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The trial of two Singapore Civil 
Defence Force (SCDF) officers 
allegedly involved in a 2018 rag-
ging incident in which a national 
servicemen drowned in a pump 
well, closed last Friday, with the 
court set to deliver its verdict on 
July 10.

Kenneth Chong Chee Boon, 
37, and Nazhan Mohamed Nazi, 
40,  are  each  contesting  one  
charge of intentionally aiding a 
group of SCDF servicemen to 
cause grievous hurt to full-time 
national serviceman Kok Yuen 
Chin,  22,  through  a  rash  act  
endangering human life on the 
night of May 13, 2018.

They are accused of doing so 
by failing to prevent the group 
from pressuring Corporal Kok to 
enter the 12m-deep pump well at 
Tuas View Fire Station that night 
– in a ritual known as kolam – to 
mark the impending completion 

of his national service.
Chong was commander and 

Nazhan, deputy commander, of 
the station at the time.

Cpl Kok drowned after he was 
pushed into the well by another 
serviceman,  Muhammad  Nur  
Fatwa Mahmood.

Three regulars, including Nur 
Fatwa, have already been con-
victed and sentenced for their 
involvement in the death.

Deputy  Public  Prosecutors  
Kumaresan Gohulabalan, Kelly 
Ho and Sheryl Yeo said in their 
written  closing  submissions  
that Chong and Nazhan were 
legally obliged to keep Cpl Kok 
safe while the NSF was on duty 
that night.

The DPPs argued that both 
men had breached their legal 
obligation by omitting to inter-
fere even as they knew the group 
of SCDF servicemen were pres-
suring Cpl Kok to participate in 
the ritual.

Instead, Chong turned back 
to his  duties  in the station’s  
watch room while Nazhan left 
the pump well area – where the 
rest of the servicemen and Cpl 
Kok were – to return to the sta-
tion’s office, they said.

“These were calculated acts – 
by turning away from the scene, 
they signalled to the servicemen 
their intention for the rash act to 
be committed, or at the very 
least,  their  indifference  to  
whether the rash act would be 
committed,” the DPPs added.

In their separate written sub-
missions, defence lawyers for 
Chong and Nazhan argued the 
prosecution had not proven its 
case  “beyond  reasonable  
doubt”.

Mr Wee Pan Lee and Ms Low 
Chang Yong – who represent 
Chong – said their client trusted 
the servicemen to protect each 
other.

Chong also believed Cpl Kok 
would have entered the pump 
well only voluntarily and on his 
own, which would have a “very 
low” risk of harm, they said.

It was therefore not a “foresee-
able or probable consequence” 
to Chong that Nur Fatwa would 
have pushed the NSF into the 
well, the lawyers added.

If  convicted,  Chong  and  
Nazhan can each be jailed for up 
to four years,  or fined  up to 
$10,000, or both.
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She had not used the video con-
ferencing  platform  Zoom  
before, but it  did not bother 
Madam Carol Wong that cour-
ses organised by the People’s 
Association  (PA)  for  the  
Merdeka Generation (MG) were 
moving online this year.

The 63-year-old grassroots 
leader and MG ambassador had 
been  attending  such sessions  
regularly since PA started offer-
ing them in July last year.

But the only online tool she 
had used earlier was WhatsApp.

Madam Wong told The New 
Paper: “I thought it would be a 
good opportunity to start learn-
ing how to use Zoom.”

Since end-April, PA has been 
rolling out enriched lifestyle and 
life skills online programmes to 
engage  citizens  aged  60  and  
above, who are still encouraged 
to stay home during phase one of 
the  post-circuit-breaker  
period.

These are in the form of webi-
nars held on Zoom.

A total of 10 online sessions 
are running this month at 3pm 
every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday.

The  courses  include  estate  
planning, how to make secure 
digital payments with PayNow 

and mental wellness.
Next month’s schedule is cur-

rently being planned and will be 
released soon.

One course that turned out 
beneficial  for  Madam  Wong,  
who learnt how to use Zoom 
with the help of her husband, 
was  Transform  Your  Health  
With Nutrition.

She said: “The trainer made it 
interesting and fun. I learnt how 
to make healthier versions of 
some recipes.”

She also recently signed up 
for courses on medical cover-
age,  financial  planning  and  
estate planning.

Though  she  was  used  to  
attending such courses in a dif-
ferent setting,  Madam  Wong  
now prefers taking them online. 

She has even been using Zoom 
for her qigong activities – which 
host up to 425 people – as well as 
her grassroots leaders meetings 
and Let’s  Chat sessions with 
advisers, fellow grassroots lead-

ers and residents.
“I like that I don’t have to go 

out, and can do (the courses) 
leisurely in the comfort of my 
own home,” she said.

Ms  Wendy  Chooi,  deputy  
director of PA’s life skills and life-
style division, said: “Webinars 
are gaining popularity with the 
MG as they are starting to adopt 
technology and are able to use 
Zoom.”
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The court set to deliver its verdict on
Kenneth Chong Chee Boon (left) and 
Nazhan Mohamed Nazi on July 10. 
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Merdeka Generation folk getting the hang of online courses

An online course 
organised by 
People’s Association 
for the Merdeka 
Generation held via 
video-conferencing 
platform Zoom. 
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Removing stagnant water to pre-
vent mosquitoes from breeding 
is regarded as the most desired 
social norm by Singaporeans, 
followed by refraining from spit-
ting or littering.

A survey of 3,000 Singapore-
ans, carried out from August to 
December 2018, found 73 per 
cent  rated  stagnant  water  
removal  as  a  very  important  
social norm, followed by 72.6 
per cent for not spitting or litter-
ing in public.

The results of the survey were 
released last Friday by Associate 
Professor Leong Chan-Hoong, 
who is now with the Singapore 
University of Social Sciences.

The study was commissioned 
by the Ministry of Culture, Com-
munity and Youth as part of SG 
Cares, a movement that aspires 
to build a more caring society in 
Singapore.

Prof Leong said the results, 
which took some time to ana-
lyse, remain relevant amid the 
Covid-19  pandemic  and  the  
resurgence in dengue, both of 
which highlight the importance 
of health and hygiene.

SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE
“People are still  as cognisant 
that these civic norms are impor-
tant, but I would expect more 
individuals to take active steps 
to encourage those around them 
to do the same, especially when 
the importance of such socially 
responsible behaviour comes to 
the forefront,” he said. 

For instance, desirable norms 
such as refraining from spitting 
in public now bear much greater 
weight, as failing to do so could 
pose a health hazard to others.

This is especially so because 
the  coronavirus  that  causes  
Covid-19 spreads through respi-
ratory droplets.

Not  surprisingly,  removing  
stagnant water to prevent mos-
quito breeding was rated as the 
most  desirable  social  norm  
because there was a sharp rise in 
dengue cases in 2018, with 3,285 
cases reported.

As  the  number  of  dengue  
infections surges past 10,000 
this year, Prof Leong noted that 
the concerns are just as valid 
today.

Other norms that were rated 
as very important in the survey 
included giving up seats on pub-
lic  transport  (62.1  per  cent),  
keeping  common  areas  clean  
(53.3 per cent) and getting along 
well with neighbours (48.7 per 
cent).
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Two officers are each contesting one charge of intentionally aiding a group to cause serious hurt to Cpl Kok 
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