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Ex-NLB manager jailed 
for bribery involving 
nearly $600,000
A former manager of a National Library 
Board (NLB) department was sentenced 
yesterday to four years and four months’ 
jail for corruption offences that involved 
nearly $600,000.

The court heard that the amount of 
bribes was one of the largest linked to the 
public sector.

Ivan Koh Siong Wee, 51, who worked in 
the  department  set  up  to  spearhead  
NLB’s move into e-books and other digi-
tal resources, was also ordered to pay a 
penalty of $229,000.

His friend, company director Low Pok 
Woen, 52, who had given the bribes in 
exchange  for  advancing  his  business  
interests with NLB, was sentenced to 
four years’ jail.

The two Singaporeans, who commit-
ted the offences between 2005 and 2009, 
pleaded guilty to 20 counts of corruption 
involving nearly $500,000.

Another 36 similar charges for the 
remaining amount were taken into con-
sideration during sentencing.

The court heard that some time around 
2004 or 2005, there was a “strategic 
move” within NLB towards digitalisa-
tion.

Koh shared this news with Low. He 
also said that “to earn a living”, Low 
could explore a business opportunity in 
providing digital content to NLB.

In November 2005, Low incorporated 
a company known as Database Resource 

Services to provide this service for NLB. 
Two more companies, JCD Crossmedia 
and W3.XS, were later set up.

Koh was appointed as a manager of 
NLB’s digital resource services depart-
ment in 2005, making him the second in 
command there.

In November that year, he started ask-
ing Low for money for various personal 
purposes.

Low then set aside about 30 per cent of 
all the profits earned from his three com-
panies’ subscription contracts with NLB 
to be given as bribes to Koh.

In return, Koh helped advance Low’s 
business interests with NLB in various 
ways, like sharing confidential informa-
tion on the digital resources that NLB was 
interested in.

The offences came to light after NLB’s 
senior assistant director lodged a police 
report on Feb 21, 2014.

The two men were each offered bail of 
$80,000 yesterday and ordered to surren-
der themselves at the State Courts on 
May 14 to begin their jail terms. 
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Transferring money between Singapore 
and Thailand has become faster and eas-
ier, thanks to a ground-breaking partner-
ship between the PayNow system here 
and Thailand’s similar PromptPay, from 
yesterday.

The initiative marks the first time the 
local peer-to-peer (P2P) payment sys-
tems of two countries anywhere in the 
world have been linked.

Three of Singapore’s 12 PayNow banks 
are participating in the scheme – DBS 
Bank, OCBC Bank and UOB – together 
with  Thailand’s  Bangkok,  Kasikorn,  
Krung Thai and Siam Commercial banks, 
noted the Association of Banks in Singa-
pore.

The Monetary Authority of Singapore 
and Bank of Thailand said they will pro-
gressively add more participating banks 
and extend the transfer limits to facilitate 
business transactions.

P2P transactions – also known as per-
son-to-person payments – are money 
transfers that can be done on mobile 
devices through a linked bank account or 
credit card.

Customers of the participating banks 
will be able to transfer funds of up to 
$1,000 or 25,000 Thai baht daily.

There will be no need to give the recipi-
ent’s full name and bank account details, 
as is required by other remittance solu-
tions.

The experience will be similar to how 

domestic PayNow and PromptPay trans-
fers are made, in which senders can use 
their mobile banking or payment applica-
tions to initiate fund transfers instantly 
and securely, at any time of the day.

The  funds  will  flow  seamlessly  
between customers’ accounts with the 
cross-border transfers completed in less 
than five minutes.

Ms Yuen Su Wen, 34, a communica-
tions executive at a local company, used 
the OCBC Pay Anyone app to make a 
transfer to a friend in Thailand yesterday.

“It was just like making a local PayNow 
transaction. The only difference was hav-
ing to indicate the amount of Thai baht I 
wanted my friend to receive,” she said. 
– THE STRAITS TIMES
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Roles were reversed when Miss 
Jenine Koh attended the gradua-
tion ceremony of her mother, 
Ms Jaslyn Teo, at the Singapore 
University of  Social  Sciences  
(SUSS) yesterday.

Traditionally held every Octo-
ber, the SUSS convocation, for 
the class  of 2020,  was post-
poned to this year because of the 
pandemic and will take place till 
May 6.

Ms Teo, 52, received a Master 
of Early Childhood Education 
(ECE) with a leadership speciali-
sation track, after earning her 
bachelor’s in ECE with manage-
ment from SUSS too.

Miss Koh, 23, followed in her 
mother’s footsteps and is gradu-
ating in the next convocation in 
October  with  a  bachelor’s  in  
ECE with entrepreneurship.

F o r m e r l y  a n  i n t e r i o r  
designer,  Ms  Teo  made  her  
career switch to the ECE sector 
when  she  was  38,  when  she  
enrolled  in  the  advanced  
diploma in early childhood lead-
ership course in Seed Institute.

She had to juggle the responsi-
bilities of a wife, mother, part-
time student and childcare cen-
tre principal.

She told The New Paper: “It 
was really difficult, but I had the 
support of my family, my lectur-

ers who replied to my e-mails 
promptly, and my course mates, 
who went through this process 
with me. We enjoyed learning 
and I always looked forward to 
the next module.”

She got to stay abreast with 
changing  demographics,  cur-
riculum  approach  and  direc-
tives, and she believes it is impor-
tant to upgrade her professional 
skills and knowledge.

MENTOR
Ms Teo left her job in February 
and is now seeking opportuni-
ties to be a mentor to support 
early childhood teachers with 
problems they face in childcare 
centres.

As for Miss Koh, she is doing 
her Master of Education in digi-
tal learning at Monash Univer-
sity in Melbourne, Australia. 

She also started helping out at 
the childcare centre her mum 
ran when she was 16.

She told TNP: “I was partially 
influenced by my mum. 

“Going to after-school care at 
her centre when I was young 
helped me  to  see  behind  the  
scenes of how a centre is run and 
also  identify  problems  to  be  

resolved when (I  later taught 
there).”

Going  to  SUSS  together  
strengthened their relationship, 
and they learnt valuable lessons 
from each other as they bonded 
over studies.

Miss Koh said: “Being young, 
I might not think of the macro 
(overview).  As  my  mother  is  
more experienced, she helped 
me see things from various stake-
holders’ perspectives, think big-
ger and be more empathetic.”

Ms Teo added: “My daughter 
helped me broaden my perspec-
tives too and learn how to adjust 
and adapt to the changing land-
scape in the ECE sector, like 
more digitalisation.”

Although Ms Teo has gone 
through a convocation before, it 
is even more special this time 
round.

She said: “I feel proud to grad-
uate with my daughter and I am 
glad my journey has created a 
positive impact on her career 
development.”

Miss Koh added: “Not many 
parents study at this age, so I def-
initely feel proud of her as well.”
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They attend the same university and share passion in early childhood education

(From left) Ivan Koh Siong Wee was sentenced to four 
years and four months’ jail. Low Pok Woen was 
jailed for four years. TNP FILE PHOTOS

PayNow can now 
be used to transfer 
money to Thailand

Role reversal as daughter goes 
to mum’s graduation ceremony

Miss Jenine Koh with her mum Jaslyn Teo, who got her master’s degree yesterday. Miss 
Koh will be graduating in the next convocation in October. TNP PHOTO: TIMOTHY DAVID

Three of Singapore’s PayNow banks are taking part in 
the initiative. 
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