More help needed for kids
with development issues

Experts: Break down walls between pre-schools and early intervention field
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More than 5,500 children aged
six and below were diagnosed
with developmental problems
last year, up from an average of
4,362 new cases each year from
2015t02017.

Inthe wakeoftheserising fig-
ures from the Child Develop-
ment Programme at KK Wo-
men’s and Children’s Hospital
and National University Hospi-
tal, agroup of 35early childhood
leaders have called for more to
be donetohelp these children at
the margins, as well as those
fromlow-income families.

Inareportreleasedbythephil -
anthropic group Lien Founda-
tion yesterday, the experts, who
cut across education, health and
social service, acknowledged

that the Government has played
amoreactiveroleinthesector.

But they said early childhood
development is more than just
how a child fares in school and
the walls between pre-schools
and fields such as health, social
service and early intervention
shouldbe broken down.

The report, available online,
comes seven years after Lien
Foundation’s first study of the
pre-schoolsector, whereit call -
ed for the Government to be in
chargeof pre-schooleducation.

The latest study was led by
principalinvestigator Lasse Lip-
ponen, professor of education
from the University of Helsinki,
and co-principal investigators
Lynn Ang, professor of early
childhood from University Col-
lege London, and Sirene Lim,
academic lead of early child-

hood education programme at
Singapore University of Social
Sciences.

The interviews were con-
ducted between April and Sep-
temberlast year. Thereport was
completedin March thisyear.

The three academics said
early childhood educators need
tobebetter equipped to support
children who do not seem to fit
in, whether because of develop-
mental needs or complex home
backgrounds.

They added that career path-
waysof pre-schoolteachersand
earlyintervention professionals
shouldbereviewed, sobothprac-
titioners can better work
together to meet a child’s holis-
ticneeds.

Support from different
providers — pre-schools, volun-
tary welfare organisations and
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primary schools - should be
more seamless for families so
they do not need to shuttle
between venues and the chil-
drencanbetter easeintothepri-
mary school years.

At apress conference yester-
day, Associate Professor Lim
said canvassing the views of the
35 key leaders is “seminal”,
given the fact that practitioners
in the fields of early childhood
and early intervention have not
workedtogetherhereinasignifi-
cant wayinthe past.

Their recommendations
come after the Ministry of Social

and Family Development (MSF)
announced in April that it would
be setting up a workgroup to
look at how to better integrate
children with learning needs
intopre-schools.

It had also said from July,
early intervention programmes
will be transferred from MSF’s
Disability Office to the Early
Childhood Development
Agencyinstages, for the agency
tohavebetter oversight of devel-
opmental needs of all children
under the age of seven.
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