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An initiative to groom aspiring en-
trepreneurs  here  has  supported  
over 300 participants since it was 
launched six months ago.

Enterprise  Singapore’s  (ESG)  
Startup SG Founder Venture Build-
ing programmes have seen close to 
half of these participants graduate 
so far.

About 80 per cent are mid-ca-
reer professionals, managers, exec-
utives  and  technicians  (PMETs)  
from various sectors including hos-
pitality,  education,  social  enter-
prise and technology.

The  remaining  one-fifth  are  
fresh graduates with backgrounds 
in business, engineering, architec-
ture, psychology and data analyt-
ics, ESG said yesterday. 

Announced in August last year, 
the three-month Venture Building 
programmes  are  part  of  the  en-
hanced  Startup  SG  Founder  
scheme  to  groom  aspiring  en-
trepreneurs with no business expe-
rience to build and scale innova-
tive start-ups.

This is done through specially cu-
rated modules that focus on criti-
cal areas like business models, digi-
tal marketing and fund raising. 

Participants are  also  mentored 
by seasoned entrepreneurs and in-
dustry  veterans,  which  enable  
them to get early market feedback 
on their business ideas with poten-
tial customers.

The programmes are held with 

the support of Nanyang Technolog-
ical University (NTU), National Uni-
versity  of  Singapore,  Singapore  
Management  University,  Singa-
pore University of Technology and 
Design, and Singapore University 
of Social Sciences.

Trade  and  Industry  Minister  
Chan Chun Sing said it is “very grat-
ifying” to see that there are many 
PMETs in the programme, as well 
as fresh graduates.

“So we have a good mix of young 
people who are germinating their 
ideas since their university days, to 
mid-career people transitioning to 
a new career path, whereby they 
do  start-ups  with  their  partners  
and then they grow companies to 
create more employment for fel-
low Singaporeans,” he said.

He was speaking to reporters af-
ter an event, held in a hybrid for-
mat yesterday, which allowed 14 
teams of graduates to pitch their 
start-up ideas to a panel of judges. 

Organised by ESG, the event was 
held at co-working space JustCo at 
Marina  Square  and  also  live-
streamed online. 

Mr Chan noted that  Singapore 
has been expanding its Global Inno-
vation Alliance network – compris-
ing Singapore and overseas part-
ners in major innovation hubs and 
key demand markets – with a focus 
on technology and innovation.

“We will take feedback... and con-
tinue to explore possible new part-
nerships with other cities,” he said.

Five  winning  teams  were  se-
lected at yesterday’s event. They 
each  received  close  to  $40,000  

worth  of  start-up  resources  and  
support, such as co-working spa-
ces and enterprise tools.

One idea presented was for an 
early childhood edutech platform, 
with voice-driven interactive sto-
ries, that enables parents to track 
the learning progress of the child.

Ms Melissa  Ng,  30,  founder  of  
Hummus Education, said it is aim-
ing to create blended online and off-
line learning experiences for young 
children. 

For example, children can choose 
how  a  story  unfolds  with  verbal  
commands,  while  also  receiving  
cues for offline activities.

While the team was not selected 
as a winner, Ms Ng said they still 
had  plans  to  explore  content  in  
other  languages  and  expand  in  
other countries.

Ms Ng graduated from NTU with 
a  double  degree  in  accountancy  
and business administration (mar-
keting) in 2009. She joined a local 
bank for six years, honing product 
management, marketing and busi-
ness development skills. 

She  later  went  on  to  pursue a  
Master of Education (developmen-
tal psychology) full time in 2019.

Said Ms Ng: “I want to encourage 
others out there who are consider-
ing leaving their comfort zones to 
venture into entrepreneurship, or 
even switching paths.

“Yes, there are sacrifices (to be 
made) and uncertainties, but it is a 
journey and we learn through fail-
ures and success.”
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Last  year,  former  naval  officer  
Michael Lim, 57, took the plunge 
to join an initiative to groom aspir-
ing entrepreneurs in Singapore. 

He was encouraged by a profes-
sor at the Singapore University of 
Social Sciences (SUSS), where he 
is an alumnus, to join the Venture 
Building programme, part of the 
enhanced  Startup  SG  Founder  
scheme run by Enterprise Singa-
pore. 

Mr Lim’s idea was to build a plat-
form to address the rising need 
for soft foods for an ageing popula-
tion, inspired by their availability 
in local flavours in Hong Kong, Tai-
wan and Japan. 

He said: “We went into this Ven-

ture Building programme with a 
‘fun’  idea.  Can we create,  make 
and deliver local soft foods within 
Singapore? 

“The programme offered a safe 
space for social experimentation.

“We were totally surprised by 
the  traction,  acceptance  and  
learnings.” 

The  innovative  business  idea  
saw Mr Lim, who obtained a Mas-
ter of Gerontology from SUSS in 
2017, becoming one of the win-
ners at an event yesterday, where 
14 teams pitched their ideas.

The three-month Venture Build-
ing programmes are supported by 
several universities.

Mr Lim has had a long career in-
cluding as a naval officer, a senior 
manager  in  the  logistics  sector  
and the head of a nursing home.

The online platform, Konnect, 

aims  to  bring  together  con-
sumers, food producers and advo-
cacy  groups  to  create  and  pur-
chase soft foods that are familiar 
and visually pleasing. 

The platform is  currently  tar-
geted at local buyers. 

So far,  he has about five food 
producers on board. 

For a start, they have managed 
to sell curry puffs through the plat-
form and had more than 10 trans-
actions. 

Mr Lim hopes to further build 
the business.

He said that  possible  revenue 
sources  could  include  selling  
recipes for soft foods and provid-
ing training for people who want 
to  learn to  make soft  foods for 
their elderly loved ones. 
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Ms Melissa Ng, founder of Hummus Education, giving her pitch at Founder Ignite, which allows 14 teams to present their 
start-up ideas to a panel of judges. Her team came up with the idea of an early childhood edutech platform, with voice-
driven interactive stories, that enables parents to track the learning progress of the child. PHOTOS: ENTERPRISE SINGAPORE
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Parliament will sit for eight days 
starting today to debate the Bud-
get 2021 statement for the new fi-
nancial year, as Singapore contin-
ues to deal with the economic fall-
out from the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Government’s proposed ex-
tension  of  various  aid  schemes,  
which will taper off as Singapore 
recovers,  and  its  plans for  step-
ping up sustainability and innova-
tion initiatives will be among the 
topics for discussion and scrutiny 
during the annual  marathon de-
bate.

The first three days of the sitting 
will  focus  on  the  Budget  state-
ment, which sets out the Govern-
ment’s financial priorities and poli-
cies for the new financial year that 
starts on April 1. 

The Budget statement, with the 
theme  Emerging  Stronger  To-
gether,  was  delivered  in  Parlia-

ment by  Deputy  Prime  Minister  
and Finance Minister Heng Swee 
Keat last Tuesday.

Ms Tin Pei Ling (MacPherson) 
said she will focus on the aspects 
of the Budget statement aimed at 
strengthening  Singapore’s  social  
compact.

She  added  that  she  will  high-
light how Singapore can build up 
digital  capabilities  and  improve  
the  take-up  rate  of  technology  
and  innovation-related  fields  of  
study among women and girls as 
the Republic accelerates its digital 
transformation.

Ms Joan Pereira (Tanjong Pagar 
GRC) plans to use her speech to 
call  for  more  support  for  care-
givers,  including  part-time  care-
givers.

She said: “I feel that this should 
continue to be one of the priorities 
of our Government going forward, 
because only by looking after our 
most vulnerable can we progress 
together as a stronger nation.”

Mr Henry Kwek (Kebun Baru) 

said he will make a call for the cre-
ation of “micro-jobs” for seniors, 
including  those  past  the  re-em-
ployment  age,  so  they  can  con-
tinue to make a living.

He  will  also  urge  the  Govern-
ment to work closely with the pri-
vate sector to cut red tape and find 
creative  solutions  to  problems  
through the Open Innovation Plat-
form crowdsourcing initiative.

On Friday, the third day of the sit-
ting, Mr Heng will respond to MPs’ 
comments  and  concerns  before  
Parliament votes on the Budget.

Ministers will then present the 
budgets  of  their  individual  min-
istries, and MPs will scrutinise and 
comment on their spending plans.

Before the Budget debate begins 
today,  the  incident  involving  a  
staff member at the Singapore Na-
tional Eye Centre who was mistak-
enly given the equivalent of five 
doses  of  the  Pfizer-BioNTech  
Covid-19 vaccine will come under 
the  spotlight  during  question  
time.

According to the agenda set in 
the  Order  Paper  issued  by  the  
Clerk of Parliament, Ms Ng Ling 
Ling (Ang Mo Kio GRC) and Mr 
Yip Hon Weng (Yio Chu Kang) will 
both ask if the standard operating 
procedure for vaccine preparation 
has been improved following the 
incident.

Mr Gerald Giam (Aljunied GRC) 
of  the  Workers’  Party  wants  to  
know how public healthcare insti-
tutions  manage  the  workload  of  
medical  workers  to  ensure  that  
they are not overworked so that 
such human errors can be avoided.

The  marathon  debate  is  ex-
pected to wrap up on March 5.
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While studying at Nanyang Tech-
nological  University  (NTU),  Mr  
Jeremy  Koh  and  Mr  Aditya  
Kapoor were deeply interested in 
bio-robotics  and  would  spend  
hours  on  it  in  their  dormitory  
rooms.

It was this passion for the sub-
ject that encouraged them to set 
up Whyte Labs, one of the win-
ners at a pitching event yesterday 
for  Enterprise  Singapore’s  Ven-
ture Building programme.

Whyte  Labs  teaches  children  
about building robots with mathe-
matics  and  science  knowledge  
gained from school.

Mr Koh, 30, said: “There is defi-
nitely a growing awareness about 
the importance of coding and ro-
botics education in Singapore. 

“A lot more kids these days are 
learning coding at a  young age,  
even  in  early  primary  school,  
largely  through  block-based  or  
graphical  programming  lan-
guages such as Scratch. 

“This  is  empowering,  because  
these basic skills give students the 
opportunity  to  explore  a  much  
wider range of things.” 

Late last year, Mr Koh and Mr 
Kapoor, 26, were amazed by the 
creative  solutions  they  encoun-
tered while conducting a four-day 

workshop for children aged be-
tween 10 and 15.

During the workshop, the chil-
dren had to create their own four-
legged spider-like robots. 

Mr Koh said: “Our youngest stu-
dent was 10 years  old  and,  de-
spite not having any prior elec-
tronics experience, he was able 
to absorb all the basics and get 
his own walking robot up and run-

ning in just four days. 
“And this is stuff that we learnt 

only at university.” 
The  duo  are  now  discussing  

with some schools to take their  
programme to more students. 

They are also exploring the pos-
sibility of creating a virtual-learn-
ing  platform  to  train  other  in-
structors. 
Yeo Shu Hui 
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receiving his 
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Trade and 
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Chan Chun Sing
at Founder 
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His idea to build 
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address the 
rising need for 
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availability in 
local flavours in 
Hong Kong, 
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Japan. 

Mr Jeremy Koh (left) pitching his winning idea at Founder Ignite yesterday. He 
and his partner Aditya Kapoor run Whyte Labs, which teaches children about 
building robots with mathematics and science knowledge gained from school.
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Meeting the need for soft foods 
in Singapore’s ageing population

SUPPORT FOR CAREGIVERS 

I feel that this should 
continue to be one of 
the priorities of our 
Government going 
forward, because only 
by looking after our 
most vulnerable can 
we progress together 
as a stronger nation.

’’MS JOAN PEREIRA, an MP for Tanjong 
Pagar GRC, who plans to use her 
speech in Parliament to call for more 
support for caregivers.

Robotics education business started 
with building robots in dorm rooms
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