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If you are attending the Ed Sheeran 
Divide  World  Tour  tonight,  arrive  
early, ideally two hours before the show 
starts.

Doors open at 5.30pm.
As a  capacity  crowd  is  expected,  

patrons are strongly encouraged to take 
public transport.

For ease of entry into the National Sta-
dium, check the gate numbers on your 
tickets and proceed to the nearest secu-
rity checkpoint.

Enhanced entry screening measures 
will be implemented around the sta-
dium.

To ensure a seamless event admis-
sion, avoid bringing bulky items and 
bring only what you need.

Only tickets purchased via Sports 
Hub Tix are valid for entry.

To  gain  admission,  provide  the  
ticket(s), the booking confirmation, a 
valid photo ID matching the name on 
the ticket(s) and a letter of authorisa-
tion issued by Sports Hub Tix if applica-
ble.

If tickets are purchased under a single 
name, everyone in the group must enter 
with the purchaser.

If the ticket is a gift, a letter of authori-
sation must be obtained and presented.

For those with private car arrange-

ments, please note the Grab drop-off 
and pick-up points in the map:

* Point A, the bay opposite Singapore 
Sports Hub Car Park E1.

* Point B, the bay opposite Singapore 
Indoor Stadium taxi stand 128.

Please note that no photography or 
videography of the concert is allowed.

For safety reasons, children under 12 
are not allowed into the standing pen 
areas. – SERAFINA BASCIANO

ADRIAN LIM, POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

Many countries are on a journey to help 
their citizens develop a culture of lifelong 
learning, but none have emerged as lead-
ers in this field. 

Singapore can be at the forefront of 
this  endeavour  with  its  SkillsFuture  
movement, said Deputy Prime Minister 
Tharman Shanmugaratnam yesterday.

And the recent teaming up of the Insti-
tute for Adult Learning (IAL) and Singa-
pore  University  of  Social  Sciences  
(SUSS) will make a “powerful vanguard” 
in the Republic’s journey, Mr Tharman 
said at the university’s 14th anniversary 
celebration,  held  at  its  campus  in  
Clementi Road.

EARLY STAGES
Singapore is still at an early stage of the 
SkillsFuture journey, he stressed, and 
like other countries, has a lot to learn 
from each other. 

But he expressed confidence that the 
merger will provide a boost. 

Since April 1, the IAL has been restruc-
tured  as  an  autonomous  institute  in  
SUSS, and both will work to advance the 
field of adult learning, through research 
and developing new courses for adult edu-
cators, among other plans.

SkillsFuture is  quite simply Singa-
pore’s “most important economic and 
social strategy in the long term”, said Mr 
Tharman. 

On the economic front, Singapore is 
only as competitive as the skills it has, he 
said, adding that there must be a continu-
ous deepening of skills and picking up of 

new ones throughout a worker’s career. 
On the social side, Singapore is trying 

to create a meritocracy of skills, rather 
than grades earned early in life, as a new 
form of social mobility.

Singapore also wants to develop a new 
social culture, where people get satisfac-
tion in life from learning at every stage 
regardless of where they start, satisfac-
tion from mastering skills, and satisfac-
tion from being part of a community of 
learners, he added.

“Internationally, there is no real leader 
in this endeavour. Different countries are 
adopting different approaches, we are 
learning  from  each  other,”  said  the  
Deputy Prime Minister, who is also the 
Coordinating Minister for Economic and 
Social Policies. 

He gave the  example  of  Denmark, 
which since 2017, has built into the collec-
tive agreements between employers and 
trade unions the obligation for employ-
ers to design and invest in training for 
their workers and give them time off. 

Canada recently introduced a training 
benefit and it did so after studying differ-
ent approaches, including Singapore’s 
SkillsFuture initiative. 

Turning to the strengths of SUSS, Mr 
Tharman noted it  offers flexibility in 
course structures, and in creating clus-
ters of modules that meet the needs of 
industry, as well as having lecturers from 
the industry come in to teach courses. 

It is also on the “cutting edge” by recog-
nising learning at the  workplace and 
accrediting it, he added.
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Country can be at the forefront of lifelong learning: DPM Tharman

WHAT: Ed Sheeran 
Divide World Tour 2019
WHEN: Tonight, 8pm, 
doors open at 5.30pm
WHERE: The National Stadium 
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