GSP169e Religion in the Modern World
Level: 1
Credit Units: 2.5 Credit Units
Language: ENGLISH
Presentation Pattern: EVERY SEMESTER
E-Learning: BLENDED - Learning is done MAINLY online using interactive study materials in
Canvas. Students receive guidance and support from online instructors via discussion forums and
emails. This is supplemented with SOME face-to-face sessions. If the course has an exam component,
this will be administered on-campus.
Synopsis:
In recent times, religion has been on the rise and its impact is increasingly pervasive and extensive
because of globalization. Religion has a persistent influence on personal and public life, and a central
place in cultures. Often, it is at the centre of global conflicts. This calls for a better understanding of the
role of religion in today¶s society. Understanding religion in this context will help to promote crosscultural understanding and will also help shape attitudes towards other faiths. The potential of interfaith
dialogues can then be more deeply exploited so that such dialogues become an integral part of
communities. This will provide opportunities for greater collaboration between believers of different
faiths and for ensuring peaceful co-existence.
This course will provide an overview of the 5 major religions in the world. It will also explore the
unique insights each religion brings to the modern world.
The objectives of the course are to
Give students a general understanding of the fundamental beliefs and practices of the 5 major
religions: Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Hinduism and Christianity
Guide students to undertake comparative studies of the different religions so that they have a clearer
idea of the similarities and differences among the various religions
Give students insights into the cultural beliefs and behaviors of believers, and how these in turn affect
their interactions with believers of other faiths
It is hoped that a working understanding of the major religions will help students understand the impact
of religion on culture and vice-versa. More importantly, it is hoped that the course will help students
recognize and reflect on the shared values, norms and ideals of practitioners of different faiths. It is
hoped that students will gain new insights and, as members of a multi-religious society, will develop an
openness towards other religions, participate more effectively in interfaith dialogues and be in a better
position to help build bridges between the faiths.
Topics:
ƔFunctions of Religion
ƔGlobalization and Inter-faith Dialogue
ƔDaoism
ƔHinduism
ƔBuddhism
ƔIslam
ƔChristianity
ƔInter-faith Dialogue
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Learning Outcome:
ƔDescribe the fundamental beliefs and practices of the 5 major world religions, namely: Buddhism,
Taoism, Hinduism, Islam and Christianity
ƔIdentify the issues surrounding religious beliefs and practices
ƔDescribe the trends and developments of interfaith dialogue
ƔExamine religious diversity in the modern world and its social impact
ƔCompare and contrast religions and integrate this understanding into practical knowledge
ƔAnalyze the value of and challenges facing interfaith dialogue, especially in Singapore
Assessment Strategies:
Continuous Assessment Component
PRE-CLASS QUIZ
TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Sub-Total
Examinable Component
Sub-Total

Weightage Total

Weightage (%)
20
40
40
100
Weightage (%)

100
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