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Land-scarce Singapore must have 
bold  and  visionary  leadership  to  
overcome more complex urban de-
velopment challenges in the years 
ahead,  Emeritus  Senior  Minister  
Goh Chok Tong said yesterday. 

He highlighted the need for lead-
ership  that  “weighs  the  people’s  
long-term interests against their im-
mediate  needs,  and makes  tough 
but balanced decisions”. 

Mr Goh pointed to the Land Ac-
quisition Act of 1966 – a “difficult 
but  necessary  policy”  which  al-
lowed the Government to buy land 
for public redevelopment.

“It  was  painful  to  land  owners  
whose land was acquired and dis-
ruptive to the thousands of ordi-
nary folks who had to be resettled. 

“But  it  helped  make  Singapore  
what it is today,” he told some 150 
government officers, business lead-
ers  and  students  at  the  Imagine  
2060 symposium organised by the 
Asia Society and Aecom. 

“Going forward, there are more 
difficult decisions to be made and 
these are decisions to be made by 
(National  Development  Minister)  
Lawrence  Wong  and  his  col-
leagues,” Mr Goh said. “For exam-
ple, how do we go car-lite?”

Mr  Goh’s  comments  came  two  
days after Singapore took another 
significant  step  in  its  leadership  
transition, with an announcement 

that Finance Minister Heng Swee 
Keat will be Deputy Prime Minister 
from May 1.

Besides bold leadership, Mr Goh 
said it is also critical to have good 
economic growth to be able to re-
new the city, and to transcend from 
an  affluent  society  to  a  gracious  
one, which has a bearing on its live-
ability.

“Singapore is densely populated, 
but that does not mean we should 
be dense in our social behaviour,” 
he added. 

Speaking after Mr Goh, Mr Wong 
outlined how Singapore plans to fit 
future  generations  by  “going  up-
ward, downward and seaward”.

On going upward, he said Singa-
pore is used to high-rise living but 
there are still places that have not 

maximised their full potential.
This  includes  the  Paya  Lebar  

area, where some 800ha of land – 
about the size of Bishan – will be 
freed up when the airbase is relo-
cated in 2030. The move will also re-
move height restrictions and allow 
surrounding industrial areas to be 
built more efficiently. 

The second strategy is to expand 
how  Singapore  uses  its  under-
ground space. 

For instance, the Government is 
now studying if it is possible to co-
locate utility lines in MRT tunnels, 
or have underground water storage 
in addition to deep tunnel sewerage 
or district cooling systems.

The third way Singapore can ex-
pand its land is by heading to the 
sea, said Mr Wong, suggesting float-

ing platforms which could hold off-
shore  solar  panels,  deep-sea  fish  
farming, as well as reclamation.

Reclamation, he added, is impor-
tant for another reason: “When we 
imagine Singapore in 2060, a sce-
nario we must surely contemplate 
is one where we are inundated by 
rising sea levels. 

“It’s a very real existential threat.”
By raising the reclamation levels 

by an additional 1m, “we are build-
ing up our coastline to a higher level 
and  strengthening  our  defences  
against rising sea levels,” he said. 

But such endeavours are costly 
and require a lot of sand, so other 
strategies are required, such as the 
use of polders – pieces of reclaimed 
low-lying land protected by dykes – 
and protective infrastructure such 

as sea walls and pumping stations.
Technology is key to sustaining 

these strategies, Mr Wong added.
“This is why we are investing in re-

search and development in a wide 
range of urban solutions, to tackle 
existential threats like global warm-
ing and food security, to create new 
versions of urban living that will be 
more fulfilling and sustainable than 
before,” he said. 

Concluding, he said space will al-
ways be a concern in Singapore. 

But  he  urged  the  audience  to  
think of cities as living organisms. 

“Competition is intense and it is 
the survival of the fittest. We either 
adapt and grow, or we stagnate and 
perish.” 
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Many countries are on a journey to 
help their citizens develop a cul-
ture of lifelong learning, but none 
have  emerged  as  leaders  in  this  
field yet. 

Singapore can be at the forefront 
of this endeavour with its SkillsFu-
ture movement, said Deputy Prime 
Minister  Tharman  Shanmugarat-
nam yesterday.

And the latest collaboration be-
tween the Institute for Adult Learn-
ing (IAL) and Singapore University 
of Social Sciences (SUSS) will make 
a “powerful vanguard” in the Re-

public’s journey, Mr Tharman said 
at the university’s 14th anniversary 
celebration,  held  at  its  Clementi  
Road campus.

Singapore is still at an early stage 
of  the  SkillsFuture  journey,  he  
stressed.  Like other  countries,  it  
has a lot to learn, but Mr Tharman 
expressed  confidence  that  the  
merger will provide a boost. 

As of April 1, the IAL has been re-
structured as an autonomous insti-
tute in SUSS. 

Both will  work to advance the 
field of adult learning through re-
search and developing new cour-
ses  for  adult  educators,  among  
other plans.

SkillsFuture is Singapore’s “most 

important  economic  and  social  
strategy in the long term”, said Mr 
Tharman. 

On  the  economic  front,  Singa-
pore is only as competitive as the 
skills it has, he said, adding that a 
worker must continuously deepen 
existing  skills  and  pick  up  new  
ones throughout his or her career. 

On the social side, Singapore is 
trying to create a meritocracy of 
skills – rather than grades earned 
early in life – as a new form of so-
cial mobility.

Singapore also wants to develop 
a new social culture, where people 
gain satisfaction from learning at 
every stage of life – regardless of 
where they start – as well as from 
mastering the skill and being part 
of  a  community  of  learners,  he  
added.

“Internationally, there is no real 
leader in this endeavour. Different 

countries are adopting different ap-
proaches,  we  are  learning  from  
each other,” said the Deputy Prime 
Minister, who is also the Coordinat-
ing Minister for Economic and So-
cial Policies. 

He  gave  the  example  of  Den-
mark. Since 2017, the country has 
built  into  the  collective  agree-
ments between its employers and 
trade unions, as well as the obliga-
tion for employers to design and in-
vest in training for their workers 
and give them time off for it. 

Canada recently also introduced 
a training benefit after studying dif-
ferent approaches, including Singa-
pore’s SkillsFuture initiative. 

Turning to the strengths of SUSS, 
Mr Tharman noted that it  offers 
flexibility in course structures and 
in creating clusters of modules that 
meet industry needs; as well as hav-
ing  lecturers  from  the  industry  

come in to teach courses. 
It is also on the “cutting edge” 

by recognising workplace learn-
ing and accrediting it, he added.

Established in 2008, IAL devel-
ops expertise among adult educa-
tors and bases its practices on re-
search, Mr Tharman said. 

Through the collaboration, IAL 
can further its research into how 
adults  learn by drawing  on new 
data  regarding  SUSS  students’  
learning  experiences,  as  well  as  
design new courses for adult edu-
cators. 

The two organisations can bring 
together  their  enterprise  net-
works and curate courses that are 
relevant to the needs of organisa-
tions, “not just learning opportuni-
ties that are for the sake of a na-
tional programme”, he said. 

“We are creating a very power-
ful  vanguard  in  our  SkillsFuture 
journey that will bring a lot of un-
derstanding as to how adult learn-
ers learn best,” Mr Tharman said.

This  vanguard  will  work  with  
the rest of the ecosystem – includ-
ing other educational institutions 
and unions – to take things to the 
next level, he added. 

“Singapore must be very good at 
this, and we can be in the lead in-
ternationally,” he said.
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“The whole is greater than the sum 
of its parts.” 

In 1999, the SLA took over manage-
ment of the former Turf Club for in-
terim uses, said an SLA spokesman, 
who added that plans for the site are 
being reviewed.

Mr  R.  Shanker  manages  the  
139,900  sq  ft  Horsecity,  which  
opened in 2007 and sits on the plot 
of  land designated  for  redevelop-
ment. He is hopeful about the move 
to save Turf City, saying master ten-
ants are aware of long-term plans 
for the site. 

“We have a community here now 
that was built over 12 years, so there 
is a lot of sentimental value,” he said. 
“But  we  understand...  We  cannot  
hope for a miracle to happen, that 
the Government  would  lease  this  
place to us forever.”

Former  Olympic  swimmer  May  
Ooi, who runs the Brazilian Cultural 
Centre at Horsecity, was dismayed 
at the prospect of having to move. 

“The community here has grown 
organically and it’s vibrant, it’s like a 
family,”  said Ms Ooi,  42.  “To just  
come here and say ‘we need this 
space for development’ and break it 
all up, is wrong.

“The area they have marked out 
for redevelopment is massive, while 
the part that has activities is really 
just Horsecity and Turf City. So why 
not just leave that alone?”

Architectural historian and con-
servator  Yeo Kang  Shua  said  the  
structures there, such as the three-
storey grandstand, have been heav-
ily modified over the years. 

The  collective  said  the  area  is  
worth retaining, as its community 
and ecological infrastructure is criti-
cal for Singapore’s liveability. 

Mr Lambert added that the green 
space  supports  otters,  the  Sunda  
pangolin, hornbills, kingfishers and 
monitor lizards, among others. 

National  rugby  captain  Gaspar  
Tan, 30, who trained at Turf City as 
a 17-year-old and coaches part-time 
at Centaurs, said Turf City is one of 
three  main  venues  for  National  
League games. 

He said more than 1,000 children 
play there on weekend mornings, 
with  adults  playing  about  five  
games in the afternoons.

“We  players  have  shed  blood,  
sweat and tears on those pitches, so 
the Master Plan is a really big deal 
and a big concern for us.”
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Attending the Singapore University of Social Sciences’ 14th anniversary celebration yesterday were (from left): Institute for Adult Learning executive director Lee Wing On; SUSS president Cheong Hee 
Kiat; Senior Minister of State for Education Chee Hong Tat; SUSS board of trustees chairman Richard Eu; Deputy Prime Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam; Minister for Education Ong Ye Kung; SUSS 
chancellor Stephen Lee and SUSS provost Tsui Kai Chong. ST PHOTO: ONG WEE JIN
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impression of 
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