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He may be 59, but Mr Rajoo Ravin-
dran has no plans to retire just yet.

Instead,  this  month,  he will  be  
starting a new job as a trainee at a 
law firm.

The father of two was among 11 
students who graduated on Tues-
day from the Singapore University 
of Social Sciences’ (SUSS) Juris Doc-
tor (JD) law programme.

The graduates, pioneers of a pro-
gramme for students who already 
have degrees, have all secured prac-
tice  training  contracts  with  law  
firms. 

On average, they attained a cumu-
lative grade point average of 3.81 
out of five. 

SUSS’  law  school,  Singapore’s  
third and newest, was set up in 2016 
to address a shortage of lawyers in 
criminal and family law in Singa-
pore. 

Mr Rajoo, the oldest in his class – 
where the average age of students is 
40 – has been dreaming of joining 
the profession for a long time. 

He  became  a  police  officer  in  
1978, after completing his O levels.

Mr Rajoo rose through the ranks, 
spending 29 years in the Police In-
telligence Department. 

He retired in February as a trainer 
in the department, holding the rank 
of assistant superintendent. 

“I’ve  been  involved  in  solving  
many major crimes... I always en-
joyed the process of working with 
people – complainants, witnesses, 
suspects and accused persons – to 
uncover the truth,” said Mr Rajoo. 

He said he received greater satis-
faction  when  an  accused  person  
changed for the better. 

“Some even visited me at the po-
lice station after having served their 
sentences  in  prison,  to  express  
their gratitude.”

Mr Rajoo would usually set aside 
time to talk to them and offer them 
advice, hoping that they would not 
re-offend.

“I  believe  that  rehabilitation  
starts from the police station, not in 
prison,” he said. 

With  encouragement  from  a  
friend who practises criminal law, 
Mr Rajoo took up a part-time law de-
gree in 2002 with the University of 
London, offered by the Singapore 
Institute of Commerce. 

He  completed  the  programme,  
but continued serving in the police 
force to receive his full pension.

Still, he held on to his dream of be-
coming a lawyer, and when SUSS 
set up the law programme, he imme-
diately applied. 

“It wasn’t easy working and study-
ing part-time. It took three traits – 
commitment, discipline and being 
willing to make sacrifices,” said Mr 
Rajoo, who completed his degree 
with second-class honours. 

The JD programme for those who 
already have a first degree can be 
completed within four to six years, 
while  the  Bachelor  of  Laws pro-
gramme for those without degrees 
can take 41/2 to six years. 

Mr  Rajoo  had  classes  in  the  
evenings twice a week, with week-
ends set aside for assignments. 

Last year, he missed out on a se-
mester of classes as he had to re-
cover from major knee surgery. 

“I went through recordings of lec-

tures, and I had very good class-
mates who shared notes with me so 
I  could  do  my  assignments  at  
home,” he said. 

His daughter, 29, and son, 34, also 
got married in the past three years. 

“I had to do what I had to do as a fa-
ther  and  still  balance  work  and  
studying. If  you want something,  
you have to go for it and get it done.”

Mr  Rajoo  will  start  work  as  a  
trainee at Peter Ong Law Corpora-
tion tomorrow, a firm well known 
for its expertise in criminal law.

“My mind was already set. Law 
isn’t something I wanted today or 
even  yesterday,  but  something  I  
have wanted for a very long time. 

“I didn’t want to miss out on this 
opportunity,” he said. 

“My aim is to learn as much as pos-
sible from senior lawyers and gain 
new skills and knowledge. I want to 
serve the people and community at 
large.” 

In a speech to mark the comple-
tion of the programme, Ms Indra-
nee Rajah,  Minister in the Prime 
Minister’s  Office,  said  the  objec-
tives set out for the third law school 
have begun to bear fruit  through 
the first batch of graduates. 

Addressing the graduates, Ms In-
dranee, who is also Second Minister 
for Finance and National Develop-
ment,  added:  “You  also  serve  a  
much higher calling. As specialists 
in criminal and family law, you will 
regularly be called upon to be the 
voice of those who need help.

“I encourage each one of you to 
not only be good professionals, but 
also to be lawyers of the highest in-
tegrity and compassion.”
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A collection of 50 essays on Singa-
pore’s success story bagged the top 
prize for English books for adults 
at  the  Popular  Readers’  Choice  
Awards 2020 yesterday.

The book, titled Fifty Secrets Of 
Singapore’s Success, was edited by 
Professor Tommy Koh, a veteran 
diplomat who  is  Ambassador-at-
Large at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs.

It  features  contributions  from  
well-known  figures  such  as  the  
Economic  Development  Board’s  
former executive chairman Philip 
Yeo and Singapore’s first and long-
est-serving Chief of Defence Force 
Winston Choo.

The Straits Times veteran jour-
nalists  Vikram  Khanna,  Christo-

pher Tan and Sandra  Davie  also  
contributed  essays  to  the  book,  
which  was  published  by  Straits  
Times Press (ST Press).

Prof Koh thanked Popular book-
store for holding the annual compe-
tition,  which is  now in its  ninth 
year, and its “long record of pro-
moting  reading  and  Singapore’s  
writers”.

Its prize presentation ceremony 
was held virtually this year. 

“Winning this award is a dream 
come true. It has been my aspira-
tion to write or edit a book which 
resonates  with  our  readers,”  he  
said.

The second- and third-place win-
ners in the Adult English Books Cat-
egory are also books published by 
ST Press.

Former ST Invest  editor Lorna 
Tan, who is now head of financial 
planning  literacy  at  DBS  Bank,  

took second place with her book 
Money Smart: Own Your Financial 
Destiny.

“The  Covid-19  pandemic  has  
been a wake-up call for us to put in 
place a robust financial plan to bet-
ter manage our money matters,”  
she said.

“Money  Smart  will  empower  
more people to make informed de-
cisions to identify and close their 

money gaps, and look out for suit-
able opportunities to achieve finan-
cial wellness. Thank you for your 
votes.”

Meanwhile,  the second edition 
of  former  Cabinet  minister  S.  
Jayakumar’s  book  Diplomacy:  A  
Singapore  Experience  came  in  
third.

Professor  Jayakumar  congratu-
lated Prof Koh and Ms Tan for their 

wins and added that he was “de-
lighted  to  be  among  their  com-
pany”.

He thanked ST Press for publish-
ing his book and the readers who 
voted for it.

“I am cheered and encouraged 
that  my book on weighty  topics  
such as foreign relations and diplo-
macy commanded so much inter-
est and support,” he said.

All the titles nominated for the 
awards can be bought during the 
BookFest@Singapore 2020 event, 
which is being held at all Popular 
outlets till next Sunday.

The three ST Press books are also 
on sale at website www.stbooks.sg 
and other major book retailers.

Mr Tan Ooi Boon, supervising ed-
itor for ST Press, said: “We are very 
humbled  and  heartened  by  the  
strong support for our books be-
cause 2020 is certainly a very chal-
lenging year for not just us but also 
for every business and individual.

“On  behalf  of  all  our  authors,  
we’d like to express our deepest 
gratitude to  all  readers  for  their  
support and we will certainly work 
harder to serve them better in the 
coming year.”

Other winners included Secrets 
Of Singapore: National Gallery by 
Catherine Nadira Tan, which took 
first place in the category for Eng-
lish books for children.

Coming in second in the same 
category was A.J.  Low’s Sherlock 
Sam And The Burgled Book In Kam-
pong Glam while Vivian Teo’s My 
BFF Is An Alien clinched the third 
spot.

The three children’s books were 
all published by Epigram Books.
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Following his dream: From officer 
of the law to law graduate at 59

Three ST Press titles 
sweep top prizes at 
Popular book awards

Sue-Ann Tan 

Electrical  fittings,  especially  in  
bathrooms, should be properly in-
stalled and maintained, experts 
and  residents  told  The  Sunday  
Times,  following  an  incident  
where an elderly couple and their 
son died of suspected electrocu-
tion in the couple’s flat in Lake-
side last week. 

The  80-year-old  man  report-
edly fell in the shower on Thurs-
day at Block 120 Ho Ching Road. 
He  and  his  wife,  66,  were  be-
lieved to have been electrocuted 
when she rushed in to assist him. 

Their  son,  45,  tried to  revive 
them.  It  is  understood  that  he  
was electrocuted too.

“Typical electrocutions in bath-
rooms relate to light fittings, wa-
ter heaters, tanks, instantaneous 
heaters  or  wall-mounted  
switches,” said chartered building 
surveyor  Crispin  Casimir.  “Ex-
posed cabling can be problematic, 
as can be simply operating such in-
stallations with wet hands.” 

He said that electrical fittings 
in bathrooms should be profes-
sionally  and  securely  installed,  
earthed  and  maintained.  There  
should be no exposed or deterio-
rated cabling or electrical parts. 

Water that comes into contact 
with exposed  wiring  –  such  as  
when an electrical appliance like 
a water heater is pulled from the 
wall  –  can  become  “live”,  Mr  
Casimir  said.  Someone  who  
touches the  water  then  can be 
electrocuted. 

Mr Ricky Chan, chairman of the 
mechanical  and electrical  engi-
neering technical  committee at  
The Institution of Engineers, Sin-
gapore, said: “When properly de-
signed and maintained, there are 

protections in place, such as the 
automatic disconnection of elec-
tricity supply when there is  an 
electrical fault or current leakage 
detected via the residual current 
circuit breaker.” 

Residents of  the block where 
the couple lived were shocked by 
the incident, but said they were 
not too worried as long as they 
maintained their homes’ electri-
cal fittings. 

Ms  Jennifer  Ong,  30,  who  
works in administrative logistics, 
said she had a new water heater 
installed this year. 

“I’ve  lived  here  for  about  10  
years and have no problems so 
far. If we have any problem, we 
will  contact  the  town  council,”  
she said. 

Madam  Len  Joon  Thai,  68,  a  
cleaner,  also  said  she  changed  
her  water  heater  just  a  few  
months ago. 

“We renovate and change appli-
ances  whenever  we  need  to.  
Safety  is  the  most  important...  
We cannot save money on these 
sorts of things,” she said. 

Another resident, who wanted 
to be known as Madam Rosni, 63, 
said the first thing she did when 
moving  into  the  flat  nearly  a  
decade  ago  was  to  change  the  
wiring and piping, as well as the 
water heater. 

Madam Rosni, who works in a 
security  company,  said:  “That  
was the most important thing to 
me when I moved in because it’s 
an old flat and I didn’t know what 
condition everything was in.”

Mr  Casimir  said  that  circuit  
breakers should also be checked 
and not tampered with, such as 
by taping them.

But if someone does get electro-
cuted,  Mr  Chan  said,  others  
should not touch the person but 
should try to switch off the power 
source, such as the distribution 
board. 

“If is it not possible to switch off 
the  supply,  and  medical  assis-
tance is still on the way, try to use 
a  dry  cloth  or  non-conductive  
tools such as  a  wooden tool  to  
move the person from the live con-
ductor or equipment,” he said. 

Mr Casimir said grab bars and 
non-slip floor surfaces, as well as 
good lighting, should also be con-
sidered for the elderly, to reduce 
the risk of falls. 

No  foul  play  is  suspected  in  
Thursday’s incident. Police inves-
tigations are ongoing.
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Ensure 
appliances 
are properly 
installed, 
urge experts 
They emphasise need for maintenance 
following case of suspected electrocution

Chartered building 
surveyor Crispin Casimir 
said that electrical 
fittings in bathrooms 
should be professionally 
and securely installed, 
earthed and 
maintained. There should 
be no exposed or 
deteriorated cabling or 
electrical parts.
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