SOC263e Sociology of Education
Level: 2
Credit Units: 5 Credit Units
Language: ENGLISH
Presentation Pattern: EVERY JAN
E-Learning: BLENDED - Learning is done MAINLY online using interactive study materials in
Canvas. Students receive guidance and support from online instructors via discussion forums and
emails. This is supplemented with SOME face-to-face sessions. If the course has an exam component,
this will be administered on-campus.
Synopsis:
Sociologists perceive education as a social institution that shares an interdependent relationship with
other social institutions like family, religion, and others. As the primary site of socialisation outside the
family and a key site for knowledge production, education has wide implications for individuals and
societies.
This course aims to offer a critical discussion on the functions, processes and practices relating to
education, engaging local and international examples whenever relevant. The study of education in this
course can be classified into three broad themes: education as a social institution, education as a site of
cultural reproduction, and education as change and development.
It introduces both classical and contemporary Sociological theoretical perspectives on education to
provide theoretical conceptualizations within which educational structure, practices and processes can
be discussed and analysed. Then the social context within which schools operate as well as the formal
structure of schools are investigated. The course then opens up further discussions on meritocracy and
social stratification, social identities and socialization, cultural reproduction, hidden curriculum and
informal system, higher education and development, educational in the international context.
Topics:
ƔSociological perspectives on education
ƔSchools as organisations in a social context
ƔSchool stratification and cultural reproduction
ƔKnowledge production and cultural reproduction
ƔHigher education and development
ƔEducation in the international context
Textbooks:
Ballantine, Jeanne H. and Spade, Joan: Schools and Society (3rd Edition) 3rd Sage publications
ISBN-13: 9781412950527-AA
Ballantine, Jeanne H. and Spade, Joan: Schools and Society (3rd Edition) 3rd Sage publications
ISBN-13: 9781412950527
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Learning Outcome:
ƔDiscuss the key sociological approaches to education
ƔApply key sociological perspectives to the analysis of educational policies, practices and processes
ƔDemonstrate the role of education in socialization and cultural and socio-economic reproduction
ƔAnalyse how social identities such as ethnicity and gender affect the experience of schooling and
how that in turn contributes to the educational opportunity and outcome for diverse populations
ƔExamine the workings of power through education and how we might use power to improve equity
in education
ƔDiscuss the key impact of social processes such as colonization and economic development on
education in Asia
ƔCompare educational policies and practices in different societies
ƔRecognize the workings of educational policies and practices and how they impact on individuals
and societies
ƔApply the teaching role in the wider society being more aware of the interdependent relationship
between education and other social institutions. Educators empower themselves with an understanding
of the various educational processes that they are affected by
ƔRecognize the factors shaping educational outcomes to propose and enable appropriate
interventions that positively affect students¶learning experiences
Assessment Strategies:
Continuous Assessment Component
PRE-CLASS QUIZ
TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Sub-Total

Weightage (%)
10
20
20
50

Examinable Component
Written Exam
Sub-Total

Weightage (%)
50
50

Weightage Total

100
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