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She comes from a family of spe-
cial educators, but it was her 
work experience in a nursing 
home that cemented her deci-
sion to become a social worker.

Last year, Miss Joanna Tay, 
21, was on an internship when 
she  met  a  middle-aged  
woman who was bedridden 
due to severe arthritis.

At work, Miss Tay would 
ask about her day and encour-
age her.

The Nanyang Polytechnic 
(NYP) health and social sci-
ences  graduate  said:  “One  
day, she caught me by surprise 
– she told me I was going to be 
a good social worker.” 

Miss Tay credits her par-
ents for introducing her to the 
needy from a young age.

Her  father,  Mr  Tay  Yew  
Siong, 53, is a special-needs 
therapist and would take Miss 
Tay  on  volunteer  projects,  
such as helping people with 
disabilities and going door-
to-door for donations. 

Her mother, Madam Cheryl 
Lee, 52, is a shadow teacher 
who supports students with 
special needs.

Miss Tay’s hopes of gaining 
work  experience,  coupled  
with a degree in social work, 
was realised when NYP initi-
ated  the  Work  Learn  Pro-
gramme  (WLP)  for  Social  
Work Associates partnership 
with Singapore University of 
Social Sciences (SUSS).

Backed by SkillsFuture SG, 
the WLP is a 12-month work-
study  programme  for  stu-

dents like Miss Tay, who are in 
the social sector and want to 
gain work experience.

Mrs Dawn Ong, a lecturer of 
the School of Health and Social 
Sciences at NYP, said: “The sell-
ing  point  of  the  joint  pro-
gramme of NYP and SUSS is stu-
dents can work and learn.”

The WLP offers structured 
on-the-job training designed 
to map out skills, competency 
and progression.

Participants undergo three 
SUSS  modules  a  semester,  
attending lessons at SUSS after 
work  on  weeknights,  up  to  
three nights a week.

Upon  completion  of  the  
WLP, students like Miss Tay 
will receive a grant of $5,000.

Miss Tay now works in Fei 
Yue  Community  Services’  
early intervention programme 
for infants and children as a 
social work associate.

Her father, Mr Tay, said: “I 
see Joanna’s work as one that 
has the opportunity to shape 
our social fabric.”

Miss Tay added: “We need 
more  social  workers.  Espe-
cially with Singapore’s ageing 
population.”
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Living with a younger brother 
who has Down syndrome was 
the inspiration behind Miss Li 
Su Min’s film when she was a stu-
dent in Temasek Polytechnic’s 
(TP) digital film and television 
course.

With eight coursemates, the 
20-year-old, who is working at 
a cafe, produced a film titled 
Sleep Well, Mother in 2017.

The 20-minute film, part of 
the students’ final-year project, 
follows  a  cancer-stricken  
mother who is nurturing inde-
pendence in her son, who has 
Down  syndrome,  before  she  
dies.

The film highlights the strug-
gles faced by a family with a 
Down syndrome child and raises 
awareness for those with Down 
syndrome.

Miss Li, who took up the role 
of the sound recordist, told The 
New Paper: “Some of the scenes 
were based on my real life, such 
as Damien (the main character) 
wetting himself and making nui-
sance calls to the police.”

Miss Li’s brother, 17-year-
old Li Su Yuan, took on the lead 
role.

The film’s set decorator, Miss 
Ashlye Yeo, also has a brother 
with Down syndrome.

The 20-year-old cabin crew 
member said: “I felt connected 
to the film, and it meant a lot to 
me personally.”

The film became one of three 

final-year  projects  commis-
sioned by the Singapore Discov-
ery Centre (SDC) last year and 
was exclusively screened over a 
year at SDC’s iWERKS Theatre.

TP was crowned Institution 
of  the  Year  at  the  Crowbar  
Awards last year. Together with 
the Best of Film and Photogra-
phy and Best of Show awards, 
which  went  to  Sleep  Well,  
Mother, TP racked up 26 Golds, 
21 Silvers and 18 Bronzes.

Miss Lew Kee Wen, co-direc-
tor of the film, said: “We feel 
very proud of this achievement 
and it really made all our hard 
work worth it in the end.”
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TP students based 
short film on their lives
They were inspired by family members with Down syndrome

(Clockwise from below left) Miss Ashlye Yeo, Miss Lew Kee Wen, lecturer Andrew Ngin, 
Mr Danial Syazwan Ismail and Miss Li Su Min with their movie poster. 
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Miss Joanna Tay (left) and Mrs Dawn Ong, 
a lecturer at NYP’s School of Health and 
Social Sciences. TNP PHOTO: RUTH PHANG

NYP programme 
cements 
her desire to 
help the needy

FYI
WHAT: Beyond ‘0’ Level Seminar
WHEN: Saturday, Jan 12, 
9am (School of Applied Science and 
School of Informatics & IT); 
11am (School of Business and School of 
Humanities & Social Sciences); 
2pm (School of Engineering and School of 
Design)
WHO: Students receiving O-level results 
this year and their parents
WHERE: Temasek Polytechnic 
Auditorium 1 and 2
ENTRY: Free
REGISTER: Online at 
www.tp.edu.sg/beyondolevel
For inquiries, call 6780-6027 or e-mail 
outreach@tp.edu.sg
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