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One  of  Asia-Pacific’s  largest  air  
force  training  events,  Exercise  
Pitch Black, is under way in Aus-
tralia, with the Republic of Singa-
pore Air Force (RSAF) participating 
in the largest operation the exer-
cise has  seen since it  was estab-
lished in 1990. 

Held from July 27 to Aug 17 in the 
tropical  northern  city  of  Darwin,  
this  year’s  exercise  marks  the  
largest  number  of  participating  
countries, with 16 nations, up to 140 
aircraft and up to 4,000 personnel 
involved.

Exercise director Aldrin Tan told 
The Straits Times that this is a good 
opportunity for the RSAF to train 
with and against different aircraft 
and weapon systems. 

“This  exercise  allows  us  to  be-
come more adaptable in the long 

run,” he said. “If we pit ourselves 
against other nations, it keeps us on 
our toes and keeps us sharp.  We 
will  be  able to  see  our effective-
ness.”

Colonel  Tan,  40,  added:  “The  
large-scale  realistic  air  combat  
training, conducted under day and 
night operational scenarios, hones 
our people’s skills and competen-
cies.

“We are grateful to the Royal Aus-
tralian Air Force for such overseas 
training opportunities as it allows 
us to overcome our local airspace 
constraints.”

The  RSAF  has  deployed  about  
330 personnel this year, which in-
clude operationally ready national 
servicemen (NSmen), full-time na-
tional servicemen (NSFs) as well as 
RSAF regulars, while its planes in-
volved include five F-15s, six F-16 
fighter aircraft, a G-550 early-warn-
ing aircraft and a KC-135, which can 

refuel military aircraft in midair.
The other air forces involved in 

the biennial exercise are from the 
United  States,  Canada,  France,  
Germany, India, Indonesia, Japan, 
South  Korea,  Malaysia,  the  

Netherlands,  New  Zealand,  the  
Philippines,  Sweden  and  Thai-
land.

Training  in  Darwin  involves  
aerial assets from participating na-
tions conducting air-to-air combat, 

air-to-ground  and  ground-to-air  
attacks against simulated threats in 
a challenging and realistic training 
environment under both day and 
night conditions.

It is seen by countries as a chance 

to learn from one another and im-
prove their force integration using 
one of the largest training airspace 
areas in the world. 
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Ng Keng Gene 

Former Singapore  Airlines chair-
man Stephen Lee Ching Yen has 
been appointed the chancellor of 
the Singapore University of Social 
Sciences (SUSS). 

Mr Lee takes over from Dr Aline 
Wong,  who  has  been  chancellor  
since 2015.

Mr Lee, whose appointment took 
effect  yesterday,  is  a  member of  
the Council of Presidential Advis-
ers.

He  currently  chairs  NTUC  In-
come Insurance Cooperative and 
the  Shanghai  Commercial  Bank  
(Hong Kong). He also holds direc-
torships  at  Temasek  Holdings,  
CapitaLand  and  the  Singapore  
Labour Foundation.

Mr Lee has  served in both the 
public and private sectors, chairing 
the Singapore National Employers 
Federation from 1988 to 2014, PSA 
International from 2002 to 2005 
and Singapore Airlines from 2006 
to  2016,  among  other  organisa-
tions.

He was also a member of the Na-
tional Wages Council from 1978 to 

2016 and a Nominated Member of 
Parliament from 1994 to 1997.

In  2015,  he  was  conferred  the  
Order of Nila Utama (First Class) in 
recognition  of  his  contributions  
and commitment to industrial rela-
tions, tripartism and the Singapore 
economy. He also received the Dis-
tinguished Comrade of Labour in 
2015 and the Distinguished Service 
Order in 2006.

Dr Wong, a retired politician, is 
currently an adjunct professor at 
the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public 
Policy.

She was first appointed chancel-
lor of UniSIM in 2015. UniSIM was 
restructured  and  renamed  SUSS,  
Singapore’s sixth autonomous uni-
versity, in March last year.

Dr Wong also served as an aca-
demic  adviser  to  UniSIM  from  
2005 to 2015.

SUSS president Cheong Hee Kiat 
said: “SUSS is honoured to have Mr 
Lee as our new chancellor. With his 
experience, we believe he would 
further strengthen our position as 
the nation’s university for lifelong 
and applied learning, with a social 
mission.

“At  the  same  time,  SUSS  ex-
presses its deep appreciation to Dr 
Aline Wong for her contributions 
during her term as chancellor. She 
has given inspiration to the univer-
sity in its role of providing quality 
education for working adults and 
adult  learners,  and steered SUSS  
through its transition into an auton-
omous university.”
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RSAF taking 
part in 
16-nation 
air drill

Above: The Republic of Singapore Air Force’s (RSAF) KC-135 refuelling a Royal 
Australian Air Force plane. Right: RSAF engineers preparing an F-16C/D fighter 
aircraft for operations. PHOTOS: MINDEF

Mr Stephen Lee 
took over as 
SUSS chancellor 
yesterday.

Exercise Pitch Black in Australia involves
up to 140 aircraft and 4,000 personnel

Ex-SIA chairman Stephen Lee 
takes over as SUSS chancellor
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NOTICES

A TEST OF METTLE

This exercise allows us to 
become more adaptable in 
the long run. If we pit 
ourselves against other 
nations, it keeps us on our 
toes and keeps us sharp. 
We will be able to see our 
effectiveness. The 
large-scale realistic air 
combat training, 
conducted under day and 
night operational 
scenarios, hones our 
people’s skills and 
competencies.

’’EXERCISE DIRECTOR ALDRIN TAN, on how 
Exercise Pitch Black is a good opportunity 
for the RSAF to train.

Captain Janzen Koh, a mission leader, discussing strategy with another leader from the Royal Australian Air Force’s flight 
team. About 330 personnel from the RSAF are taking part in the largest operation of Exercise Pitch Black.

PANEL DISCUSSION

Malaysia: 100 
days after the 

general election

Hear their views at noon 
on Monday, August 13, 

at OCBC Centre Level 50.

  Shannon Teoh
 Malaysia 
Bureau Chief
The Straits Times 

Selena Ling
Head of Treasury 
Research and 
Strategy, Member 
of OCBC Wealth 
Panel OCBC Bank

SPEAKERS

 Dr Joseph Liow
Dean, College of
Humanities, Arts,
and Social Sciences
and Dean,
S.Rajaratnam School
of International
Studies, NTU

To register for the forum, 
go to 

str.sg/globaloutlook
Limited seats available

UNIVERSITY HONOURED

SUSS is honoured to have 
Mr Lee as our new 
chancellor. With his 
experience, we believe he 
would further strengthen 
our position as the 
nation’s university for 
lifelong and applied 
learning, with a social 
mission.

’’SUSS PRESIDENT CHEONG HEE KIAT
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