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After stealing money from her 
employer’s  safe,  a  Filipino  
maid found an unusual place to 
hide her loot.

The money was discovered 
inside her genitals  during  a 
check in prison. 

Bajo Nelgielyn Bobita, 28, 
was  jailed  yesterday  for  16  
weeks on two counts of theft, 
with another charge taken into 
consideration. 

She was a domestic worker 
for businessman Lee See Boon 
and his wife for more than a 
year at their Serangoon home.

On Feb 22 this year, Bobita 
was doing her cleaning chores 
when she decided to steal from 
Mr Lee and went into his room 
to search for valuables.

She found a small bag con-
taining the key to a safe and a 
piece  of  paper  with  the  
numeric password of the safe 
written on it.

She unlocked the safe and 
took $3,000, which she later 
remitted to her family mem-
bers in the Philippines.

On March 6, Bobita decided 
to steal again as she had finan-
cial difficulties.

She took $5,002 from the 

safe and hid it in a sanitary pad 
in her room.

Mr Lee, 69, discovered the 
money missing from the safe 
later that day, and Bobita was 
arrested.

O n  M a r c h  8 ,  s h e  w a s  
charged in court and sent to 
Changi Women’s Prison after 
her case was adjourned.

FOREIGN OBJECT
In  the  prison,  a  body  scan  
revealed a foreign object hid-
den inside her private parts. It 
was a small plastic bag contain-
ing the stolen $5,002.

She was also found to have a 
yellow chain and pendant that 
she could not account for.

In her mitigation yesterday, 
Bobita asked for leniency as 
she had to support her parents. 
She also hoped her employer 
could forgive her.

District Judge Peter Lo said 
what she did had abused her 
employer’s trust in her, and 
such acts must be deterred.

The court ordered Bobita to 
return the stolen money to her 
employer. She has not made 
restitution for the $3,000 she 
stole on Feb 22.
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More than 5,500 children aged 
six and below were diagnosed 
with developmental  problems 
last year, up from an average of 
4,362 new cases each year from 
2015 to 2017. 

In the wake of these rising fig-
ures from the Child Develop-
ment Programme at KK Wo-
men’s and Children’s Hospital 
and National University Hospi-
tal, a group of 35 early childhood 
leaders have called for more to 
be done to help these children at 
the margins, as well as those 
from low-income families. 

In a report released by the phil-
anthropic group Lien Founda-
tion yesterday, the experts, who 
cut across education, health and 
social  service,  acknowledged  

that the Government has played 
a more active role in the sector. 

But they said early childhood 
development is more than just 
how a child fares in school and 
the walls between pre-schools 
and fields such as health, social 
service and early intervention 
should be broken down.

The report, available online, 
comes seven years after Lien 
Foundation’s first study of the 
pre-school sector, where it call-
ed for the Government to be in 
charge of pre-school education. 

The latest study was led by 
principal investigator Lasse Lip-
ponen, professor of education 
from the University of Helsinki, 
and co-principal investigators 
Lynn Ang,  professor of early 
childhood from University Col-
lege London, and Sirene Lim, 
academic lead of early child-

hood education programme at 
Singapore University of Social 
Sciences.

The  interviews  were  con-
ducted between April and Sep-
tember last year. The report was 
completed in March this year. 

The  three  academics  said  
early childhood educators need 
to be better equipped to support 
children who do not seem to fit 
in, whether because of develop-
mental needs or complex home 
backgrounds. 

They added that career path-
ways of pre-school teachers and 
early intervention professionals 
should be reviewed, so both prac-
titioners  can  better  work  
together to meet a child’s holis-
tic needs. 

Support  from  different  
providers – pre-schools, volun-
tary welfare organisations and 

primary  schools  –  should be  
more seamless for families so 
they  do  not  need  to  shuttle  
between venues and the chil-
dren can better ease into the pri-
mary school years. 

At a press conference yester-
day, Associate  Professor Lim  
said canvassing the views of the 
35  key  leaders  is  “seminal”,  
given the fact that practitioners 
in the fields of early childhood 
and early intervention have not 
worked together here in a signifi-
cant way in the past.

Their  recommendations  
come after the Ministry of Social 

and Family Development (MSF) 
announced in April that it would 
be setting up a workgroup to 
look at how to better integrate 
children  with  learning  needs  
into pre-schools.

It  had also said from July,  
early intervention programmes 
will be transferred from MSF’s 
Disability Office to the Early  
Childhood  Development  
Agency in stages, for the agency 
to have better oversight of devel-
opmental needs of all children 
under the age of seven. 
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Maid stole from employer’s 
safe, hid money in genitals

More help needed for kids 
with development issues

Children from the Pertapis Children’s Home tucked into a KFC meal during 
an iftar event at the KFC at Stadium Boulevard last night. KFC Singapore, in 

partnership with the home, organised the event for 37 children aged 
seven to 12. They also enjoyed games, balloon sculptures and a magic 

show. Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Social and Family Development 
and Education Muhammad Faishal Ibrahim was the guest of honour.

Experts: Break down walls between pre-schools and early intervention field

(From left) Co-principal investigator Lynn Ang, Lien Foundation’s Yang Huiwen, co-principal 
investigator Sirene Lim and principal investigator Lasse Lipponen, 
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Finger lickin’ good deed
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