant Craft Medium vessels 
and naval divers will be deployed 
during the segment in response to 
“hostile  forces”,  in  a  high-speed  
boat chase.

Maj Goh said the challenge lies in 
executing  the  manoeuvres  in  a  
small area and within a tight time-
frame. “Within a short span of two 
minutes, there are multiple events 
ongoing,  so  it’s  essential  for  all  
crew to be familiar with our roles 
and responsibilities,” he said.

Due to the small area, divers have 
to nail the precise timing in jump-
ing one after another.

Naval diver Daniel Chow, 36, said 
the  high-speed  boat  chase  takes  
place in an area much smaller than 
the vast open sea where the navy 
usually trains. 

The air  force and navy started 
planning and training for the seg-
ment in May.

Third  Warrant  Officer  (3WO)  
“Riptide”, a naval diver who cannot 
be named due to security reasons, 
will be driving a Combatant Craft 
Medium vessel in the chase.

He said: “When we train, we al-

ways go through a dry run on shore 
before we hit the water. In the wa-
ter, we will go slow from 25 per cent 
speed to 50, 75, then 100 per cent.”

Maj Chow said the divers started 
with pool jumps and moved to the 
sea before rehearsing with their air 
force counterparts at The Float @ 
Marina Bay.

The air force tapped flight simula-
tors to gear up for the segment. The 
team also did a ground reconnais-
sance to take stock of new obsta-
cles, as the Marina Bay landscape 
has  changed  over  the  past  five  
years, Maj Goh said.

It also conducted an aerial over-
view to take into account the build-
ings and crowd in order to ensure a 
safe separation.

During the segment, air crew spe-
cialist Kelmond Ng, 27, has to con-
vey information between the pilot 
and  divers  on  the  Chinook,  sig-
nalling to the divers when to jump 
and ensuring they are safe before 
the aircraft departs the bay.

The segment, which has 17 navy 
and five air force personnel work-
ing together to pull it off, is over-
seen by a control tower, he added.

3WO “Riptide” cannot wait for 
showtime to begin and looks for-
ward to “the adrenaline rush when 
we hear the timer counting down, 
cueing us in”.

Maj Chow said the support of au-
diences has kept him going
through long hours of rehearsals on 
top of his work. 

“I want to bring assurance (to the 
audience) that we have come out of 
the  Covid-19  situation  and  are  
slowly transitioning to living with 
it,” he added.
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Several  roads  and  lanes  will  be  
closed tomorrow for the National 
Day Parade (NDP) preview,  said  
the police. 

The rehearsal, which is expected 
to host a capacity crowd, will  be 
held at The Float @ Marina Bay.

During the closures, only autho-

rised  vehicles,  police  and  emer-
gency vehicles will have access to 
the roads. Auxiliary police officers 
and Singapore Armed Forces mar-
shals will  be deployed at the af-
fected junctions to help and direct 
motorists.

Traffic delays are expected along 

Raffles Avenue, Temasek Avenue, 
Bayfront  Avenue,  Raffles  Boule-
vard, Republic Boulevard, Robin-
son  Road,  Cecil  Street,  Collyer  
Quay and Nicoll Highway.

Police advise motorists to plan 
their routes early and avoid these 
roads. Members of the public trav-

elling to these affected areas are 
strongly encouraged to use public 
transport. Motorists going to Sun-
tec City and Marina Square from 
Raffles Avenue, Raffles Boulevard 
and Bayfront Avenue are to use al-
ternative routes  via  Nicoll  High-
way  or  Rochor  Road  leading  to  

Temasek Boulevard.
The public is  also strongly  ad-

vised to refrain from conducting 
any aerial activities, including fly-
ing of unmanned aircraft and kites, 
and hoisting tethered balloons in 
the area and its vicinity.

Parking restrictions  on the  af-

fected  roads  will  be  strictly  en-
forced and vehicles found parking 
illegally or causing obstruction will 
be towed away.

Members of the public may con-
tact the organiser on
1800-637-2022 for further in-
quiries.

Republic of 
Singapore Navy 
divers getting 
ready to jump 
into the waters 
of Marina Bay 
from a Chinook 
helicopter on 
July 9. They 
were practising 
for the 
“Helocast” 
segment at this 
year’s National 
Day Parade show 
at The Float @ 
Marina Bay. The 
adrenaline-filled 
segment will see 
them jumping 
from the 
Republic of 
Singapore Air 
Force’s new 
Chinook 
helicopter, the 
CH-47F, followed 
by a high-speed 
boat chase in 
the navy’s 
Combatant Craft 
Medium vessels.
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Schools  may  actively  promote
mother  tongues  like  Mandarin,  
but a conducive bigger environ-
ment is important for students to 
be effectively bilingual.

Parents should make an effort 
to communicate with their chil-
dren in  their  mother  tongue  so 
that it is not seen just as an exam-
inable subject but a living and prac-
tical language, said Education Min-
ister Chan Chun Sing at the Singa-
pore Chinese Cultural Centre yes-
terday.

Mr Chan was speaking at the Sin-
gapore  University  of  Social  Sci-
ences’ (SUSS) 22nd International 
Conference on Chinese Language 
and Culture.

He  said  in  Mandarin:  “People  
who excel in a language are those 
who  continue  to  use  it  outside  
school.”

Professor Eddie Kuo, SUSS’ aca-
demic  adviser,  told  The  Straits  
Times:  “Singaporeans  take  our  
multilingualism for granted. It is 
part of our DNA and is uniquely 

Singapore.”
The 82-year-old added: “There 

is room for improvement for the 
standards of mother tongues, and 
enhancing  our  bilingual  educa-
tion policy is an ongoing journey.”

The two-day conference seeks 
to promote research on Chinese 
language  and  culture,  language  
and society, and to strengthen col-
laborations between experts in re-
lated fields.  This  theme for this  
year is Coexist and Evolve: New 
Perspectives of Language Policy 
and Language Diversity.

Mr Chan shared personal obser-
vations  about  his  children  who  
picked up some Korean and Span-
ish, saying that platforms like the 
Internet  and  YouTube  can  help  
one master a language.

With the rise of China, there is 
greater motivation to learn Man-
darin as more people see the prac-
tical uses of the language, he said.

Building a good foundation and 
confidence in the language is im-
portant  too,  he  added,  sharing  
how he excelled in mathematics 

after his confidence in the subject 
was boosted when a teacher com-
plimented him in Primary 1.

He added: “Singaporeans’ multi-
lingualism will give them an edge 
in this polarised world, navigating 
between and connecting with dif-
ferent countries.”

The conference, initiated by Bei-
jing  Normal  University,  the  Na-
tional  Chinese  Association  of
China  and  Hanyang  University  
(South Korea), is being held in Sin-
gapore for the first time this year 
and is hosted by SUSS’ School of 
Humanities and Behavioural Sci-
ences and the Centre for Chinese 
Studies.

The  event  coincides  with  the  
Centre for Chinese Studies’ 10th 
anniversary celebrations. To com-
memorate  the  occasion,  SUSS
launched  a  Chinese  book  titled  
Unity In Diversity: Language And 
Society In Singapore.

The  276-page  book  is  co-au-
thored by Prof Kuo, who gave a 
keynote address on language plan-
ning  and  nation-building  here,  

and  Associate  Professor  Luo
Futeng, head of the Chinese pro-
gramme at SUSS.

Prof Luo, 62, said: “For a small 
country  like  Singapore  to  have  
four official languages speaks vol-
umes of the respect it has for all 
races and cultures. Singaporeans 
have benefited from the bilingual 
education  policy,  which  gives
them a lot of competitive advan-
tage  when  they  work  or  travel  
around the world.”

Professor  Cheong  Hee  Kiat,
president  of  SUSS,  said:  “Given  
the volatility we see in the world 
today, among different nationali-
ties and language groups, there is 
even more impetus and urgency 
for appropriate language policies 
to be formulated.”
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• The  book  Unity  In  Diversity:
Language And Society In Singapore
is available at $24 (soft cover) and
$38 (hard cover), inclusive of GST, 
online at bit.ly/3zcDYSl

There will  be  a  new man at  the  
helm of Singapore Customs, when 
Deputy  Commissioner  of  Police  
(Operations) Tan Hung Hooi takes
over from Mr Ho Chee Pong on 
Sept 1. 

The Ministry of Finance (MOF), 
in a statement yesterday, said Mr 
Ho, who has served as director-gen-
eral since January 2014, will be ap-
pointed to a senior role in the edu-
cation sector when his stint ends. 

Mr Ho, who is 52,  boosted the 
use of technology at Singapore Cus-
toms.  The  initiatives  he  led  in-
cluded  digitalising  Customs  pro-
cesses and enhancing digital trade 
connectivity with overseas trading 
partners.

He played a key role in develop-
ing the Networked Trade Platform, 
a key cross-border trade and logis-
tics ecosystem, which enables sev-
eral major overseas business part-
ners to exchange trade and Cus-
toms documents digitally with Sin-
gapore. 

Mr Ho oversaw the implementa-
tion of the Asean Customs Transit 
System and Asean-Wide Self-Certi-
fication Scheme,  which facilitate  
trade.

He  also  led  the  preparatory
groundwork for Singapore to join 
the World Customs Organisation 
International  Convention  on  the  
Simplification and Harmonisation 
of  Customs  Procedures  (Revised  
Kyoto  Convention)  last  month.  
During  his  stint,  Singapore  Cus-
toms signed Authorised Economic

Operator Mutual Recognition Ar-
rangements with Australia, Hong 
Kong, New Zealand, Thailand and 
the United States.

The agreement ensures that Sin-
gapore companies that are certi-
fied  locally  as  “authorised  eco-
nomic operators”  are  recognised  
by these partners to be of lower 
risk and can enjoy faster Customs 
clearance. 

Mr  Tan,  53,  joined  the  police  
force in 1994. He has served in sev-
eral key appointments in the
Home Team over the past 28 years 
– as deputy commissioner of pol-
icy and transformation at the Immi-
gration and Checkpoints Author-
ity; manpower director in the po-
lice force; and commander of Cen-
tral Police Division and Police Secu-
rity Command. 

In his tenure as the Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Operations),  
Mr Tan oversaw the police’s  
Covid-19  operations  during  the  
pandemic. 

He also led developmental work 
across a wide range of policy, oper-
ations  and  technology  work,  in-
cluding crime fighting and
counter-terrorism.

Air force and navy team up against ‘hostile 
forces’ in high-speed chase in Marina Bay
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Deputy Commissioner 
of Police to head
Singapore Customs

Naval divers to jump from 
Chinook in NDP segment

Road closures around Marina Bay tomorrow for National Day Parade preview

See mother 
tongues as 
living 
languages, 
not exam 
subjects: 
Minister

Deputy 
Commissioner of 
Police 
(Operations) Tan 
Hung Hooi will 
helm Singapore 
Customs.

PRECISION TIMING NEEDED

Within a short span of 
two minutes, there are 
multiple events 
ongoing, so it’s 
essential for all crew 
to be familiar with our 
roles and 
responsibilities.

’’HELICOPTER PILOT DANIEL GOH, on 
the “Helocast” segment, which was last 
showcased in 2017.
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