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On  Sunday  mornings,  the  
Gunalans usually head out for 
breakfast and busy themselves 
with chores – but yesterday, 
they decided instead to pack gift 
baskets for the community amid 
the coronavirus outbreak.

These baskets, which will be 
given to people who sign up for 
them, are part of a Families for 
Life (FFL) Council initiative.

They contain games such as 
snakes and ladders, five stones 
and  craft  activities  meant  to  
encourage family bonding. 

There are also materials to cre-
ate red  ribbon  badges,  to  be  
given out to unsung heroes in 
the community, such as clean-
ers and canteen operators.

Caelan Gunalan, 11, packed 
baskets and created badges with 
notes  of  thanks  for  doctors,  
nurses and cleaners at a Jurong 
activity plaza yesterday.

“They are  helping  patients  
who are  sick  and don’t  have 
regard for their own lives. They 
are really the unsung heroes,” 
the  Primary  5  pupil  said,  of  

healthcare staff. 
“It is also a good way to show 

our appreciation towards those 
who go the extra mile to keep our 
estate clean.”

He plans to pass on his fam-
ily’s basket to a doctor at a clinic 
near their Jurong home and add 
some hand sanitisers to it.

The Gunalans and dozens of 
other volunteers who are part of 
the  FFL  Council  movement  
Share-the-Care, gathered near 
Block 442 Jurong West Avenue 1 
to pack the baskets yesterday.

After  an  hour,  they  had  
packed more than 100 baskets, 
and  the  council  has  targeted  
1,000 baskets for distribution. 

People who would like to get 
their hands on a basket can regis-

ter at www.familiesforlife.sg/-
play-as-a-family/Pages/FFL-
Share-the-Care.aspx

They are encouraged to pass 
the basket on to other people 
afterwards.

FFL Council chairman Ishak 
Ismail said: “In such times, we 
recognise that people are spend-
ing time with their family and 
we want to encourage that. 

“But  the  ‘care  and  share’  
spirit is about looking at the com-
munity as a family too... To see 
that there are people out there 
who are helping us clean the envi-
ronment  and  working  tire-
lessly.”

The items in the baskets come 
from groups such as FFL, the 
People’s Association, National 

Library Board and the Dads For 
Life movement. 

Share-the-Care is part of the 
wider  #SGUnited  movement,  
which  encourages  people  to  
help the community during the 
coronavirus outbreak.

Minister for Social and Fam-
ily Development Desmond Lee 
told  reporters  at  yesterday’s  
event that the outbreak has been 
“more than just a public health 
concern”, given its impact on 
work  arrangements  and  the  
economy.

He said: “The Government 
and the community are putting 
in effort to tackle Covid-19... 

“At a time like this – and we 
don’t know how long this will 
last – families pulling together 
will enable Singaporeans to over-
come the strains, especially the 
psychological  strains,  of  the  
impact of Covid-19.”
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A motorcyclist who damaged 
the card readers at a carpark was 
fined $2,500 last week.

Li  Weixiong,  34,  pleaded  
guilty to one charge of mischief 
disrupting a key service.

A similar charge was taken 
into consideration.

At about 12.25am on Feb 26 
last year, Li rode his motorcycle 
to  Orchard  Plaza  where  he  
wanted to have a meal.

As  he  was  entering  the  
carpark, he slapped the entry 
card reader, damaging it.

He then parked and went to 
the restaurant, only to find it 
closed.

He decided to leave the mall at 
about 12.30am.

When he rode to the exit bar-
rier, it did not open for him.

He then slapped the exit card 
reader with his hand, damaging 
it.

POLICE
A security officer at  Orchard 
Plaza called the police at about 
1.10am.

The officer reported that Li 
sought assistance from security 
in order to exit but was sus-
pected to have smashed the card 
reader.

Repairs for the entry and exit 
card  readers  cost  a  total  of  
$1,520, which the accused has 
since paid to the management.

For mischief disrupting a key 
service,  he  could  have  been  
jailed for up to 10 years, or fined, 
or both. – DAVID SUN

New degree in public safety and security at SUSS
OSMOND CHIA 

Concerns about disease, data 
protection,  environmental  
crises and other safety matters 
have led to the birth of a new uni-
versity programme. 

The first of its kind in Singa-
pore,  the  Bachelor  of  Public  
Safety and Security is now open 
for application at the Singapore 
University of Social Sciences.

It  aims  to  equip  students  
intending to join the safety and 
security industry with practical 
and theoretical knowledge. 

The four-year direct honours 
programme  at  the  School  of  
Humanities and Behavioural Sci-
ences is helmed by Dr Razwana 
Begum, 46, who draws on her 
background in law and criminol-
ogy.

Backed  by  the  Ministry  of  
Home Affairs, the full-time pro-
gramme takes from disciplines 
like psychology, management, 
law and politics, Dr Razwana 

said. 
Students will have to com-

plete 200 credit units (CUs) over 
four years.

In the first year, they will com-
plete common curriculum cour-
ses focused  on  concepts  and  
communication  skills,  before  
delving into specialised mod-
ules of their choice. 

Eventually,  students  will  
choose one of three specialisa-
tions: criminology, crisis man-
agement  and  psycho-social  
intervention. 

Dr Razwana, who worked as a 
probation officer for 19 years, 

said: “Public safety is not just 
the responsibility of one agency, 
it is important to expose stu-
dents to many disciplines.

“Students  will  be  able  to  
understand the most important 
aspects of security from a local 
and global perspective.” 

OPPORTUNITIES
The programme offers opportu-
nities to go overseas – to study 
the global security landscape in 
South-east Asia and Australia, 
among other places. 

Dr Razwana said it will inter-
est students keen on working in 

policy-making in public and pri-
vate sectors, including design-
ing and safeguarding public spa-
ces and infrastructure. 

The admission requirements 
are at least three passes in H2 
subjects for A-Level students; a 
local polytechnic diploma; or an 
equivalent. 

Eligible  officers  from  the  
Home  Team  departments  –  
Immigration and Checkpoints 
Authority,  Singapore  Civil  
Defence Force, Singapore Police 
Force and Singapore Prison Ser-
vice – will be sponsored for the 
programme, with up to 20 CUs 
granted in recognition of their 
work experience.

These officers can reduce up 
to two semesters of courses. 

The programme begins in July 
and applications close on Mar 
19. Interested students can regis-
ter for an information session on 
Mar 14 via suss.edu.sg/oh
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Baskets to be distributed 
to lift spirits and show 
appreciation to unsung 
heroes like cleaners

Dr Razwana Begum, head of the new 
Bachelor of Public Safety and Security 
programme at the Singapore University of 
Social Sciences. PHOTO: SINGAPORE 
UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Biker fined $2,500 
for damaging card 
readers at carpark

“Public safety is not just the responsibility of one 
agency, it is important to expose students to 
many disciplines. Students will be able to 
understand the most important aspects of 
security from a local and global perspective.” 

– Dr Razwana Begum 

Packing gift baskets to boost 
family ties amid virus threat 

(Above) Gift baskets. (Far right) Minister for Social and Family Development Desmond Lee 
taking a photo with the Gunalans. TNP PHOTOS: KELVIN CHNG
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