
 
 
 
FAQ for students: 

1. Does Alibaba Cloud or SUSS take equity?  
Neither Alibaba Cloud nor SUSS will take equity of the startups entering the 
Certificate/Minor in Entrepreneurship. 
 

2. Who is part of the judging panel to enter the Certificate/Minor in Entrepreneurship?  
Both Alibaba Cloud and SUSS will send representatives to be part of the judging panel. 
 

3. How many teams will be able to participate in this programme?  
Alibaba Cloud and SUSS will select a maximum 20 teams to enter the first run 
 

4. To apply to the programme, must my business be a tech startup?  
No, but startups that show potential for growth beyond Singapore will be preferred. 
Alibaba Cloud’s course on cloud computing is a mandatory component of this 
programme. 
 

5. To apply to the programme, at which stage must my startup be?  
Your team should be able to show a running prototype. Businesses at idea stage will 
not be considered for this programme. 
 

6. I have a bakery business / I am a wedding photography freelancer. Do I qualify?  
Your business proposal needs to be scalable and have the potential for development 
beyond Singapore. Businesses (including social enterprises) that meet pressing 
societal needs or cater to the bottom of the pyramid will be preferred. 
 

7. Do I need to take any courses other than the Alibaba cloud computing course?     
You may attend existing SUSS CET courses that interest you and meet your learning 
needs. These are on an opt-in basis and would not be examinable. 
 

8. What is the duration of this Certificate/Minor?                                                               
 For a Certificate in Entrepreneurship the maximum duration is 2.5 years. For an 
Entrepreneurship Minor, the maximum candidature period will conform to the 
requirements of the major degree programme. You may complete it at a shorter 
duration, so long as you successfully pass by obtaining funding for your business. All 
teams need to pitch to a panel of investors to pass the programme. 
 

9. What if I don’t successfully get the funding at the end of the maximum duration? 
You would not be awarded the 40 credits. However you may receive a certificate of 
participation. 

https://www.unisim.edu.sg/Eservice/Public/ViewCP/ViewCP.aspx?progcd=GSP&viewtype=mhtml


 
 
 

10. If I am not successful at my first pitch for funding, may I have another try? 
So long as you have not exceeded the maximum duration, you may keep trying. Note 
that you should actively lookout for investors or grants on your own and seek funding 
from any of the eligible sources. 

11. I am already enrolled in other SUSS Minor programmes. Do I still qualify for this? 
Yes. You may take the Certificate in Entrepreneurship and receive additional 40 cu if 
you pass. 
 

12. When will I be able to register for this programme?                                                    
The Certificate/Minor will start this July 2017 semester. Please sign up here to indicate 
your interest and we will remind you when application opens. 
 

13. What is the cost of this Certificate/Minor?                                                                    
There is no course fee, however there is a registration fee. 
 

14. Will I need to approach investors / apply for grants on my own?  
Yes. You would have to actively seek potential investors on your own and convince 
them that you have a worthy proposition for them. 
 

15. Can I apply as an individual or group?  
Both. Teams may comprise an individual or a group of a maximum of 3 persons. This 
means a maximum of 3 students working on the same business can receive the 40 cu 
Certificate/Minor in Entrepreneurship, however startups may consist of more than 3 
team members. In case your startup consists of more than 3 team members, you may 
choose a maximum of 3 people to apply for this programme. 
 
In addition, please make sure that at least one team member is either: 

• Current SUSS student (Full-time, Part-time or CET) or 
• Singaporean or PR 

 
16. Do I qualify if I’m not a SUSS student?  

All individuals are invited to apply for this programme. This includes SUSS students, 
SUSS Alumni and Non-SUSS students. Non-SUSS applicants need to register as CET 
students and fulfil the Admission Eligibility Criteria for CET students. 
 
In addition, please make sure that at least one team member is either: 

• Current SUSS student (Full-time, Part-time or CET) or 
• Singaporean or PR 

https://goo.gl/forms/nZEEgqgTCU91Boo12
http://www.suss.edu.sg/CET/Pages/Special-Features-of-Our-Modular-Courses.aspx

