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Those  looking  to  pursue  further  
studies in public safety and secu-
rity will be able to do so in a new 
full-time  bachelor’s  degree  pro-
gramme  that  starts  in  July  next  
year.

The four-year direct honours pro-
gramme was developed by the Sin-
gapore  University  of  Social  Sci-
ences (SUSS), with support from 
the  Ministry  of  Home  Affairs  
(MHA).

Students will study the manage-
ment of public safety and security 
in  a  multi-disciplinary  approach  
that  will  integrate  theories  with  
practical  knowledge,  said  the  
MHA and the SUSS in a statement 
yesterday.

The  Bachelor  of  Public  Safety  
and  Security  (Honours)  pro-
gramme will be open to MHA offi-
cers and those employed by, or in-
tending to join, the safety and secu-
rity industry. 

The programme will offer three 
specialisation track options: crimi-
nology,  crisis  management  and  
psychosocial intervention. 

Eligible officers from the Home 
Team departments – Immigration 
and Checkpoints Authority (ICA), 
Singapore  Civil  Defence  Force  
(SCDF),  Singapore  Police  Force  
(SPF) and Singapore Prison Ser-
vice (SPS) – will be sponsored for 
the programme. 

Up  to  20  credit  units  will  be  
granted to eligible officers recom-
mended  by  the  Home  Team  in  
recognition of their prior learning 
and cumulative work experience.

This means the officers can ob-

tain up to a two-semester reduc-
tion of courses – equivalent to 12 
months, or up to four courses.

Under the collaboration with the 
MHA, the SUSS will also accredit 
several Home Team departments’ 
basic training courses. These de-
partments include the ICA, SCDF, 
SPF and SPS.

Home Team officers who com-
plete all of their departments’ ac-
credited basic training courses and 
the relevant SUSS Continuing Edu-
cation and Training modules will 
receive a Certificate in Homefront 
Safety and Security. 

This will  be  recognised by the 
university  as  a  minor  worth  40  
credit units for officers who enrol 
in any SUSS degree programme.

This will  also apply to officers  
who  complete  all  eight  of  the  
Home Team School of Criminal In-
vestigation’s  restructured  mile-
stone investigation courses. 

They will receive a Certificate in 
Criminal  Investigation  Studies,  
which will be recognised as a mi-
nor worth 40 credit units. 

So far, 24 investigation officers 
have graduated from a course ac-
credited by SUSS. 

They  include  Sergeant  Nor-
farhana  Baharudin,  26,  from  
Bedok Police Division, one of the 
investigation officers who gradu-
ated  on  Nov  7  from  the  Home  
Team Basic Investigation Course. 

“This credit system is good for 
working adults  like  myself,  as  it  
recognises the experience and ex-
pertise  that  I’ve  gained  through  
the courses which I  have under-
gone  as  part  of  my  training  at  
work,” she was quoted as saying in 
the statement. 

MHA and SUSS also inked a mem-
orandum of understanding (MOU) 
yesterday to further their collabo-
ration in training and learning. 

Projects under the MOU will also 
focus  on  building  capabilities  in  
learning technologies  and analy-
tics. 

The MOU was signed by Profes-
sor  Tsui  Kai  Chong,  provost  of  
SUSS,  and  Mr  T.  Raja  Kumar,  
deputy  secretary  (international  
and training) of MHA.

It was witnessed by Mr Pang Kin 
Keong,  Permanent  Secretary  for  
Home  Affairs,  and  Professor  
Cheong  Hee  Kiat,  president  of  
SUSS.

In the statement, Mr Raja said 
the MOU reflects the desire of both 
the MHA and SUSS to offer Home 
Team officers high-quality contin-
ual learning and accreditation op-
portunities. 

“The Home Team is committed 
to developing its officers, and this 
MOU will enable us to move for-
ward towards achieving that,” he 
added. 

ngxtc@sph.com.sg 
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Christmas came early for Danial Ar-
fan, 17, and his six younger siblings, 
thanks to a festive collaboration be-
tween  Singapore  Press  Holdings  
(SPH) and The Boys’ Brigade.

All they wanted was a bag each 
for the new school year and that 
wish came true at a party yesterday.

The siblings were among the 140 
people  –  beneficiaries  and  care-
givers – who attended the Share-a-
Gift initiative at the SPH News Cen-
tre auditorium, the 14th year the 
event has been held.

More than 130 SPH staff contrib-
uted gifts with an estimated value 
of  $20,000,  granting  about  300  
wishes of people from 11 charities.

They included Care Corner Fam-
ily  Service  Centre  (Toa  Payoh),  
Marymount Centre – Good Shep-
herd Place and Singapore Corpora-

tion  of  Rehabilitative  Enterprise  
(Score). This was the first time SPH 
has partnered Score.

Danial, a first-year Higher Nitec 
hospitality  operations  student  at  
ITE College West,  said: “We only 
have simple wishes. We asked for es-
sentials such as school supplies.”

Ms Chin Soo Fang, SPH’s head of 
corporate communications and cor-
porate  social  responsibility,  said:  
“We have been adopting and fulfill-
ing about 300 wishes worth about 
$20,000 every year... So we want to 
say a big ‘thank you’ to Boys’ Brigade 
and the charities for giving us this 
cherished opportunity to put a smile 
on their faces.”

The Share-a-Gift project is organ-
ised by The Boys’ Brigade with sup-
port from the National Council of 
Social Service and Ministry of So-
cial and Family Development.

chongcjy@sph.com.sg

Children trying 
to form the 
longest line they 
could with items 
they had at the 
Share-a-Gift 
party at 
Singapore Press 
Holdings (SPH) 
News Centre 
auditorium in 
Toa Payoh 
yesterday. They 
were among 
140 people – 
beneficiaries and 
caregivers – at 
the event. More 
than 130 SPH 
staff contributed 
gifts with an 
estimated value 
of $20,000, 
granting about 
300 wishes of 
people from 
11 charities.
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*Each participant is allowed to register once only. Registrants must be present
in-person to collect the $50 Harvey Norman Voucher from 27-29 Dec 2019. Vouchers
must be used by 29 Dec 2019 and cannot be combined for payment of purchases.
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Four-year direct honours programme, 
launched by SUSS and MHA, starts next July

SPH staff donate 
gifts worth $20,000 

RECOGNISING TRAINING AT WORK

This credit system is 
good for working 
adults like myself, as 
it recognises the 
experience and 
expertise that I’ve 
gained through the 
courses which I have 
undergone as part of 
my training at work.

’’SERGEANT NORFARHANA BAHARUDIN, 
from Bedok Police Division, who graduated 
from the Home Team Basic Investigation 
Course. 

New degree 
in public 
safety and 
security
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