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The Singapore University of Social 
Sciences (SUSS) has made a com-
mitment to help its students better 
understand and support the needs 
of the elderly and their caregivers.

Yesterday, it signed two memo-
randums of understanding (MOU) 
with the People’s Association (Ang 
Mo Kio Community Centre) and 
Sport  Singapore  (SportSG),  and  
with  Changi  General  Hospital  
(CGH)  and  SingHealth  Commu-
nity Hospitals,  which aim to en-
courage active ageing and inter-
generational bonding.

Under the first MOU, SUSS geron-
tology  faculty  and  students  will  
work together with the ActiveSG 
gym at  Ang Mo Kio Community  
Centre to do research on sports,  
wellness and education. One possi-
ble research area is inter-genera-
tional communication, said SUSS.

SportSG  chief  executive  Lim  
Teck Yin said: “This collaboration 
will see us coming together to en-
able and learn about active ageing 
and inter-generational mixing.

“We are looking to nurture social 
networks  where  family,  friends  
and colleagues support and sustain 

an enjoyable and active lifestyle.”
SUSS’ second agreement with the 

hospitals will see them “cooperate 
on healthcare innovation, research 
and education to help elderly pa-
tients” for a period of three years.

Under  this  partnership,  SUSS  
and  the  hospitals  aim  to  raise  
awareness of ageing issues, and ad-
vocate  for  a  better  environment  
for seniors, said the university.

CGH will also provide guidance 
and  internship  opportunities  to  
SUSS  PhD  students,  particularly  
those reading gerontology.

Dr  Carol  Ma,  SUSS’  head  of  
gerontology, said the university’s 
gerontology programmes aim to 
develop students with theoretical 
knowledge and practical  experi-
ences in eldercare.

SUSS president Cheong Hee Kiat, 
who signed the MOUs, said: “With 
Singapore facing an ageing popula-
tion, more needs to be done to help 
the elderly and their caregivers, and 
encourage inter-generational rela-
tionship. These two MOUs are sig-
nificant and meaningful steps to-
wards this end... It is in line with our 
university’s  social  focus  and  ap-
plied learning approach.”
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Desperate  to  give  a  baby  up  for  
adoption or anxious to adopt, some 
people are turning to online parent-
ing forums to find what they are 
looking for.

The practice is not illegal, unless 
the birth parents profit financially, 
said  lawyers  The  Sunday  Times  
spoke to.

On parenting websites Singapore 
Motherhood and Mummy SG, there 
are  dozens  of  such  posts.  One  
claimed to be a “local mixed-blood 
family looking to give up our one-
month-old  daughter  for  adoption  
due to financial burdens”,  adding: 
“Any serious couple  can take  her  
with a small adoption fee. We are 
not looking to make money off her. 

“We love her a lot,  just that we 
have a lot (of) financial stuff to settle 
and the pregnancy and hospital bills 
have brought us down a lot.” 

Prospective parents told The Sun-
day Times that besides going to adop-
tion agents, they visit these sites to 
expand their search for a child.

Jessie  (not  her  real  name),  43,  
who is in marketing, said: “We were 

desperate to have a child. I googled 
‘adoption’, came across this online 
forum, and so I thought we should 
try our luck.”

However,  she said  she found  a  
baby through an adoption agent be-
fore making any headway online.

Others like administrative assis-
tant Mel (not her real name), 35, 
went online as she could not afford 
to hire an adoption agent. Married 
for six years and still childless, she 
e-mailed a woman who had said on 
a forum that she wanted to give her 
baby daughter up for adoption.

The woman later said it was actu-
ally her friend who wanted to give 
up  her  twins  and  asked  for  
US$3,000 (S$4,000) to bring the 
girls  from  the  United  Kingdom  
where they are living to Singapore.

Mel said she stopped contact and 
added: “It sounds like a scam.”

It costs about $25,000 to adopt a 
baby  from  Malaysia  or  Indonesia  
from an adoption agent. The fees in-
clude the medical and hospital bills 
of the mother and child, and fees for 
the adoption agent and lawyer. The 
bill to adopt a Singaporean baby can 
go up to $45,000, agents said.

There were 432 adoption applica-
tions last year, showed preliminary 
figures from the Ministry of Social 
and  Family  Development  (MSF).  
This is 15 per cent more than the 
375 in 2017.

The trend of looking for a baby to 
adopt from online forums comes as 

there are fewer Singaporean chil-
dren  placed  for  adoption  than  
prospective parents, the MSF said 
in response to a parliamentary ques-
tion on adoption last month.

None of the women from these fo-
rums  responded  to  The  Sunday  
Times. Fei Yue Family Service Cen-
tre (Choa Chu Kang) principal so-
cial worker Cheng Wenshan said it 
was possible  some of  them  were 
hoping to profit from the move. 

The Adoption of Children Act pro-
hibits any payment or reward to the 
biological parents or to the adoptive 
parents, unless sanctioned by the 
court.  The  court  will  require  the  
prospective adopters to provide de-
tails of financial transactions, which 
may include reimbursement for the 
pre- and post-natal expenses.

Lawyer Shone Aye Cheng of AC 
Shone & Co said: “If payment is in-
volved,  then  it  is  like  selling  the  
child. Children are not possessions 
or commodities that could be sold 
or purchased.”

Ms Shone  has  two clients  who 
were conned by the same pregnant 
woman they met through an online 
forum. The housewife in  her 20s 
said she had huge debts, could not 
afford another child and wanted to 
give up her unborn child.

One of Ms Shone’s clients gave 
the pregnant woman $15,000, and 
the  other  gave  $10,000.  But  the  
woman did not let them adopt her 
baby girl after she gave birth. They 
threatened to lodge a police report 
and she agreed to pay them back.

When asked how it ensures there 
are no illegal adoption-related activ-
ity on its site, a spokesman for Singa-
pore Motherhood said it  receives 
up to 6,000 postings a month and 
its moderators are unable to keep 
track of every conversation thread. 

Besides, the parties involved can 
contact one another offline or pri-
vately, so it is unable to know if any 
financial  transaction  has  taken  
place. It has also posted stories say-
ing that paying parents to give their 
child up for adoption is illegal. The 
spokesman added: “We would ad-
vise our community members (and 
anyone, in fact) to research and exer-
cise caution when deciding to adopt 
from an unknown party.”

The MSF stressed that it is risky 
to use online forums and advised 
parents  to  turn  to  its  accredited  
adoption agencies. They are Apkim 
Centre for Social Services, Fei Yue 
Community  Services,  Lutheran  
Community  Care  Services  and  
Touch Family Services. 

Touch  Family  Services  senior  
manager Teo Seok Bee said it is com-
mon for mothers-to-be to change 
their  minds  about  placing  their  
child for adoption for various rea-
sons. Hence, it is vital for trained 
professionals to counsel both the 
birth and adoptive parents, and to 
prepare and support them for what 
the adoption entails. 

Ms Teo added: “If not properly ad-
vised, birth and adoptive families 
can start the adoption process with-
out the relevant consent or docu-
mentation and end up having to ter-
minate the process.”
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Hi, if anyone is 
putting your child 
up for adoption, 
please contact me. 
I’m interested. I’m 
35 and married for
six years. No child 
yet and IVF failed.yet and IVF failed.

Regardless of race and gender, we are looking for 
someone who is truly in need to give their baby up for 
adoption. I have had two disappointments, where the 
biological family decided not to proceed once the baby 
was born. We are a couple who have been married for six 
years and have fertility issues and are considering 
adoption to give a child love and a family.

I am a single mother of a 
newborn baby girl. I’m 
seriously and desperately 
seeking an adoptive parent 
for my baby girl. It has been 
a hard decision, but I 
believe I will be sel�sh if I 
don't give this child the 
opportunity she deserves. I 
really need someone to 
adopt her and treat her like 
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I am a single mother of a 
newborn baby girl. I’m seriously 
and desperately seeking an 
adoptive parent for my baby girl. 
It has been a hard decision, but I 
believe it is sel�sh if I don’t give 
this child the opportunity she 
deserves. I really need someone 
to adopt her and treat her like 
her/his own blood.

Hi, good day. I am considering giving up my unborn child. I am living 
alone and am not yet �nancially stable. I’m looking for a couple who 
can assist me �nancially until I give birth. I’m from the Philippines.

I'm an unwed mum
and had this pregnancy 
unexpectedly. My �ance 
and I have broken off ties 
and I am �nancially 
incapable of raising a child. 
Not mentally prepared. Will 
be glad if there is any 
family who is willing to 
adopt my baby girl.

SUSS students to help 
promote active ageing

Adoption requests pop up 
on parenting websites
Parents desperate for a child, or to give one up, 
take search online; but experts advise caution

At the signing ceremony for the MOUs were (from left) Changi General Hospital’s 
chief financial officer Lim Lee Nor and CEO Lee Chien Earn; SUSS president 
Cheong Hee Kiat; SingHealth Community Hospitals’ CEO Margaret Lee and finance 
director Marianne Au; as well as SUSS provost Tsui Kai Chong. PHOTO: SUSS
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If not properly 
advised, birth and 
adoptive families can 
start the adoption 
process without the 
relevant consent or 
documentation and 
end up having to 
terminate the 
process.
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