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It took him two months to learn 
how to cook mee goreng, practis-
ing two to three hours every 
week.

Mr Ang Wei Jie, 18, was diag-
nosed with global developmen-
tal delay from a young age. This 
condition impairs one’s motor 
and intellectual skills.

At Minds  Woodlands  Gar-
dens School, Mr Ang is taught 
work-related skills and has done 
work attachments at supermar-
kets and retail outlets.

His teacher of two years, Miss 
Noor Adilah Ngadi, said: “Wei 
Jie is a happy-go-lucky boy who 
is open to criticisms and works 
on them to improve.”

His perseverance has led him 
to overcome many challenges.

Just a few months ago, he had 
problems learning how to craft a 
text message because he found it 
hard to form sentences.

However, he diligently kept 
the guide given to him by his 
teachers and managed to inform 
them when he was caught in a 
train delay on his way to school.

Mr  Ang’s  positive  learning 
spirit helps him to pick up new 
skills such as floorball quickly. 
Despite learning it just a few 
months ago, he represented his 
school in a competition.

At home, he is the main care-
giver for his mother, helping out 
with simple chores such as cook-
ing her meals, folding clothes 
and cleaning the house.

Yesterday, Mr Ang received 
the Lee Kuan Yew Exemplary 
Student Award at the Special  
Awards Presentation Ceremony 
held at Republic Polytechnic. 

The annual ceremony recog-
nises students who  overcome 
odds to become role models and 
contribute in various areas. The 
awards were presented by the 
guest of honour, Ms Sim Ann, 
Senior Minister of State for Com-
munications and Information, 
and  Culture,Community  and  
Youth. 

Alongside Mr Ang, Mr Chrys-
ton Chua and Mr Neo Yizhe, both 

21, received the Lee Hsien Loong 
Interactive Digital Media Smart 
Nation Award – given to poly-
technic students whose projects 
improve the lives of citizens – for 
their dementia tracker. 

The tracker was inspired by 
Mr Chua’s grandmother, who 
was diagnosed with dementia 
when he was 11. He remembered 
her condition deteriorating to a 
point where she could not move 
or speak.

She rarely left the house as 
family members feared that she 
would get lost, and she could not 
be left alone without a caregiver.

“I watched her go from being 
able to speak and move to the 
point of being unable to commu-
nicate, almost like a baby,” he 
said.

She died two years ago.
The dementia tracker, which 

was Mr Chua and Mr Neo’s final-
year project in Singapore Poly-
technic, comes with an SOS func-
tion, and is small and light enough 
to be carried comfortably. They 
also aim to price the device at a 
fraction of commerical trackers, 
which cost about $200 each.

“Some low-income families 
do not have the money to hire a 
caregiver. When that happens, 
patients  are  locked  in  their  
homes, which can worsen their 
condition.”

The device is currently with 
Singapore Polytechnic for fur-
ther research. 

Both men will enter Nanyang 
Technological University to pur-
sue electrical engineering once 
they complete national service.
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Pursuing a degree at your own 
pace is always desirable.

Flexibility is one of the many 
key  features  offered  by  the  
School  of  Humanities  and  
Behavioural Sciences at the Sin-
gapore University of Social Sci-
ences (SUSS),  which offers  a  
diverse  range  of  part-time  
undergraduate programmes.

The school offers the SUSS 
Communication  Programme,  
one of the largest communica-
tion programmes in Singapore.

It prepares students for fields 
such as strategic communica-
tion,  public  relations,  social  
media and media production.

According to Head of Pro-
gramme (Communication), Dr 
Brian Lee, 48, the SUSS commu-
nication  courses  are  blended  
e-courses where students can 

study at their own pace anytime 
and anywhere.

Its online sessions include dis-
cussion  boards,  games  and  
online activities to aid student 
learning and develop practical 
and professional skills.

There are also media talks and 
workshops  with  industrial  
experts and professionals.

Dr  Lee  said:  “As  working  
adults pursuing their careers in 
the  day  and  degree  in  the  
evening, SUSS communication 
students will be able to put into 
practice  the  knowledge  and  
skills gained immediately.”

Mr Foo Cheong Ho, 46, a stu-
dent in the SUSS Communica-
tion Programme, said: “The lec-
turers enrich my mind. I  can 
now better appreciate communi-
cation in my everyday life.” 

Similarly, the SUSS Psychol-
ogy Programme prioritises real-

world application through semi-
nar-style classes and interac-
tive classrooms.

According  to  Dr  Emily  
Ortega,  Head  of  Programme  
(Psychology), students appreci-
ate the diverse perspectives in 
group discussions.

The programme uses class-
room  recordings,  discussion  
boards,  quizzes  and  e-text-
books to cater to the busy life-

styles of students.
The programme also offers 

industrial tie-ups and collabora-
tions  to  maximise  students’  
learning in real-world contexts.

Lecturers – current or former 
industry  practitioners  – help  
bring theories to life by sharing 
work experience with students.

Dr Ortega  said:  “The  pro-
gramme’s biggest strengths are 
its flexibility and applicability. 
We accommodate part-time stu-
dents and structure our classes 
in seminar styles or e-learning.”

Mr Jereminder Singh, 26, a 
student in the SUSS Psychology 
Programme, said: “I enjoy the 
flipped  classroom  approach,  
when the students have to solve 
problems posited by the lectur-
ers. Lessons are more fun than 
the usual lecture formats.”
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Picking up skills to help others

Flexibility, real-world applications for part-time students at SUSS

Dr Brian Lee and Dr Emily Ortega. 
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In another boost to the health-
care workforce here, a new 
undergraduate  programme  
in healthcare administration 
will start next January, it was 
announced yesterday.

The Health Economics and 
Management  programme  
will be offered as a second 
m a j o r  a t  S i n g a p o r e  
Management  University  
(SMU), in partnership with 
SingHealth,  one  of  three  
healthcare clusters here.

Students will study topics 
such as health systems and 
policy, applied analytics in 
healthcare management, as 
well as operations and supply 
chain management.

They can also do an intern-
ship at any of SingHealth’s 
healthcare institutions. The 
programme, which is open to 
SMU students in their first or 
second year  of  study,  will  
rope in SingHealth staff to 
co-teach four courses.

A memorandum of under-
standing between SingHealth 
and SMU was signed at the Sin-
gapore Healthcare Manage-
ment Congress yesterday.

M r  T a n  J a c k  T h i a n ,  
SingHealth’s  group  chief  
operating officer, said more 
healthcare  administrators  
will be needed as several new 
hospitals and nursing homes 
are due to open.

This is the second formal 
training  partnership  
between the two sides.

The first is the SMU-Sing-
Health Graduate Diploma in 
Healthcare Management and 
Leadership,  launched  in  
2009. More than 200 clini-
cians and healthcare adminis-
trators from Singapore and 
elsewhere in Asia have gradu-
ated from the programme.

The Singapore Healthcare 
Management Congress, held 
at the Sands Expo and Con-
vention Centre, is a platform 
for  healthcare  administra-
tors to share best practices.

Senior Minister  of  State 
for Health Amy Khor, who 
was guest of honour at the 
opening of the congress yes-
terday, said administrators 
can “collaborate with profes-
sionals to pioneer new care 
models and manage enter-
prise risks in innovation”.

More than 1,400 health-
care  administrators  from  
Asia are attending the three-
day  congress,  which  ends  
tomorrow.
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Undergrads can 
study healthcare 
admin at SMU

Students overcome challenges to contribute to society
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