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increased by almost 50% from 2018 to 2020

Ocean Plastic Pollution

was predicted to increase by 8 million
tonnes in 2020 (as of 2016)
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' ‘ * Reduction in the plastic recycling rate amid increased plastic waste generation may
e cyc lng lead to mismanagement and leakage into aquatic ecosystems.
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single-use face masks or face shields are
discarded daily due to COVID-19 in 2020
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Causes of PLASTIC
POLLUTION from
COVID-19

Reduction in demand of recycled
plastics in 2020

COVID-19 caused a huge spike in global plastic waste.
Discarding of plastic Personal Protective Equipment (PPE):
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CASE STUDY: Plastic waste in Wuhan, China
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gloves are discarded daily worldwide in 2020,
with similar gecgraphical proportions as
discarded face masks.
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Spike in the usage of Single-use Plastics (SUP):

Amidst the concerns of cross-contamination by reusing plastic bags EUROPE
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