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Prosecutors  handling future  drug  
trafficking  trials  have  to  specify  
which presumption under the Mis-
use of Drugs Act (MDA) they are in-
voking  to  prove  their  case,  the  
Court of Appeal has ruled.

This would help the courts assess 
whether the prosecution’s case is 
made  out  and,  more  fundamen-
tally,  gives  the  accused  a  fair  
chance of knowing what evidence 
he has to put forward to meet the 
prosecution’s case.

The top court made the ruling in 

written grounds yesterday for its de-
cision to uphold the death penalty 
imposed on two men for trafficking 
heroin. 

On May 27, 2015, Rahmat Kari-
mon delivered a green bag to Zainal 
Hamad, who handed him $8,000.

Zainal moved the bag to a ware-
house, hiding it behind some pal-
lets. He was arrested at the ware-
house and the bag was found to con-
tain not less than 53.64g of heroin.

Rahmat was arrested at the Wood-
lands Checkpoint.

Zainal’s case was that he had ex-
pected Rahmat to deliver 20 car-
tons of cigarettes and thus paid the 
money for those cigarettes. How-

ever,  he  knew the  bag could  not  
physically  contain  the  cigarettes.  
He put it  behind the pallets so it 
could be returned to Rahmat later.

Rahmat’s  case  was  that  he  be-
lieved  he  was  transporting  
medicine. 

Both men were convicted by the 
High Court after a joint  trial  and 
given  the  mandatory  death  sen-
tence. 

Their appeals were dismissed.
In a written judgment, penned by 

Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon, the 
apex court took the opportunity to 
provide some guidance on how the 
prosecution  and  the  defence  
should  approach  such  cases  in  

which different presumptions un-
der the MDA may potentially apply.

For someone to be convicted of 
trafficking, it has to be proven that 
he had possession, knew the na-
ture of the drugs,  and possessed 
the drugs for the purpose of traf-
ficking.

Under Section 17, a person is pre-
sumed  to  be  trafficking  if  it  is  
proven that he had specified quanti-
ties of drugs in his possession, such 
as more than 2g of heroin.

Under Section 18, a person is pre-
sumed to have a controlled drug in 
his possession if he was in posses-
sion  of  anything  containing  the  
drug.

Also  under  Section  18,  anyone  
who is proven or presumed to have 
had a controlled drug in his posses-
sion is presumed to have known the 
nature of that drug.

The court said the presumption 
of  trafficking  under  Section  17  
could not run together with either 
the presumption of possession or 
the presumption of knowledge in 
Section 18. The presumption of traf-
ficking can only be invoked if both 
physical possession and knowledge 
of what was being possessed had 
been proven, said the court.

In future cases such as this, where 
presumptions under both sections 
are potentially applicable, it is “in-

cumbent”  on  the  prosecution  to  
state clearly which it is relying on in 
advancing its case.

It would not be sufficient for the 
prosecution to simply state, for in-
stance, that the possession of the 
drugs, knowledge of the nature of 
the drugs and possession for  the 
purpose of trafficking have either 
been proven or presumed without 
making clear the precise nature of 
the primary case that is being put 
against the accused.

“In the present case, we did not re-
ceive such assistance from the pros-
ecution,” said the court.

It made no difference to the out-
come of the current case. 

However, the court said it could 
potentially be prejudicial to the ac-
cused given a different set of facts.
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People contemplating divorce or go-
ing through one will be able to get 
practical  guidance  by  attending  
public talks conducted by lawyers.

Titled About Family Justice: Di-
vorce  In  Singapore  –  What  You  
Need To Know, the talks cover the 
divorce process and procedure, as 
well as provide information on the 
help services available to litigants 
at various stages. 

The talks were developed by the 
Family Justice Courts in collabora-
tion with the Law Society Pro Bono 
Services (LSPBS), Community Jus-

tice Centre and Singapore Univer-
sity of Social Sciences (SUSS). 

The  initiative  was  officially  
launched  by  Chief  Justice  Sun-
daresh Menon at the third Judiciary 
Volunteers  Appreciation  Dinner  
2018 held last night at the Grand 
Copthorne  Waterfront  Singapore  
hotel. 

The free talks aim to equip and 
empower  individuals  with  the  
knowledge and tools to better man-
age a stressful situation and make 
informed decisions on divorce mat-
ters.

Two talks have been organised so 
far, with the next one to be held 
next month.

The 11/2-hour sessions are held at 
the LSPBS office in Phillip Street ev-
ery other month in the evenings for 
the convenience of working adults.

Also launched at last night’s din-
ner  was  the  Witness  Orientation  
Toolkit,  which  comprises  books  
and online material to help people 
navigate the criminal  justice  sys-
tem. 

The toolkit contains materials for 
vulnerable  witnesses  as  well  as  
their caregivers and supporters to 
help  them  prepare  before  their  
court appearance.

Vulnerable witnesses include chil-
dren, people with mental disabili-
ties and incapacities, as well as vic-
tims of sexual offences. 

The toolkit is a collaborative ef-
fort by the State Courts, humanitar-
ian organisation Hagar Singapore, 
the Community Justice Centre and 

National University of Singapore. 
Two  children’s  books  to  help  

child witnesses were launched yes-
terday as part of the toolkit. 

Chief Justice Menon said at the 
launch: “These two initiatives are 
excellent examples of how various 
segments of our community are col-
laborating in an innovative way to 
develop new means to reach out to 
the public as part of our collective 

efforts to make justice truly accessi-
ble.”

The contributions of 350 lawyers 
who have assisted and supported 
the judiciary’s programmes for liti-
gants and court users with their pro 
bono work were recognised at the 
dinner.

Six  court  volunteers  also  re-
ceived  awards  for  their  excep-
tional  commitment  and  dedica-

tion to pro bono work. 
Family lawyer Yap Teong Liang, 

53, who was recognised for his con-
tributions in family mediation, said 
of the talks: “The divorce process 
can be unfamiliar and overwhelm-
ing. The talks will help people in-
volved understand the process and 
what to consider.” 
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Also launched last night was the Witness Orientation Toolkit, which includes two children’s books, to help people navigate 
the criminal justice system. ST PHOTO: DESMOND WEE

Talks by lawyers every other month aim to 
help individuals make informed decisions

Superfood 
Asia 2019 

will feature 
exciting cooking 
demonstrations. 
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As Asia’s only dedicated trade exhibition of its kind, 
Superfood Asia 2019 highlights some of the fastest 
growing segments in the food and beverage sector — 
healthy and natural products, as well as halal food.

Created in response to industry demands, 
Superfood Asia 2019 aims to reveal good growth 
potential as new superfoods, halal products and
beverages continue to hit retail shelves.

Gaining in popularity
Quinoa is fast becoming one of the most popular super-
foods. The wholegrain has its roots in the amaranth
family, and is said to be high in fi bre and protein. 

An article published in The Straits Times in March
quotes Ms Law Chin Chin, senior dietitian at nutrition
consultancy Food & Nutrition Specialists, as saying: 
“A diet high in fi bre may help with better control of 
body weight and reduction of blood sugar, as well as 
risk of hypertension and cardiovascular diseases.”

Quinoa is also gluten-free and one of the few plant 
foods that contains all the nine essential amino acids. 

Another gluten-free superfood making waves in the 

Better food, better living
Superfood Asia 2019 puts health in the spotlight

When April 24 to 26, 2019 
Where Sands Expo & Convention 
Centre
Admission Free
Info www.superfood-asia.com

health supplement community is moringa. 
The leaves from the moringa plant tend to be dried 

and ground up into a powder containing essential 
proteins, vitamins, minerals, fatty acids and more.

A go-to exhibition
Those interested in learning
fi rst-hand how the superfood
industry is progressing should
head down to Superfood 
Asia and be updated on the 
newest food trends and the 
future of the food business. 

Organised by Sphere 
Exhibits Malaysia, which has
a 20-year track record of 
successful food exhibitions 
under its belt, Superfood Asia 
2019 will have:
■    300 exhibiting companies from 15 countries; 
■    8,000 targeted trade buyers; and
■    Six group pavilions.

 

Buying your fi rst fl at is a daunting experience, as you 
must consider many things such as grants, loans and 
leases. 

The location of the fl at, whether it is new or old, 
and the ethnic integration policy are also other 
factors to take into consideration. 

The Straits Times’ housing correspondent Rachel 
Au-Yong covers both the policies and the slice-of-life 
stories in public housing. 

At askST@NLB, she will have all the answers for 
those who are considering buying a fl at.
When: Oct 26, 7pm to 8.30pm 
(Registration starts at 6pm)
Where: Central Public Library
100 Victoria Street
B1-01 Programme Zone
Admission: Free
Info: http://str.sg/askRachel

Useful tips 
on buying a home

Guiding couples 
through the
divorce process

Drug cases: Prosecutors must state presumptions
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