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The remaining one-third of Hous-
ing Board flat owners yet to be able 
to do so, will soon get to check their 
property details online for free.

The  Singapore  Land  Authority  
(SLA), which manages and tracks 
land parcels among other things, is 
expected to digitise the remaining 
300,000  paper  title  deeds  for  
homes by the end of next year.

When the project is completed, 
all home owners – both public and 

private – can view and download 
their property title information on 
MyProperty, an SLA website, with-
out paying a cent. 

Currently,  those  whose  title  
deeds are not yet digitised have to 
pay $5.20 to download a digital im-
age of their lease. 

This affects only the last third of 
some one million HDB flat owners, 
as most of the title deeds, as well as 
all  300,000-plus  titles  for  private 
property,  have  already  been digi-
tised.

In 2013, SLA piloted the Paper-
less Titles Scheme with DBS.

What  this  meant  was  that  the  
agency no longer issued the hard 
copy  of  a  title  deed  to  the  bank  
when a property was mortgaged. In-
stead, the title deed was lodged elec-
tronically with the agency.

The paper deed is now issued to 
the owner only after the mortgage 
is fully discharged.

In June last year, the SLA went a 
step further by mandating that all 
banks come under the scheme. 

SLA  assistant  chief  executive  
Bryan Chew, who is also the regis-
trar of titles, said the move towards 
paperless  deeds  results  in  lower  

printing and paper costs and less 
storage. 

“It is part of our journey towards a 
fully  seamless  conveyancing  
process,” he said. “Going paperless 
allows us  to achieve greater  effi-
ciency and cost-savings, while re-
ducing potential risks for the par-
ties involved, like banks.” 

Mr Praveen Raina, OCBC’s senior 
vice-president for group operations 
and technology,  said the bank no 
longer has to safekeep title deeds. 
Currently, about 25 per cent of the 
bank’s title deeds are paperless. 

“For home owners, this scheme 

eliminates the risk of lost or dam-
aged titles and provides them with 
the convenience of viewing and re-
trieving their title deeds online,” he 
said. 

While rare, some banks have had 
to compensate buyers or sellers for 
the delay in replacing a physical ti-
tle deed if it were to be lost, which 
could take up to a few weeks.

Mr Chew said SLA’s ultimate ob-
jective for conveyancing is to have 
“everything  done  electronically,  
from beginning to the end”.

Businessman S.S. Ang, 48, said he 
hoped Singapore could be among 

the first countries to do so.
While  many  developed  nations  

have paperless title deeds, like Aus-
tralia and Scotland, Sweden is said 
to be the country furthest along in 
putting  land  registries  on  a  
blockchain, a technology that helps 
to secure information in a database.

Said Mr Ang, who also invests in 
property: “It would really put us on 
the world map if we can take our 
Smart  Nation  goals  to  the  next  
level.  Digitising everything is  just 
the start.”
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The PAP Community Foundation 
(PCF) will add 15,000 more places 
for pre-schoolers in the next five 
years,  by  building  larger  pre-
schools  and  upgrading  existing  
ones.

The PCF –  the People’s  Action  
Party’s charitable arm which runs 
the Sparkletots pre-schools – will 
also enhance the learning and devel-
opment of its educators and staff, 
and push out more initiatives to sup-
port needy pupils.

Announcing  this  yesterday  at  
PCF’s  annual  Family  Day,  Prime  
Minister Lee Hsien Loong said that 
providing affordable and high-qual-
ity pre-school education is an im-
portant way that the Government 
and the PCF are helping young fami-
lies to cope with the cost of living.

PCF also runs Sparkle Care senior 
care centres to help families with el-
derly parents, and through Sparkle-
tots and Sparkle Care, both young 
and old can have opportunities to in-
teract with one another, he said. 

“Dual-income families can be par-
ticularly confident that their chil-
dren will be well taken care of when 
both parents are at work,” added 
Mr Lee, who is the PAP’s secretary-
general. 

“And I hope with less to worry 
about, parents will consider having 
a few more kids and enjoy more fam-
ily time together,” he said. 

The PCF is the largest pre-school 
operator with 360 Sparkletots cen-
tres  in  Singapore,  with  40,000  
places.  Close  to  10,000  of  these  

places were created in the last three 
years. 

The PCF plans to open two more 
Sparkle Care centres by the middle 
of next year, bringing the total num-
ber of senior care centres to five.

Mr Victor Bay, PCF’s chief execu-
tive,  said:  “We  are  also  creating  
more opportunities for the young 
to build stronger bonds with our se-
niors  by  organising  inter-genera-
tional activities at both PCF Sparkle-
tots and PCF Sparkle Care.” 

Madam Leong Ah Nooi, 94, who 
visits Sparkle Care @ Yew Tee once 

a  week,  said she enjoys the time  
spent  with  the  Sparkletots  chil-
dren, as they take part in singalongs 
and  art-and-craft  sessions  to-
gether.  “I’m  happy  and  I’m  re-
minded of  my  son and grandson  
when they were children,” she said.

Parents like Mr Mohammad Zulk-
iffli Abu Bakar, 46, a teacher, said 
they appreciate the well-rounded 
education that the PCF Sparkletots 
pre-schools provide, and the conve-
nience of having centres near their 
homes. His two older daughters, 16 
and 11, and two sons, 14 and eight, 

have all attended PCF Sparkletots. 
His youngest daughter, six, is cur-

rently attending PCF Sparkletots @ 
Kembangan-Chai Chee Block 326. 
“My kids are academically OK, but 
some  of  them  are  artistically  in-
clined, and there’s  an avenue for  
them to grow their talent.” 

As part of yesterday’s event held 
at Gardens by the Bay, $666,000 
was raised by the PAP’s Members 
of Parliament,  and the funds will  
benefit 21 charities and causes. 
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More gyms catering to the elderly and disabled will be 
built in mature Housing Board estates, Prime Minister 
Lee Hsien Loong announced last Saturday. 

The first such gym is expected to open in Ang Mo Kio 
Community Centre next year, said Mr Lee at the cen-
tre’s community dinner for active seniors. 

Sport Singapore said it expects the number of com-
munity centres with senior-friendly gyms to increase 
to five by the end of next year. 

The gyms will be open to all and charge an entry fee 
of $2.50. Those above 55 will need to pay only $1.50. 
They will get free entry on Wednesdays. 

Speaking at the dinner, Mr Lee – who helms Ang Mo 
Kio GRC – said the estate has more senior citizens than 
most other towns in Singapore. 

The community centre promotes active ageing by en-
couraging senior citizens to take part in activities such 
as aerobics, taiji and dance so as to maintain their physi-
cal and mental health after retiring. 

The Singapore University of Social Sciences (SUSS) 
will also study the data collected from these gyms to 
better understand the needs of the elderly. The study 
will also look into inter-generational bonding in the 
gyms, which will have a mix of modern equipment and 
specialised equipment for the elderly and disabled.

Professor Kalyani Mehta, head of SUSS’ gerontology 
programme, said senior citizens will receive member-
ship cards that they will scan on the exercise equip-
ment before using it. This lets the machines capture the 
users’ exercise data, which will be used for long-term 
tracking of the gyms’ impact on users. 

Prof Mehta said that while the entire study will take 
around three to five years to complete, preliminary re-
sults should be obtained after a year. Gerontology stu-
dents in SUSS will also be involved in the study. 

Ang Mo Kio resident Alicia Tan, 44, said she will en-
courage her mother-in-law, 70, to visit the new senior-
friendly gym when it opens next year. “It will be good 
for her health. But whether she wants to, I’m not too 
sure. Hopefully, there will be fitness instructors to get 
the elderly folk started on the exercises,” said the ac-
counts assistant. 

More organisations are offering elder-friendly exer-
cise programmes. The Lien Foundation’s Gym Tonic, 
for example,  is  a strength-training programme that 
uses pneumatic machines for core strengthening and 
taps software to track users’ progress. It is available to 
the public at locations such as the Active SG Gym @ 
Our Tampines Hub and the Methodist Welfare Services 
Senior Activity Centre in Fernvale. 
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Mr Mohammad Zulkiffli Abu Bakar (fourth from left) and his wife Nor Asyikin Mohamed Naim (next to PM Lee), 44, and their children with Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong and Senior Minister of State Amy Khor (left) at the PCF Family Day yesterday at the Gardens by the Bay.
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